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Our book is full of stories 

Of when we done our bit 

The good times, trials and memories 

When we were young and fit 

 

It’s not for fame and fortune 

Or laurels, or praise it seeks 

It gives us inspiration 

For times when next we meet 

 

The winds of life are blowing 

As they carry us along 

But age will not discourage us 

With our book of memories strong 
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6 OFP (Det) 1967-68 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Printed by 
 

Shannon Books Australia Pty Ltd 

4 Melrich Road, Bayswater Vic. 3153 

 

With assistance from 

 
The author wishes to acknowledge the support of the Australian Government Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs, which provided a grant to assist publication under the Australian Government’s 
commemorations program, Saluting their Service. 

The Department has not participated in the research or production or exercised editorial control 
over the work’s contents, and the views expressed and conclusions reached herein do not 

necessarily represent those of the Commonwealth, which expressly disclaims any responsibility 
for the content or accuracy of the work. 

 

and 
 

 
67 Gower St., Preston Vic. 3072 

 

This book is printed on Sovereign A2, Silk: Cover – 130gsm, Text – 113gsm. 

The paper to print this book was kindly donated by Ken Doggett of K.W. Doggett Fine Paper.  

K.W. Doggett is a leading independent paper merchant committed to providing exceptional 
customer service and creative paper solutions to the print and design industry. 

 

 

Published - March 2006 

© Robert John Nash 2006 

 

ISBN: 0-646-45541-9 
 

Book Cover 
 

Designed by – Julian Coutts 

 
Outside Cover Photos 

Tactical Patrols –Darryl Shaw 

Technical Parts – Ken Hussell 

Building in the Villages – Bill Dobson 

Up front with the Shower Truck – Lee Davidson 

Keeping heads down a Fire Support Bases – Kevin Evorall 

Background Rubber Trees – Jim Golding 

 

Inside Cover Photos 
Dining out with the Locals – Kevin Evorall 

OFP Bunker -  Lawrie O’Neill 

Trench Full Rain – Les Wilkinson 

Ready for TAOR Patrol – Richard Smith 



 3 

 

 

 

 

OORRDDNNAANNCCEE  
AATT  TTHHEE  

SSHHAARRPP  EENNDD  
 

ORDNANCE FIELD PARK 

NUI DAT SOUTH VIETNAM 1966 - 1972 
 

Historical accounts and experiences 

from the men who served with the OFP 
 

 
 

 

Compiled by R.J. (Bob) Nash 

 
Printing Co-ordinated by W.J. (Bill) Dobson 

 



 4 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THE 
ORDNANCE FIELD PARK 

IN  
VIETNAM 

 

 

1 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment)  1966-1967 

6 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment)  1967-1968 

1 Ordnance Field Park  1968-1972 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book has been compiled to commemorate 

the 40th Anniversary of the arrival of the 

Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam in April -  May 1966 

 

 

 



 

 5 

 
 

Contents 

 
 
 

 
Acknowledgements………………………………….….….. 7 
 
Introduction…………………………………………..…..….11 

The Corps - Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps......15 

The Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam..............................25 

 

1 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) 1966-67…….……39 
 
6 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) 1967-68…….……48 
 
1 Ordnance Field Park 1968-72…………………….…….60 
 
Profiles & Memories……………………..……….…..…….79 
 
Absent Friends…………………………………….…..…..219 
 
Memorabilia...................................................................233 
 
Photo Album..................................................................257 
 
Nominal Roll………………………………………...……..305 
 

Glossary………………………………………………….…314 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 6 

 

 

 

GGIIVVIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE  

OONN  

AACCTTIIVVEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE FAMILIES OF ALL THE MEMBERS WHO 

SERVED WITH THE ORDNANCE FIELD PARK IN VIETNAM. 

THEY TOO, HAVE HAD TO LIVE WITH THE AFTERMATH OF THIS 

CONFLICT. 

 
 



 

 7 

 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

 

 
There are three people who are indirectly responsible 

for this book seeing the light of day.  The first two are Tony 

Flanagan and Kathy Ault.  Tony and Kathy were the driving 

force behind our first reunion in Wodonga in 1999 and 

subsequent reunions on the Gold Coast (2000), Alice Springs 

(2003), Cowra (2004) and Hobart (2006).  I would like to take 

the opportunity of placing on record, in this book, the 

appreciation, gratitude and heartfelt thanks former OFP 

members have for their efforts in this regard. 

The third person is my old 6 OFP (Det) mate Ian 

(Neddy) McLean.  If Ian hadn‟t badgered me and even threatened me into going to the 

first reunion at Wodonga, then I probably wouldn‟t have gone.  The only reason I 

went was to keep an eye on him and to make sure he got back home safely to his wife 

Elaine.  Well – that‟s my story!  Since then I have attended every reunion.  My wife 

Christine has accompanied me at the last three reunions. 

It became apparent to me that whilst the reunions were a great idea in bringing 

us back together again, to fight the war once more over a few beers, there were also 

other people who had become part of the Ordnance Field Park community; our wives 

and our children.  I also realised that nearly every one of us had a very low sense of 

worth as to our role in the Vietnam conflict.  I feel that this came about by the way 

Vietnam Vets were treated by the Government and the community in the years after 

Vietnam.  To be welcomed back home some twenty odd years after we returned 

speaks for itself. 

At the reunions I often heard guys talking about the fact that most people out 

there in the community had never heard of the Ordnance Field Park being in Vietnam.  

This would also apply to the general Vietnam Veteran community.  We weren‟t a 

large unit but we had our part to play in the support of Australia‟s effort in Vietnam.  I 

had a feeling we needed to get the message out that; “We were there, We did our job, 

We needed to be recognised”, not only for ourselves, but also for our families.  The 

time was right, I had retired as a DVA sponsored “burnt out digger”, and if this book 

was ever going to be compiled then I had better get started before there was no one 

left to provide me with feedback. 

When I first started this project my only knowledge of the OFP in Vietnam 

was during my period there from March 1967 until February 1968.  Being a National 

Serviceman, I also had a very limited knowledge of the Army as an organisation.  This 

history project has been a journey of discovery for me and I can now say that I have a 

much better appreciation of both the OFP in Vietnam and the Army as an 

organisation.  I hope that this book will do the same for all the guys who served with 

the OFP whether they were Regs or Nashos. 



 

 8 

In compiling the Unit History component of this book, I drew inspiration and 

information from the following books; “To the Warrior His Arms – A History of the 

Ordnance Services in the Australian Army” by Major John Tilbrook and “The History 

of the 1
st
 Field Supply Company” by Sergeant Rod. O‟Donnell.  I am particularly 

grateful to the 135 Veterans of the Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam who provided me 

with feedback to compile their Profiles and Memories, as well as assisting me with the 

Unit history chapters.  Also, thanks to those who supplied me with photos and slides 

for this book.  You know who you are; you‟ve got your page in the Profiles & 

Memories section of our book and acknowledgement for any photos used.  I should 

also thank the many wives and partners who were instrumental in getting their man to 

put pen to paper, or getting him to phone me and provide me with the information I 

required.  Without their support and encouragement I‟m sure this book would have 

been that much more difficult to compile.  Thank you ladies! 

The cost of the production of this book was assisted by a grant of $3000 from 

the Department of Veterans‟ Affairs under the “Saluting Their Service 

Commemorations Grant”.  I would like to thank another 6 OFP mate, Noel Peut, and 

the Cannon Hill District and Vietnam Services Sub-Branch of the RSL for their 

assistance with this application.  The paper used in the production of this book was 

kindly donated by K.W. Doggett Fine Papers and I would like to thank Ken Doggett 

for his generous donation.  Compiling a book is only part of the process of getting the 

completed product into your hands.  We owe a very big thanks to Bill Dobson for his 

part in arranging and overseeing the printing of our book.  I‟m sure you will agree that 

he has produced a very professional looking book which we can all be proud of.  Bill 

also arranged for Julian Coutts to come up with a design for the cover of our book.  

Thanks to Julian for a very professional job. 

Thanks to my mate Ron (Bluey) Stoker for his help and advice in the initial 

stages of this book, and finally thanks to Noel Peut, Lawrie O‟Neill, Tony Flanagan 

and Ian McLean for proof reading our book and to Les Wilkinson, Colin Cross, John 

Galpin, Darryl Shaw and Garry Downs for their interest and support. 

There are some family members I would like to thank.  I appreciate the 

assistance my brother Michael provided me, in allowing me the generous use of his 

photocopier to copy reams of paper for the mail-outs I had to undertake.  My son John 

was always there to offer me advice and guidance on all things of a technical nature 

involving the PC and software programs – Thanks to you both.  And last, but not least, 

my wife Christine, who, after being married to me for nearly forty years, is smart 

enough to realise that when I‟ve got something on my mind that I want to do, it‟s 

always best to leave me alone and let me get on with it. – Thanks for your patience 

and support. 

Murphy‟s Law says that, in a publication of this size, there will be some 

mistakes.  My only wish is that they are few in number and do not offend anyone.  In 

conclusion, there is a message I have for all of those guys who served with the 

Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam.  This book was compiled for you, it is your book.  I 

have attempted to compile a „History‟ of the unit that, in some way, presents an 

overview of what the Ordnance Field Park was about and also present some profiles of 
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Front Row – Des Surtees, Jim McIntosh, Ian Tasker, Brian Rutledge 
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Introduction 
 

 

 

 
Before this history of the Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam can be told, it is 

necessary to retrace those steps that led us into the Vietnam War and understand how 

we, as a nation, became involved and what our involvement was. 

The involvement of Australian forces in Vietnam was a gradual process that 

took place over a period of several years against a background of Cold War concerns 

with regional security and a fear of Communist expansion. 

In 1961 and again in 1962 the South Vietnamese government requested aid 

from the Australian government to improve security and assist economic and social 

development.  In August 1962 a small team, consisting of thirty Australian Army 

advisers, was sent to Vietnam to operate within the United States military advisory 

system.  They assisted in training army elements of the Republic of Vietnam. 

Following the arrival of the first American combat troops in Vietnam in March 

1965, Prime Minister Menzies announced, on 29 April 1965, the decision to commit an 

Australian battalion (1 RAR) to serve there.  This unit was established in Vietnam by 

June 1965 and served under the operational control of the US 173 Airborne Brigade as 

its third battalion.  In September 1965 the battalion was expanded to a battalion group 

of 1,400 men with supporting elements including artillery, engineers, a reconnaissance 

flight and logistic support.  Based at Bien Hoa, north of Saigon, the battalion and the 

expanded battalion group carried out counter-insurgency operations with combined US 

forces until its return to Australia in April 1966. 

In 1966 the Australian commitment was expanded to an independent task force 

which included two infantry battalions (5 RAR & 6 RAR), an artillery regiment, a 

cavalry squadron and other supporting arms and services, which included a detachment 

from 1 Ordnance Field Park (1 OFP), which was located at Moorebank in Sydney.  The 

Task Force totalled 4,500 men (including 500 National Servicemen from the first 

intake under the National Service scheme introduced in November 1964) and was to 

replace the 1
st
 Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR) which had been sent to 

Vietnam in June 1965. 

The force, which began arriving in April 1966, was known as 1st Australian 

Task Force (1 ATF).  It was based in Phuoc Tuy Province, east of Saigon and in the III 

Corps Tactical Zone.  The exact placement of the Task Force was at Nui Dat, a hill on 

Route 2, heading north through the centre of the province. 

A support group, the 1
st
 Australian Logistical Support Group (1 ALSG) was 

established at the port of Vung Tau where it had good access to American supply 

groups and where it was hoped that it would be safer from large scale attack. 

1 ATF was given tactical responsibility for the security of the province.  

Although under the nominal control of the American II Field Force Vietnam, the task 
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force retained a degree of operational independence, enabling it to practice its 

distinctively Australian approach to counter-insurgency. 

In August 1966, at Long Tan, an overwhelming defeat was inflicted on a 

massed enemy formation by a single Australian company (Delta Coy 6 RAR), 

supported by artillery.  By the end of 1966 the Task Force was expanding its area of 

operations and consolidating control over areas of Phuoc Tuy province.  It is 

interesting to note that a Morgan Gallup Poll, conducted in November 1966, showed 

that 63 per cent of Australians were in favour of the war, 24 per cent favoured 

withdrawal and 13 per cent were undecided. 

During April / May 1967, 7 RAR replaced 5 RAR and during May / June 

1967, 2 RAR replaced 6 RAR.  In May 1967 a detachment of 6 Ordnance Field Park (6 

OFP), stationed at Gaythorne in Brisbane, took over from the detachment of 1 OFP, 

which had arrived with the original units that set up the task force the year before.   

In late 1967 early 1968, 1 ATF was increased in size and effectiveness with the 

addition of a third battalion (3 RAR), a squadron of Centurion tanks and a Civil Affairs 

Unit.  During this period the Ordnance Field Park detachment was reinforced to 

become a full operational unit.  The unit then became 1 Ordnance Field Park (1 OFP) 

and retained this title until Australian forces were withdrawn from Vietnam. 

The year 1968 began with a major offensive by the Viet Cong and North 

Vietnamese Army, launched during the Vietnamese lunar New Year holiday period, 

known as “TET”.  For Australian troops, the effects of the offensive were felt around 

the Tack Force base at Nui Dat where a Viet Cong attack on targets around Baria, the 

provincial capital, was repulsed with few casualties. 

During March / April 1968, 1 RAR replaced 7 RAR and during April / May 

1968, 4 RAR/NZ replaced its sister „Anzac‟ battalion 2 RAR/NZ. 

Throughout 1968, 1 ATF took part in a number of major operations both 

within and outside Phuoc Tuy province.  In May 1968, 1RAR and 3RAR with artillery 

and tank support fought off large scale enemy attacks on Australian positions in the 

battle for Fire Support Bases Balmoral and Coral.  A small group of soldiers from 1 

OFP were at FSB Coral during these attacks.  In November 1968, 9 RAR commenced 

its first and only tour of duty by replacing 3 RAR 

By January 1969 the Australian Service personnel deployed to Vietnam peaked 

at 8,300, of which more than 7,000 were Army personnel.  Anti-war protests were 

gathering momentum in Australia and formal truce negotiations began in Paris.  

Opposition to conscription mounted as more people came to believe that the war could 

not be won. 

During February / March 1969, 5 RAR replaced 1 RAR for its second tour of 

duty.  The US government began to implement a policy of “Vietnamisation”, the term 

coined for a gradual withdrawal of US forces that would leave the war in the hands of 

the South Vietnamese.  With the start of these phased withdrawals, the emphasis of 

activities of the Australians in Phouc Tuy province shifted to the provision of training 

to the South Vietnamese Regional and Popular forces. 

In May 1969, 6 RAR/NZ replaced 4 RAR/NZ for its last tour of duty, and in 

early June 1969, 5 RAR was involved in a major battle with the NVA occupying the 

village of Binh Ba near the 1 ATF base at Nui Dat. 
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The Morgan Gallup Poll recorded in August 1969 that 55 per cent were in 

favour of Australian withdrawal; 40 per cent in favour of continuing the war; 5 per cent 

undecided. 

On 3 September 1969, Ho Chi Minh died in Hanoi aged 79.  During November 

1969, 8 RAR replaced 9 RAR for its first and only tour of duty. 

The Prime Minister, John Gorton, announced in April 1970 that the 8
th
 

Battalion (8 RAR) would not be replaced when its tour ended in November 1970.  Also 

in April 1970, 7 RAR arrived for its second tour of duty replacing 5 RAR and in May 

1970, 2 RAR/NZ arrived for its last tour of duty replacing 6 RAR/NZ. 

The first Moratorium demonstration in Australia was held on 8 May 1970.  

120,000 people marched to call for an end to Australian involvement in the war.  On 18 

September 1970, further Moratorium demonstrations were held in Australian cities in 

which 100,000 people marched and over 300 people were arrested. 

November 1970 saw the commencement of the winding down of Australia‟s 

military effort in Vietnam, with the reduction from three battalions to two, by the non-

replacement of 8 RAR at the conclusion of its tour of duty. 

The real winding down of involvement came in 1971 when it was announced 

that 1 ATF would be withdrawn by Christmas in line with the American withdrawal 

policy.  “Vietnamisation” began in earnest, with large areas of the province being 

handed over to the South Vietnamese Army. 

During February 1971, 3 RAR arrived to replace 7 RAR and during May 1971, 

4 RAR/NZ replaced 2 RAR/NZ.  Both units were destined not to serve out their full 

twelve months tour of duty in Vietnam.  From June to September 1971 both battalions 

were engaged in major battles with the NVA main force unit, the 33
rd

 Regiment, which 

had re-entered Phouc Tuy Province.  In September 1971, 4 RAR engaged in a major 

battle with a battalion of the 33
rd

 Regiment NVA in an extensive bunker system.  In the 

intense fighting, six Australians were killed in action.  This was the last major action 

involving the 1 ATF. 

3 RAR completed its tour in October 1971 and returned to Australia leaving 4 

RAR as the last battalion to leave Vietnam.  Early in November 1971, the remaining 

elements of the 1
st
 Australian Task Force (1 ATF) moved from their base at Nui Dat to 

the costal logistic base at Vung Tau. 

The last remaining major combat unit to leave Vietnam – the 4
th
 Battalion, 

RAR – arrived back in Australia on 17 December 1971.  Remaining elements, 

including Delta Company 4 RAR, returned home during the early months of 1972, 

after the preparation and packing of stores for return to Australia. 

A handful of Australian Army Training Team advisers and a small Australian 

Embassy guard remained in Vietnam.  The McMahon Liberal Government retained 

this small, but symbolic force, in Vietnam until the Labour Party won office on 2 

December 1972.  The new Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, ordered the army to 

withdraw the AATTV and end all association with the military effort in Vietnam.  

Conscription for National Service ended on 5 December 1972. 

Australia‟s participation in the Vietnam War was formally declared at an end 

when the Governor-General issued a proclamation on 11 January 1973.  The only 

combat troops remaining in Vietnam was a platoon guarding the Australian Embassy in 

Saigon.  This was withdrawn in June 1973.  On 25 April 1975, Australia closed its 

embassy in Saigon.  This final task of Australia‟s military in the Vietnam War was 
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conducted on ANZAC Day, when the RAAF participated in the evacuation of the 

Embassy and the final withdrawal of personnel from Saigon.  Communist forces 

capture Saigon on the 30 April 1975, as the last Americans left in scenes of panic and 

confusion. 

 

Statistical Data of the Vietnam War 
 

Numbers Who Served  (Dept Veterans Affairs – Vietnam Veterans Nominal Roll) 

Australian Army   41,544 

Royal Australian Air Force    4,674 

Royal Australian Navy   12,503 

Total:     58,721 

 

Casualties in Vietnam  (Australian Defence Force – Revised June 1988) 

Killed in Action          326 

Killed Accidentally           25 

Died of Wounds           68 

Missing in Action             6 

Non Battle Deaths           76 

Total:            501 

 

 

 
Photo – Australian War Memorial - Painting by Ken McFadyen 
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The Corps 
Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps  

 (RAAOC) 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

Compared to other Corps in the Australian Army, the role of RAAOC and its 

many functions are little understood by the community at large.  Its role is essential in 

providing the Army with all of its needs in both peace and war.  Basic logistic 

problems such as maintaining the Army on the battlefield for protracted periods with 

weaponry, ammunition, communications equipment, combat supplies, petroleum 

products, all types of vehicles, aircraft, small craft, parachutes and aerial cargo 

equipment and aerial maintenance, medical and dental supplies, clothing, field 

equipment and field accommodation are just some of the tasks which are the 

responsibility of the RAAOC. 

The RAAOC today plays a vital role in supporting the Australian Army to 

fulfil its assigned tasks in the defence and security of Australia.  No sustained military 

operations would be possible without the organisational skills of the RAAOC in 

providing essential logistic support to the Army, both in peace and when it is deployed 

in the field on exercises, or on operations. 

 

Ancient History behind the Ordnance Tradition. 
 

It is recognised that the Australian Army, and the RAAOC is no exception, 

adopted the traditions and general structure of Arms and Supporting Corps from that 

set down by the British Army.  It is a remarkable fact that the Ordnance Department 

has a greater antiquity than any other Branch or Corps of the British Army as the 

history of 'Ordnance' in Britain can be traced back for more than 700 years, where 

reference to its existence is recorded in the Statute of Winchester dated 1285 AD.  In 

this period there existed a 'Keeper of the King's Wardrobe' which was accommodated 

in the Tower of London and comprised an armoury containing body armour, swords, 

lances, spears, bows, arrows, slings, battering rams and catapults.  In 1299 AD an 

Artilliator was appointed and paid a wage from the Monarch's purse to manufacture or 

procure military implements for the King's Army.  In 1414 a 'Master of Works, 

Engines and Cannon and other types of Ordnance' was recorded, and in 1418 this title 

was amended to that of 'Master of Ordnance' when Lord Coke was appointed to office. 

The office of Master General of Ordnance at the Tower of London has 

continued in the British Army through the centuries until 1994, with many famous 
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persons holding that office, including the Duke of Wellington.  Until the beginning of 

the 18th century the function of operation of artillery tasks was the responsibility of 

Ordnance, but this ceased with the formation of the Royal Artillery in 1716 AD. 

It will be seen that Ordnance is the oldest Corps in the British Army and their 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps (RAOC) is rightly regarded within the (then) 

Commonwealth countries as the 'parent' corps for the Army Ordnance Corps which 

were eventually raised in Australia, India, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa and 

were modelled closely on the British pattern. 

 

Colonial Australia 
 

The origins of the Ordnance Services in Australia can be traced back to the 

initial military garrison, which accompanied Governor Arthur Phillip with the First 

Fleet, which arrived in Botany Bay in January 1788 to establish the NSW Penal 

Colony.  The military garrison sent to Australia, to guard the convicts and protect the 

settlement against the possible attack by aborigines, brought with it a small stock of 

military equipment, powder and ball shot and miscellaneous uniform and 

accoutrements to sustain the force for its two year tenure in the Colony, until the 

belated arrival of the Second Fleet into Port Jackson on 28 June 1790.  All of the 

British Regiments which followed to serve in the NSW Colony and other Colonies 

which were settled, until the final withdrawal of all British troops in 1870, brought 

with them the necessary maintenance and reserve stocks of military and warlike 

stores.  These stocks were strictly controlled by selected trustworthy military staff that 

possessed basic literacy and numeracy skills who were 'allotted to Ordnance duty'.  

Those soldiers so employed with 'Ordnance' tasks received a small public servants 

salary. 

The small number of garrisoned military staff that were allotted to 'Ordnance 

Duty' worked closely with the Government Storekeepers or Commissariats that were 

established by the Colonial Secretary in London upon settlement of each of the 

Colonies in Australia. The soldiers carrying out 'Ordnance' duties each received a 

small additional salary from the public purse in addition to their Army pay, the 

amount depending on their rank and degree of responsibility and record keeping 

ability. 

Between the time of the withdrawal of the British regiments from the colonies 

in 1870, and the Federation of Australia in 1901, Ordnance activity was essentially 

conducted by civilian staff military stores and Ordnance departments within the 

Colony Governments of each of the states, albeit some of these departments were 

headed by a military officer, or alternatively comprised small military staffs with the 

appropriate knowledge to address technical military matters.  The first military staffed 

Ordnance organisation in Australia was established in 1895 when the NSW Ordnance 

Stores Corps was raised by Colonel E.T.H. Hutton who was at that time the Military 

Commander in NSW.  This is believed to be the first military 'Corps' raised in 

Australia and provided that cornerstone for the establishment of the Ordnance Stores 

Corps by Hutton following Federation. 

 

Federation 
 

At the time of the Federation of Australia on 1 January 1901, each of the 

former Colonies within the new Commonwealth of Australia had its own Department 
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of Defence of sorts (which included a civil Ordnance Department except for the 

aforementioned military staffed NSW Ordnance Corps).  With the unification of the 

Colonies came the amalgamation of the various Departments of Defence, and the 

formation of the Australian Commonwealth Military Forces which came into being on 

1 March 1901.  Colonel E.T.H. Hutton of the NSW Colonial Forces was promoted to 

the rank of Major General to be the first Commander of the new Australian 

Commonwealth Military Forces. 

On 8 July 1902 Major General Hutton issued General Military Order No 104 

which approved the formation of the Australian Army Ordnance Department (AAOD) 

and the Military Ordnance Stores Corps which were to have joint responsibilities for 

the supply and repair of equipment.  The AAOD was a civilian staffed department of 

the Public Service which had a powerful union backing.  This union strength enabled 

the AAOD to retain overall control of the Ordnance Services for the Australian 

Commonwealth Military Forces until their Department (the AAOD) was militarised 

by order of the War Council on 29 May 1942.  The major weakness of the AAOD was 

the fact that it was only organised to operate in a peacetime role within Australia.  In 

his unsuccessful bid for the military, i.e. the AAOC, to assume control of the 

Ordnance Services, Major General Hutton repeatedly stated that the AAOD was 

unable to support an Army deployed in the field, particularly overseas.  He believed 

that its organisation was manned by civilians and was incapable of rapid expansion to 

meet the demands of an Army at war and this assessment was proved to be correct at 

the outbreak of World War 1. 

 

World War 1 
 

At the outbreak of World War 1 in 1914, none of the existing elements of the 

Australian Commonwealth Forces or the AAOD were permitted to serve outside of the 

Australian Commonwealth or its Territories, due to restrictions on service enshrined in 

the Defence Act (1903).  To overcome this situation an entirely separate 'volunteer' 

Army was raised for active service overseas. 

This Army was known as the 'Australian Imperial Force' or 1st AIF, and 

incorporated within its force structure was all of the types of units needed to support 

the force on the battlefield. 

In 1914 the AAOD was found to be holding little or no stock of the essential 

items with which to equip such a large mobilised force.  For example, there were only 

36 telephone sets to equip a total of 5 Australian divisions to be sent overseas.  

Notwithstanding the enormity of the task set before them, the AAOD in Australia, in 

conjunction with the small AAOC units with each of the Divisions which were raised 

to sail with the 1st AIF, worked tirelessly to equip the Australian Expeditionary Force.  

Between August 1914 and June 1917 the AAOD consigned almost 7 million separate 

articles of Australian manufacture for the maintenance of the 1st AIF in the field.  In 

addition more than 41 million articles of uniform were issued.  The AAOC units 

which served in the 1st AIF were attached to each of the Australian divisional 

headquarters and were responsible for providing direct Ordnance support to the 

Australian operations in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium and Palestine, often under 

trying and dangerous conditions.  During any war the enemy often concentrates on 

destroying logistic units or lines of communication to disrupt the force maintenance so 

essential to launching offensive operations.  This is evidenced by the fact that during 

the battles fought in France and Belgium between 1916 and 1918 almost 50% of the 
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4th AUST DIV AAOC personnel were killed by German aerial bombing or as a result 

of German artillery bombardments directed at their Ordnance supply dumps. 

The first AAOC unit to operate under active service conditions was the 1
st
 

AUST DIV Ordnance Supply Dump which was established on the beach at ANZAC 

Cove, Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, just two hours after the first assault troops of the 

ANZAC units stormed ashore.  This unit, which was commanded by LTCOL J.G. 

Austin, CMC served with distinction and laid the initial foundation upon which the 

traditions of the Corps have since been built.  Many people are not aware that the first 

Australian Army unit to be subjected to aerial bombing by enemy aircraft was the 1st 

AUST DIV Ordnance Supply Dump on Gallipoli.  One of the bombs dropped on the 

Ordnance unit by a Turkish aircraft, and which failed to explode, was recovered and 

today forms part of the Gallipoli display at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 

Upon the declaration of the end of World War 1 on 11 November 1918 the 

AAOC was required to de-equip and demobilise units of the 1st AIF in France.  This 

huge task was undertaken by Australian ordnance staff under the control of LTCOL 

J.H. Tuckett, MC, MM (AAOC) who was appointed as the Assistant Director of 

Ordnance Services, Demobilisation France.  Although all fighting units of the 1st AIF 

were permitted to return home quickly to Australia, this was not the case for the 

majority of AAOC personnel. 

Following the Armistice in 1918 all fit AAOC personnel were required to be 

directly involved with returning and accounting for all equipment returned by 

Australian forces, and for receipting these stores as a credit to Australia with the 

British Imperial Ordnance Depots located in Egypt, Palestine, France, Belgium and 

the United Kingdom.  As a result of this mammoth task AAOC personnel allotted to 

this work were not able to be repatriated to Australia until as late as July 1921, some 

seven years after enlisting for a perceived quick stint of adventurous service overseas.  

On their return to Australia in July 1921 the last element of the AAOC (1st AIF) was 

disbanded until the raising of AAOC Militia units four years later. 

 

Between the Wars (1919 - 1939) 
 

On 1 July 1925 AAOC units were again established, this time within the 

volunteer Militia Forces, following the demise of the Universal Training Scheme 

(UTS) which commenced in 1909 following the recommendation of Lord Kitchener's 

report into the Defence of Australia.  The UTS (which was empowered in legislation 

from 1909  until 1925) compelled all able bodied boys and men between 12 yrs and 21 

years of age to serve part time for ten years without financial recompense, firstly as 

cadets until reaching 18 years of age, and then in the Citizens Military Forces (CMF) 

as soldiers and officers. 

The AAOC units which were raised in each of the States on or after 1 July 

1926 were incorporated into the volunteer Militia (M), thus were known as AAOC 

(M) units.  In 1928 a number of AAOC Permanent Military Forces (PMF) 

appointments were established within the Permanent Army.  AAOC embellishments 

were also designed and approved in 1928 to distinguish Ordnance personnel 

The AAOC (PMF) appointments mentioned above were manned mainly by 

artificers and technically qualified members of the PMF.  These AAOC members were 

largely employed on tasks associated with the inspection, repair and maintenance of 

machinery, vehicles, technical equipment, field guns and ammunition. 
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The role of the part time AAOC (Militia) units which were raised in 1928, 

after the demise of the AAOC (CMF) units, was to provide a nucleus of trained 

personnel for the expansion of the Ordnance Services in time of war.  In the period 

leading unto World War 2 this small Militia Ordnance Corps received limited training 

and little worthwhile experience in Ordnance procedures. 

The lack of training opportunities afforded to the AAOC (M) members could 

be directly attributed to the obstructionist attitude of some of the most senior and 

influential members of the then civilian staffed AAOD organisation, which imposed 

strict limitations on the access to its depots by AAOC (M) units, as the AAOD felt that 

the existence of the AAOC (M) represented a direct threat to the AAOD's continued 

civil control over the Ordnance Services in the Army.  The AAOD failed to recognise 

that there was a role for both the AAOD in providing support in peace time and a 

uniformed Ordnance service, i.e. the AAOC (M) units, which could be deployed in the 

field or overseas in support of Army operations when required. 

 

World War 2 
 

 At the outbreak of war in 1939 Australia was again without adequate fighting 

equipment.  The total combined strength of the AAOD, AAOC (PMF) and AAOC 

(Militia) in 1939 consisted of only 950 all ranks, but by the war's end this strength had 

swelled to more than 24,000 uniformed personnel.  As expected the AAOD 

organisation was incapable of maintaining an Army at war.  At the outbreak of World 

War 2, on 3  September 1939, the AAOD could only boast 15,000 line items of stores 

and equipment's (mainly of World War 1 vintage), some 15,000 tons of ammunition 

and only 363 vehicles of all types. 

Due to the grave threat to Australia's security by Japan, which existed in early 

1942, the Commonwealth Government had no choice but to militarise the civilian 

AAOD for the duration of the war, and on 29 May 1942, the entire responsibility for 

the Ordnance Services was placed under total military control and assets were 

transferred to the AAOC.  By the war’s end the AAOC was successfully maintaining 

some 400,000 troops, of whom some 200,000 were serving overseas in operational 

areas.  At the end of the war, on 15 August 1945, the AAOC was controlling 1.85 

million square metres of covered accommodation, 400,000 line items of stores and 

equipment's, 450,000 tons of ammunition and more than 140,000 vehicles of all types 

AAOC members and AAOC units served within Australia as part of the CMF 

and in all overseas operational theatres within the 2nd AIF During World War 2 a total 

of 833 AAOC members lost their lives whilst on active service in Palestine, Egypt, 

North Africa, Syria, Greece, Crete, Malaya, Singapore, New Guinea, Borneo and the  

South West Pacific area.  More than half of the AAOC war casualties resulted from 

the deprivations, illnesses and punishments suffered during internment as prisoners of 

war in both German and Japanese POW camps. 

The first Australians to be executed by the Japanese were two AAOC soldiers, 

CPL Rod Breavington and PTE Victor Gale, who were shot and killed before a 

Japanese firing squad at Selarang Beach on Singapore Island on 2 September 1942. 

From Federation until the end of 1942 the repair and maintenance of 

equipment had been the responsibility of the Ordnance Services, that is the AAOD and 

the AAOC.  However, on 2 December 1942, the Corps of the Australian Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineers (AEME) was raised by the transfer of personnel, equipment and 

assets from the former AAOC Workshop units.  This step permitted the AAOC to 
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concentrate on the supply of equipment, leaving repair and its associated activities to 

the new Corps of AEME. 

The largest and perhaps the most important wartime AAOC depot in Australia 

was established at Bandiana in Victoria, which is still considered to be the 'home of 

the Corps'.  This depot was known as the 1st Australian Ordnance Vehicle Park (or 1 

AUST ORD VEH PK), and it held the majority of the Australian Army war stocks of 

vehicles, tanks and armoured vehicles which were stored at that location for 

subsequent issue to other Ordnance depots or Army units, either in Australia or 

overseas.  At its peak this depot held some 20,000 vehicles and the associated range of 

spare parts.  The depot was sited at Bandiana for two reasons.  Firstly, it was 

sufficiently far enough inland to achieve asset dispersal and thus be safe from possible 

enemy air attack or naval bombardment, and secondly, the fact that the Victorian/New 

South Wales border at Albury also saw a break in the standard railway gauge, where it 

was necessary to off load goods from one railway system to another.  Vehicles were 

railed or driven to 1 AUST ORD VEH PK for storage, and when required for issue 

they could be consigned by either the Victorian or NSW railways system to their 

ultimate destination or port of embarkation. 

 

Post World War 2  
 

Following the demobilisation of the 2nd AIF in 1946 the defence of Australia 

was catered for by the establishment of an ‘Interim Army’.  This Interim Army existed 

until 1950, by which time the Government had ascertained the requirement for a 

permanent Army which would guarantee the future security of Australia.  The 

Government repealed that section of the Defence Act (1903) which had prohibited the 

raising of permanent forces for service overseas, and in 1949 the Australian Regular 

Army (ARA) was raised. 

The RAAOC was included as an essential element of the newly formed ARA, 

and following the lessons learned during World War 2, it was determined that 

responsibility for the Ordnance Services should remain under military control and not 

be allowed to revert to the civil AAOD organisation which was being demanded by 

the Public Service and Storeman and Packers Unions on behalf of the former AAOD 

members who preferred to revert to their pre-war control of the Ordnance services. 

Immediately following World War 2, the former AAOC was heavily involved 

in the mammoth task of demobilising the Army and disposing of surplus vehicles, 

equipment and other assets as directed by the Commonwealth Disposals Commission.  

The AAOC (and later the RAAOC) were also involved with the disposal, destruction 

and dumping at sea of surplus or unsafe ammunition, including the clearance of 

ammunition and unexploded bombs in Army camps, Army ranges and ammunition 

dump sites in Australia and the battlefield areas in the South West Pacific area. 

On 25 November 1948, His Majesty King George VI granted the title 'Royal' 

to the Corps in recognition of the valuable service that the AAOC gave in support of 

the 1st Australian Imperial Force (AIF) and the 2nd AIF during World War 2. 

Since World War 2 the former AAOC and the RAAOC have provided support 

to the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces in Japan (BCOF), and to the 

Australian Army units committed to the Korean War, and in the campaigns fought in 

Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam, and more recently in the 1980s and 1990s, the many 

UN Peacekeeping Operations in various parts of the world (eg. South East Asia, 

Africa and the Middle East). 
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As part of the major Army reorganisation in 1973 the RAAOC assumed 

responsibility for engineer stores, foodstuffs, POL, medical and dental stores, thus 

becoming the single Australian Army Supply Service.  At the time of this change in 

roles selected RAE, RAAMC and former RAASC personnel that were experienced in 

the procurement and storage of these specialised commodities were transferred from 

their corps to the RAAOC. 

 

The RAAOC Today  
 

The RAAOC today represents a large integral part of the Australian Regular 

Army and the Army Reserve.  It is a Corps comprising some 350 regular officers, 100 

reserve officers, 2,500 regular soldiers and 1,200 reserve soldiers.  These 4,150 

members of the Corps, together with about 1,500 civilian staff, forms the basis of what 

was recently known as the Australian Army Supply Service, and which now is part of 

the integrated logistics service which provides support to the Army. 

Because of the present Army restructuring activity, which is aimed at 

introducing overall efficiencies, the logistic functions that were previously carried out 

by separate services have now been combined at unit level into single larger Logistic 

Groups, Battalions and Companies. 

Never-the-less, RAAOC elements inherent in those units and other RAAOC 

officers and soldiers that are part of the establishment of other formations and 

headquarters are performing tasks essential to supporting today's Army. 

The current role of the RAAOC is to provide relevant supply and clerical 

support together with ancillary services to the Army.  This involves the provisioning, 

receipt, storage and issue of all Army items of supply and the provision of other 

Ordnance services such as ammunition repair, salvage, manufacture of industrial 

gases, parachute maintenance, laundry and bakery facilities.  The Australian Army 

currently stocks an inventory comprising more than 200,000 different types of 

equipment's, commodities or individual line item headings. 

Those in the RAAOC today have inherited the spirit and traditions of those 

who have served before them and all strive to preserve the good reputation of the 

Corps set down by their AAOC and RAAOC forbears.  Although their Corps has no 

battle honours, Ordnance personnel have served with distinction in every theatre of 

war, consequently RAAOC members must be soldiers first and technicians second, 

and the training in the Corps is based on that premise.  Corps members never know 

when you will be called upon to fight as a soldier, as was the case during desperate 

days just prior to the fall of   Singapore in 1942 when the Ordnance elements were 

formed into a battalion and fought as infantry holding on to their section of the line 

against heavy attacks by Japanese invaders. 

In other WW2 theatres Ordnance soldiers suffered their share of enemy air 

action and bombings, particularly during the siege of Tobruk and the fall of Crete.  

They have also played their part when called upon to repel attacks by German dive 

bombers, paratroopers, infantry and tanks.  Ordnance also suffered casualties in the 

Vietnam War.  Ordnance men are soldiers first and 'Ordnance' second. 

Since the Vietnam war ended the Army in general and the Ordnance Corps 

have undergone widespread changes in organisation and philosophy.  The move from 

manual accounting through centralised computers to the online systems of today has 

seen a significant shift in the way supply business is done.  Introduction of integrated 
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logistics has seen the demise of independent RAAOC units with Land Army units now 

comprising all elements of the logistic function. 

The base area functions previously undertaken by the Base Ordnance 

Depots/Supply Battalions etc have largely been outsourced to contractors across 

Australia.  The limited number of military and public service personnel remaining in 

these logistic units mainly carry out the role of contract management to ensure that the 

contractors are providing the services as required under the particular contract. 

There have been a number of other changes whereby trades such as the QM 

and administrative clerk functions for almost all Corps in the Army have been 

transferred to Ordnance.  The result of this is that in providing this administrative 

support RAAOC personnel serve in almost every unit in the Australian Army. 

The reorganisation of the higher command elements of the Defence Force led 

to the eventual disestablishment of all Corps Directorates at the end of November 

1997.  The functions previously carried out by D ORD were devolved to various 

organizations throughout Defence.  The need to maintain the heritage and regimental 

aspects of the various Corps was recognised and the Chief of Army appointed a Senior 

Officer as Honorary Head of Corps with a GRes Major as the Staff Officer Grade 2 

Corps.  In 2001 the Army recognised that the Head of Corps function was not 

providing all that was needed to maintain Corps morale and traditions and the Chief of 

Army issued an instruction to reinvigorate the Head of Corps function.  This 

instruction tasked Heads of Corps with certain responsibilities concerning the running 

of their particular Corps.  In addition a LTCOL within each Corps training institution 

was to be appointed as Deputy Head of Corps with a full time Major as SO2 Corps 

and the GRes Major’s position was redesignated Staff Officer to the Head of Corps.  

The end result of this was that the Corps went from a Head of Corps organization 

comprising two part time personnel to one comprising one full time and three part 

time personnel.  This has enabled the Head of Corps to undertake a number of 

initiatives in the regimental and heritage areas and also to provide advice to the Chief 

of Army concerning the capability issues currently affecting the Corps and its ability 

to provide the supply and clerical support required to sustain the fighting elements of 

the Defence Force. 

The RAAOC today provides a continuing high level of supply and clerical 

support to the Army and other elements of the ADF. 

 
Footnote. 
 
Assistance in compiling the section on ‘The RAAOC Today’ was kindly provided by 
Major Rod Norman – SO2 Corps Heritage RAAOC. 
 
A very comprehensive history of the Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps can be 
found in the book “TO THE WARRIOR HIS ARMS – A History of the Ordnance 
Services in the Australian Army”  by Major John D. Tilbrook – ISBN: 0 7316 6454 X 
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The Corps Badge 
 

 

 

The Corps Motto 
 

“Sua Tela Tonanti” 
 

“To the Warrior his Arms” 
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The Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam 
 

 
1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) 1966 -67 (Photo – Graham Alexander) 

 

 
The Unit Sign (Photo – Graham Alexander) 

 

 
6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) 1967 -68 (Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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The Ordnance Field Park in Vietnam 
 

 

 

 

Overview (May 1966 to February 1972) 
 
The first Ordnance Field Parks were established during the Second World 

War.  They served with distinction in the Middle East, in Syria and at the siege of 

Tobruk, and later on in the New Guinea campaign.  From 1955 to 1966, RAAOC was 

represented by a small group of personnel posted to the 28
th
 Commonwealth Infantry 

Brigade Ordnance Field Park (28 OFP) during the Malayan Emergency. 

Phase one of the Vietnam conflict saw the deployment of RAAOC personnel 

in the war as part of 1
st
 Australian Logistic Support Company (1 ALSC) with 1st 

Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (1 RAR) in Bien Hoa in May 1965. 

In 1966 the Australian commitment was expanded to an independent task 

force which included two infantry battalions (5 RAR & 6 RAR), an artillery regiment, 

a cavalry squadron and other supporting arms and services. 

The Order of Battle (ORBAT) for Vietnam was announced in March 1966 

and included a detachment from the 1st Ordnance Field Park (1 OFP), stationed at 

Moorebank in Sydney, to be named the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment).  The 

detachment and the 1st Composite Ordnance Company (1 COC) were the only 

independent RAAOC units listed on the original ORBAT for Vietnam. 

The detachment was required for service in Vietnam in support of the 1st 

Australian Task Force (1 ATF) based at Nui Dat, and was to become integrated into 

the Task Force Administrative Area (TFAA), and later on, in late 1967, into the 

redesignated Task Force Maintenance Area (TFMA) in Vietnam.  The task of units 

within the TFAA / TFMA was “to provide immediate logistic support to the 1
st
 

Australian Task Force”.  The following were the units that made up the TFAA / 

TFMA; HQ 26 Company Royal Australian Army Service Corps (RAASC),  85 

Transport Platoon RAASC,  Detachment 52 Supply Platoon RAASC,  Detachment 25 

Supply Platoon RAASC,  Detachment 8 Petroleum Platoon RAASC,  Detachment 176 

Air Dispatch Company RAASC,  Detachment 1 Divisional Stores & Transport 

Workshop,  Ordnance Field Park RAAOC,  Detachment 1 Communication Zone 

Postal Unit,  Detachment 11 Movement Control Group Royal Australian Engineers 

(RAE),  Detachment Australian Forces Vietnam Cash Office and Detachment 2 

Australian Force Canteen Unit 

As part of the Task Force Maintenance Area (TFMA) the Ordnance Field 

Park‟s responsibilities included: 

 The maintenance of a reserve of controlled stores on behalf of the Task Force 

Commander. 
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 The receipt in bulk and distribution in unit lots, of stores and equipment which 

had been requested by 1 ATF units, and procured from a variety of sources. 

 The provision of troops for the defence of the Task Force area.  These defensive 

responsibilities include the participation in the patrolling program, in and 

around the Task Force Base, including the TAOR Patrolling program and the 

ATF Ready Reaction Force. 

The detachment‟s scaling of stores were deliberately reduced to cater for the 

maintenance of Landrovers, the fleet of International trucks, the 7.62mm range of 

weapons and the Owen Gun as well as its normal scaling of stores.  The original 

maintenance plan (later criticised by the Director of Ordnance Services) envisaged that 

all of the logistic support for the Australian forces would be provided by the US Army 

logistic system in Vietnam.  This had been the case with the Australian battalion group 

operation out of Bien Hoa in 1965, 

The original Ordnance Field Park detachment consisted of fourteen personnel 

(one Officer and thirteen Other Ranks) to service the needs of two infantry battalions 

(5 RAR and 6 RAR) plus the supporting arms and service elements.  The absurdity of 

the situation could be best demonstrated by considering that the staffing level of the 

101st Field Workshop Stores Section, also committed to service in Vietnam was one 

Officer and sixteen Other Ranks.  The strength of the full Ordnance Field Park at 

home, carrying out similar work to that of the detachment, was three Officers and 

forty seven Other Ranks.  The fourteen personnel selected for active service with the 

detachment were the cream of Ordnance soldiers at that time. 

 

 
1966 / 67 – 1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) location on Hill ‘Nui Dat 2’ 

(Photo – Graham Alexander) 
 

The advance party of the detachment, along with the Task Force‟s scaling of 

stores sailed aboard HMAS “Sydney”.  Ten days later, on 4 May 1966, the main body 

of the detachment  departed RAAF Base Richmond on a B707 Qantas charter flight to 
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Vung Tau (via Townsville, Manila and Saigon).  On arrival in Vietnam the 

detachment's main body linked up with the advance party on the "Back Beach" at 

Vung Tau.  The detachment was accommodated in the 1st Australian Logistic Support 

Group (1ALSG) area where they spent about a month refurbishing and reconditioning 

stores whilst the 1st Australian Task Force (1 ATF) position at Nui Dat was being 

secured. 

On 5th June 1966 the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) consisting of 

fourteen personnel under the command of Lieutenant Norm Clarke deployed forward 

to the Task Force Administrative Area at Nui Dat.  Upon arrival at Nui Dat the 

detachment was allocated an area which was part of the 1
st
 Australian Reinforcement 

Unit's (1 ARU) perimeter and worked quickly to establish its position on a Hill called 

"Nui Dat 2".  The hill was located next to “Nui Dat 1” which was so named because it 

was the highest and most prominent feature at the Task Force Base.  Nui Dat 1 was 

occupied by a Special Air Service (SAS) Squadron and was commonly referred to as 

SAS Hill. 

It was a time for uncertainty and intense sustained activity as 1 ATF 

developed its base and began operations throughout the province to dominate its area 

of operation and deny freedom of movement to the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) 

and Viet Cong (VC) as part of phase two of the Vietnam conflict.  

The allocated OFP position on Nui Dat 2 Hill was amidst fairly dense 

vegetation comprising mainly low scrub and a few tall trees with rubber plantations in 

the surrounding area occupied by other 1 ATF units.  A rudimentary road system was 

developed by Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) amongst these plantations to serve 

the considerable vehicle activity within the base.  These routes were unsealed but 

some were covered with loose blue metal surfacing to provide hard standing and relief 

from the heavy red dust that rose from the red clay in summer months and the sticky 

red mud that accumulated during the wet season.  The main supply route to Nui Dat 

was from Baria which, although described as a „Class A All Weather‟ road on military 

maps was in extremely poor condition for most of the time and deteriorated markedly 

during the wet months.  Local road conditions were aggravated by the „right hand 

drive' rule which applied to the Vietnamese road system.  It was not unusual to see 

traffic congestion on this busy main supply route where military vehicles would be 

occupying the left and right lanes, whilst a multitude of Lambrettas, motor cycles, 

bicycles, and oxen-drawn carts driven by the locals were using the centre lane, or 

wherever else they could fit, by weaving in and out of the military traffic.  Enemy 

actions of demolishing major bridges along Route 2 in earlier attacks (1965/66) 

seriously impaired the traffic flow and all traffic had to negotiate a makeshift narrow 

replacement spans over rivers. 

Throughout the deployment of 1 ATF, helicopter resupply enabled urgent 

logistic supply activity to be maintained when road convoys were interrupted due to 

congestion or enemy action. 

The Ordnance Field Park Detachment quickly established its position on the 

hill in the Task Force Administrative Area (TFAA) and began providing limited direct 

support to the Task Force almost immediately.  Included in this were issues of fast 

moving items from the stock holding of the Task Force Commander's operational 

reserve of weapons (eg. flame throwers) and controlled equipment, providing a 

distribution centre for ordnance items issued from 1 ALSG and Australia and assisting 
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in water distribution in the Task Force Base. 

A laundry service was established at Baria, the provincial capital, by the 

Detachment in late 1967 after camp beds and linen were supplied.  This service 

handled the laundering of two sets of jungle greens per soldier per week and bed linen.  

Laundry was done under local arrangements by towns' people. A problem arose when 

the laundry contractor in Baria started to use fish oil based soap on the Australian 

laundry which had the effect of attracting many thousands of flies with black back 

(flies) a common complaint.  As a result the Deputy Assistant Director of Ordnance 

Services, Australian Forces Vietnam (DADOS AFV) had to arrange the supply of 

soap powder from Australia and strictly supervise its use; otherwise the contractor 

would sell the soap on the local black market. 

It soon became obvious, even to the Task Force Headquarters that the site 

allocated for the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) was unsuitable to 

accommodate its wide range of activities.  Furthermore logistic activities were being 

observed by the Viet Cong.  This added dimension was graphically illustrated when 

the first Viet Cong mortar attack on the Task Force Base occurred on the night of 17th 

August 1966.  The mortar strikes landed in the detachment's position while other 

rounds landed in adjacent areas occupied by the 1st Australian Reinforcement Unit 

and the Postal Unit.  Luckily no OFP personnel were injured although the 

detachment's bulk stocks did not fare so well and considerable damage was suffered.  

Detailed stock escaped unscathed from mortar shrapnel due to the 'bin pack" storage 

system being used by the detachment.  Due to the tears in the canvas caused by 

shrapnel, the storage tents provided limited storage from the rains until such 

accommodation was gradually replaced.  This mortar attack occurred in Nui Dat in the 

early morning on the day before the battle now known as “The Battle of Long Tan".  

Apart from the shelling of the ordnance element of the 1st Australian Logistic Support 

Company at Bien Hoa in 1965, this was the first time since the Second World War 

that an independent RAAOC unit had been subjected to direct enemy fire. 

As a result of the mortar attack, negotiations for a new area for 1
st
 Ordnance 

Field Park (Detachment) were given added impetus when the Australian Government, 

as part of the build up of the 1st Australian Task Force, announced an increase in the 

Task Force to a three battalion force.  The announcement in turn came with the 

decision to return the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) to Australia after its 

twelve month tour in Vietnam.  The 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) was to be 

replaced by a detachment from 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park stationed at Gaythorne in 

Brisbane. 

A new location for the 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) and the 

replacing 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) was of primary concern and a new 

area was quickly located at the eastern end of Luscombe Airfield, in an area adjacent 

to the 6
th
 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment.  Development of the new area 

proceeded quickly enough to allow the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) to 

occupy the new facilities on their arrival in Nui Dat from Australia in late April 1967. 

The new facility initially comprised a number of simple concrete-floored. 

galvanised iron, open ended shelters for storage with hard standing (a luxury in those 

days) to enable off loading of vehicles from daily stores convoy from 1 ALSG in 

Vung Tau.  The headquarters building was a prefabricated Lysaght hut; however 

living quarters were to remain in the ubiquitous 16x16 foot sandbagged tents, with 
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messing facilities being provided by 6
th
 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment.  The 

detachment's new location and accommodation was a substantial change and a far cry 

from its old position on the "hill". 
 

 
1967 – New Store Sheds and Control Office / HQ Building 

(Photo – Ted Sellens) 
 

The 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) ceased its operations in Vietnam 

on 5
th
 May 1967 and returned to Australia on 7

th
 May 1967.  Upon the arrival of the 1

st
 

Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) in Australia on 8
th
 May 1967 its personnel were 

either posted to other ordnance units in Australia or absorbed in to the Ordnance Field 

Park at Holsworthy, New South Wales 

The 6th Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) continued to support the lst 

Australian Task Force in Vietnam from its new base at the eastern end of Luscombe 

airfield adjacent to 6 RAR.   

By mid 1967 the decision was made that most support units would replace 

personnel on a man for man basis, rather than a unit by unit basis, as had been the case 

in the past.  This resulted in the commencement of the rotation of some members of 

the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) in late August 1967.  There is some 

argument that the unit replacement system was preferable to the replacement on an 

individual basis.  Better team work and a sense of belonging amongst the troops were 

more evident in the units that were replaced on a unit basis (eg. Infantry Battalions).  

Troops who arrived under the man for man replacement basis (short timers) struggled 

for some time until they were accepted by those who had been with the unit for a 

longer period.  In many cases, Vietnam Veterans, to this day, are still struggling with 

psychological problems associated with this type of posting. 

2Lt Alan Davis (Unit 2IC in 1969) recalls that because the OFP was 

reinforced on an individual basis rather than as a unit, it suffered from the wide 

divergence of knowledge, from the new „Reo‟s,‟ to those who were on their run down.  
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Looking back, he now realises that this caused a lot of difficulties, not the least being 

that a level of theatre knowledge was assumed without giving the new boys any 

structured training. 

As part of the build up of the 1st Australian Task Force to a three battalion 

force, it was announced that the Detachment of the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park would be 

raised to the status of a full strength Ordnance Field Park.  As part of this 

reorganisation the detachment of 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park was redesignated as the 1

st
 

Ordnance Field Park on 1 February 1968, the name the unit kept for the remainder of 

the Vietnam Conflict. 

The 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park operational strength in Vietnam was two Officers 

and forty two Other Ranks.  The unit's organisation consisted of a Headquarters 

element, a Provision / Control Section, Internal Audit Section, Headquarters Section, 

Bath Section and a Stores Platoon.  A Supply / Control Group and Documentation 

Group were also included.  The 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park continued to support the 1

st
 

Australian Task Force and offered a full range of Field Park services, including 

service demands, US supply and self service. 

All bulk supplies of ordnance stores and equipments were shipped from 

Australia to 1 Composite Ordnance Company, Vung Tau (the unit title was later 

changed to 2 Composite Ordnance Depot in May 1966).  Resupply problems were 

experienced in Vietnam in later years (1968-1970) when ordnance stores and other 

defence supplies were delayed on the wharves in Sydney as a direct result of dock 

strikes.  This affected not only operational activities, but also interfered with the 

troops' comfort and recreation in that commodities, such as beer, were not arriving in 

theatre. 

Fortunately the majority of rations consumed in Vietnam were sourced from 

the US supply system.  Additionally, ample stocks of American beer could be 

obtained, albeit the Yankee brew was not like the real thing.  In a bid to reduce the 

amount (the sheer bulk) of stores required to be shipped from Australia on the 

"Jeparit", the local purchase staff at DADOS AFV in Saigon set to work procuring 

commercially available items.  Items procured by DADOS AFV staff included 

furniture, industrial gases, construction materials, stationery, steel piping and kitchen 

utensils with more than A$1 million being expended annually on these commodities. 

By now the ordnance resupply system to 1 ATF was based on the Ordnance 

Field Park at Nui Dat providing direct or second line support, with 2 Composite 

Ordnance Depot, Vung Tau, providing general or third line support.  There were three 

categories of demands - viz - Routine, Service or Staff demands.  A Routine demand 

was submitted in the form of an indent on the OFP.  If the stores could not be provided 

from either the OFP at Nui Dat or 2 Composite Ordnance Depot, or from within US 

stocks held at Vung Tau, a signal demand would be referred back to AHQ Melbourne 

in order to satisfy the requirement.  The stores from Australia could then be delivered 

by RAAF air or by sea into Vung Tau according to operational priority.   

Equipment requested on a routine demand was delivered from 1 ALSG to the 

OFP for redistribution, or if required direct to units by second line RAASC transport.  

Service demands covered the whole range of stores and supplies and were solely for 

use by 1 ATF units in the Nui Dat region.  They included those stores commonly used 

(i.e. rations, Petrol Oil & Lubricants and ammunition).  These service demands were 

sub-categorised into maintenance demands, priority maintenance demands and 
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operational demands.  The crucial point about the types of demands was the timing 

allowed for their processing - a maintenance demand delivery may be required within 

48 hours of submission of that demand on the ordnance unit or depot. 

Priority maintenance demands were requisitions for stores which had to be 

delivered to the unit within 24 hours of the identified need and operational demands 

were urgent requests requiring immediate action and delivery.  Obviously the 

operational demand took priority over all other transactions and delivery was affected 

by either scheduled road convoys, aircraft or if dictated by the staff by alternate 

special delivery means using either vehicle, helicopter or watercraft to deliver the 

operational needs to the first line units.  Staff demands on the other hand were raised 

by 1 ATF for vital stores such as controlled stores, vehicles, weapons or urgently 

required operationally significant items which were to replace equipment lost in battle, 

or were not on unit establishments or equipment tables, but were needed by the 

Australian Task Force actively involved in field operations. 

1 ALSG conducted a daily logistic conference at Vung Tau to plan the 

resupply program for the next day in order to provide required supplies for 1 ATF.  

Representatives from the support group elements attended these conferences which 

considered the details of current demands and determined unit and load priorities.  

Transport was also scheduled and the back loading of stores and salvage was also 

arranged.  An intelligence officer was normally present at the conference to brief the 

representatives in attendance on current enemy activity, road closures, road conditions 

and any road detours.  Depending on the amount of such enemy activity, resupply 

would either be conducted swiftly, without interruption, or could be delayed for 

several hours awaiting a change of circumstance in the area. 

Phase 5 of Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War, during mid 1969 to 

August 1971, saw counter-guerrilla and pacification operations being conducted 

concurrently with the aim of upgrading ARVN regional forces.  Operations continued 

against the ever present enemy and villages were secured by land defoliation and 

erection of man proof perimeter fences.  Simultaneously, the Australian Task Force 

carried out an extensive civic action program designed to improve health, education, 

living standards, the country's economy and the morale of the local villagers.  

Australian Civil Aid Teams, comprising volunteer medical staff, operated extensively 

in South Vietnam freely giving their services to improve the life of the less fortunate 

villagers.  It was hoped these measures would result in an increased resistance by the 

Vietnamese community to the Viet Cong infrastructure, while at the same time 

providing a more positive and demonstrable means of gaining acceptance of the 

presence of the allied forces. 

In 1970 the US Government determined that the Vietnamese were quite 

capable of handling their own political affairs and should take over complete 

responsibility for the future conduct of their internal conflicts.  In April 1970, the 

Australian Government made the decision to withdraw one battalion of its troops after 

completion of its current tour of duty and not replace it.  Similarly, it was decided in 

November 1970 that the Australian troops would follow the American decision to 

scale down involvement in Vietnam and commence withdrawal procedures for 

Australian units as current tours of duty came to an end. 

By 1971 distinct progress had been made in Vietnamese communities with 

allies having improved roads, irrigation systems, instituted education programs and 
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established medical and dental facilities.  By late March 1971 the withdrawal of the 1
st
 

Australian Task Force from Vietnam was well into the planning stage. 

In January 1971 the Ordnance Field Park was operating with its full 

complement of staff and equipment.  Over succeeding months the unit‟s role at Nui 

Dat reduced again to a Detachment as a number of personnel moved to Vung Tau and 

became “caretakers” of the stores and equipment that were being relocated as part of 

the withdrawal phase. 

The Detachment at Nui Dat had responsibility for controlled stores, the 

operation of the self service store and the monthly bulk break of clothing and 

equipment.  Subsequently it had responsibility for the wash point operation which was 

required to clean tanks and equipment being returned to Vung Tau and then on to 

Australia. 
 

 
Self Service Store at Nui Dat  (Photo – Garry Downs) 

 

When the Task Force moved out of Nui Dat in October 1971, the Detachment 

ceased operations and moved to join the remainder of the unit at Vung Tau.  At Vung 

Tau the Detachment continued to provide Ordnance support to the remaining 

Australian land forces in Vietnam, thus enabling 2 AOD to close down operations and 

withdraw its assets to Australia.  1 OFP Vung Tau conducted a progressive outscaling 

operation during the latter part of 1971 whilst still maintaining support in theatre. 

In the final days of the Vietnam Conflict the personnel of the 1st Ordnance 

Field Park worked long and hard hours, but produced credible results in providing the 

required ordnance support to the very end.  This support contributed to the successful 

and orderly withdrawal of the 1st Australian Task Force and its supporting elements 

from Vietnam by February 1972. 
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The Life of an Ordnance Field Park Soldier in Vietnam 
 

Some members of the first RAAOC elements were sent to Vietnam without 

having undergone any prior training or acclimatisation training in Australia.  This 

matter was later rectified by compulsory attendance of soldiers destined to Vietnam at 

field training (Battle Efficiency) courses which were conducted at the Jungle Training 

Centre (now known as the Land Warfare Centre) at Canungra.  Without this 

experience provided at Canungra and without any prior knowledge of the war or 

country in which they were to serve, the first of the RAAOC personnel entered 

Vietnam with considerable trepidation. 

Arrival in Vietnam in 1965/66/67 was either by sea on the troopship HMAS 

„Sydney” or by air on RAAF Hercules C130 aircraft.  From 1967 troops were usually 

flown to Vietnam and returned on QANTAS Boeing 707 charter flights. 

An aspect of life in Vietnam was the need to administer anti-malarial tablets 

daily, since the jungle environment of Vietnam, with its stagnant pools and intense 

humidity, encouraged the disease carrying malarial mosquitoes to flourish.  Morning 

roll-call parades were used to ensure that all soldiers were issued with their daily 

ration of Paludrin medication. Observation by NCOs ensured that the tablets were 

consumed 'on parade'.  After a belly full of beer the night before, these gagging pills 

were bitter to swallow and mighty hard to keep down. 

All OFP soldiers were required to secure their unit‟s location by digging 

trenches, filling sandbags, building Defence Posts (DP) and establishing stores 

systems in newly constructed storehouses to replace the initial stores tents.  Weapon 

pits were also dug next to their tented accommodation, where they would 'stand to' 

when required in the event of a possible attack. 

Beside their normal duties within the Ordnance Field Park, other tasks were 

assigned to OFP soldiers such as assisting in the joint protection of the Task Force 

Base by manning nightly pickets on the Task Force Base perimeter wire.  As part of 

the Task Force Maintenance Area (TFMA), soldiers from the OFP were required to 

undertake a range of infantry type patrols to allow the infantry to concentrate on 

external operations against the enemy.  The tasks varied from overnight ambushes, 

standing patrols, fighting patrols, provision of protection parties for overnight civil aid 

projects, defence of Fire Support Bases (FSB), to much longer activities of up to 

fourteen days. 

2Lt Alan Davis recalls that these patrols took on increased importance since 

the arms units spent most of the time deployed outside the province.  These patrols 

were run by the Corporals. Any Officers, Warrant Officers or Senior NCOs who 

wanted to go were relegated to riflemen.  On one occasion their patrol (with rifleman 

2Lt Davis and radio operator S/Sgt Sid Brent) harboured up in a bamboo thicket 

overlooking a river.  No sooner had they set themselves up and completed their last 

light clearing patrol, than an enemy group of about twenty came along the river bank 

below their position.  This was probably a supply column rather than a fighting patrol 

because there were women spaced through the group carrying long poles with lights at 

the top to show the way.  Before they could react this column disappeared from sight 

around the next river bend, but they could still hear their progress as they skirted to the 

other side of the bamboo thicket where they also harboured up for the night, some 

hundred metres from their position.  Alan and Sgt Sid Brent assumed control at this 
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point.  Alan reasoned that they had the advantage since the enemy did not know they 

were there, but there was little point starting a fire fight until they could see them.  So 

they radioed Task Force Operations and requested artillery.  TF Ops refused on the 

basis that being „Pogos‟ the patrol wouldn‟t have a clue where they were and TF Ops 

didn‟t want to drop a salvo on them.  Before Alan could argue their radio died so they 

settled down to anticipate dawn and the probability of a fight.  In the event, the enemy 

roused before first light and moved off away from the patrol‟s position into the bush.  

The patrol was unable to react since its way was barred by the bamboo thicket.  With 

dawn they were able to confirm their position with the map so the artillery would have 

been justified.  Alan recalls that the whole situation was quite humorous really. 
 

 
May 1969- Private Kevin Dwyer (left) from 1 OFP, on patrol with Private Vivian Rooks 
from 85 Transport Platoon RAASC.  Both soldiers are part of a TFMA patrol providing 

security to the Task Force Base at Nui Dat 
(Photo – Australian War Memorial Canberra) 

 

The Task Force at Nui Dat was able to provide some light relief for its 

operational troops, by establishing an outdoor concert venue at Luscombe Bowl 

(better known as the Dust Bowl due to the red clay dust that covered the area in 

summer).  Here up to 1,000 troops could be entertained depending upon the operations 

underway at the time. 

For the new and uninitiated to Nui Dat, it was a common practice for the old 

hands with whom the newcomer would be sharing accommodation and duties to 

advise the new boy of the two social events not to be missed in the local area.  They 

were known as the Baria or Hoa Long dances and the Dat Do dog races.  These quite 

fictitious occasions were supposedly held each Saturday afternoon and army transport 

was even provided for those who wished to attend.  It always caused quite a good deal 

of merriment back at the lines when a young, keen soldier on the lookout for 
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adventure in a strange country would return to his tent, dressed in his finery, after 

having waited for a lengthy time for transport which never arrived to transport green 

Casanovas to venues which didn't exist. 

Both Nui Dat and Vung Tau were serviced by Australian Salvation Army and 

Red Cross staff who were relentless in providing recreational comfort to all troops.  

They would visit fire support bases and hand out the cool drinks, sweets, books and 

writing materials and visit the hospitals to try and cheer up the patients.  Army 

chaplains worked side by side with the Salvos, although chaplains generally 

concentrated their efforts in the bases, providing Sunday morning church services or 

accompanying the field troops in case they were needed to administer church services 

and last rite functions in the field. 

Another comfort to the soldier in Vietnam was the arrival of letters and 

parcels from home, sometimes from complete strangers who as a result of patriotic 

radio announcers' pleas suddenly wanted to contribute to lessening the distance for the 

troops between Vietnam and Australia.  It was not unusual for soldiers to share their 

parcels from home with their mates (especially cakes, sweets and books) and this 

provided some link to home which otherwise may have been very distant.  A link with 

home of a different nature was the news of moratoriums being held in Australian cities 

to demonstrate against Australia's involvement in Vietnam‟s affairs.  These moratoria 

(officially only two were held) did not really register with the Australian troops in 

Vietnam as their world seemed so far removed from the scenes back home.  The 

concerns of the troops lay more with protecting themselves and their mates and in 

fulfilling the role assigned to them in Vietnam - the containment of the spread of 

communism and terror in that region. 

 
Original French Villa (on left) used as the R&C Centre in Vung Tau.  The new centre (on 

right) was opened in late 1967   (Photos – Bob Nash & Tony Flanagan) 

 

During a 12 months tour of duty in Vietnam, troops were given five days Rest 

and Convalescent (R and C) leave in country, and five days Rest and Recreational (R 

and R) leave which could be taken in either Manila, Taipei, Hong Kong Singapore or 

Bangkok.  In October 1967, Australia was included on the list of countries for taking 

R and R.  This option was received favourably, especially amongst the married or 

engaged troops who chose to be re-united with their loved ones and dependants in 

favour of the other oriental destinations.  To make life in Vung Tau a little less 

foreign, a former French villa was commissioned by the Australian and New Zealand 

armies to operate as a recreation centre. 

At the R and C Centre the soldiers were provided with fresh food cooked by 
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Australian Army caterers, a pleasant alternative to the powdered eggs, powdered milk, 

dehydrated vegetables and monotonous menu provided under the scales of issue which 

the US Army operated in the early years of Australian involvement.  The only 

drawback with Australian troops being rationed under the US system was that 

repetitive meals occurred for about a month before the menu was changed - the only 

consolation with being supplied under the US ration system was that there was always 

an abundance of this food and fresh fruit was rarely in short supply. 

Christmas Day in Vietnam was particularly memorable.  During a tour of duty 

(unless shortened) it was impossible to miss out on at least one Christmas in Vietnam.  

Christmas Day meant extra rationing as is the custom for Christmas lunch for the 

„living-in‟ soldiers of today.  Special ration supplements were sent from Australia, 

particularly pork, turkey beef and whole vegetables for roasting for Christmas lunch.  

The officers of most units participated in the old tradition of carving and serving the 

soldier's lunch and refreshment.  Money was even put in the Christmas pudding and of 

course Australian coins were used for this tradition since the local currency issued to 

servicemen was known as Military Payment Certificates (MPC) and was in a paper 

form only. 
 

 
1970 – A Concert Party performing at Luscombe Bowl 

(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
 

On the topic of money, all soldiers were paid in MPC currency, which 

although it was intended for use within military bases only, soon became accepted as 

legal tender in the towns.  Since soldiers had little to spend their money on, except 

alcohol, cigarettes (which were extremely cheap) or souvenirs to send home; most 

saved a tidy sum of money during their stay. 

The Post Exchange (PX) was run in the same style as retail department stores, 

carrying all lines of goods such as electrical gear, gifts, cameras, cigarettes and 

anything that a soldier would want to purchase at duty free prices.  Through the PX, 
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and aided by an excellent Army operated postal service, soldiers were able to send 

goods back to Australia.  Alternatively, they could stock them up and bring them 

home through Customs.  Favourites amongst the smaller things to be sent home 

through the mail system were Vietnamese dolls, cigarettes and bottles of alcohol, 

although getting the bottles back in one piece and within customs quotas required a 

good deal of skill.  This was accomplished by using 105mm ammunition cardboard 

casings since they made excellent cases for the fine old Chivas Regal.  Occasionally 

goods were not received at their destination in Australia.  The reasons for this lay 

either with parcels going astray within the Australian postal service (PMG) or being 

deemed a 'breakage' by the postal authorities (and no doubt disposed of appropriately). 

For those who preferred a few beers after work, when time allowed, it was 

easy to consume their daily ration of two cans per person (unless at an official unit 

function or by unofficially using the two can allowance from non-drinkers).  The 

allowance system was maintained by unit canteens, which were run by sub-

committees "volunteered" by unit officers as official committee members.  The 

officers' and sergeants' messes were run on more formal lines although they were also 

subjected to a daily beer ration of two cans per person.  Sometimes when a quiet beer 

was being enjoyed in the mess a rumbling would start that orders to 'stand to' were 

soon to be delivered.  This immediately meant beers were quickly downed, rifles were 

collected from within arm's reach and all ranks made off for their allocated weapon 

pit. 

The life of an Ordnance Field Park soldier in Vietnam was never dull. 
 
 

 
1967 -Tent accommodation in ORs lines 

(Photo – Ian McLean) 
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The original 1

st
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) consisted of fourteen 

personnel (one Officer and thirteen Other Ranks) to service the needs of two infantry 

battalions (5 RAR and 6 RAR) plus the supporting arms and service elements.  The 

fourteen personnel selected for active service with the Detachment were the cream of 

Ordnance soldiers at that time. 

The Detachment was commanded by Lieutenant Norm Clarke and comprised 

National Servicemen from the first intake (Privates Frank Aylen, a qualified civilian 

accountant, as Control Clerk, Laurie Burt, Ted Finn, Eric (Hec) Mallet and Billy 

Sprudd as Storemen).  The Detachment Company Sergeant Major, Warrant Officer 

Class Two Bill Eaglesham, an old timer and Korean veteran provided the steadying 

hand to maintain discipline.  Australian Regular Army (ARA) members of the 

Detachment included Sergeants Darryl Shaw and Max Smith, Corporals Peter 

McFarlane, Frank Houston, Arthur Hartwig (the Orderly Room Clerk) as well as 

Privates John Frazer and John Dyson, together with Corporal "Jock" Clegg (who 

joined the unit from the RNZAOC) in the Q Store. 

As an example of the esprit de corps amongst the members of the Field Park, 

John Frazer accepted a voluntary reduction in rank to Private to accept the only 

vacancy the Detachment had available, as no other Corporal vacancies existed.  

Privates Barry Siddons, a National Serviceman, and Vic Zabenko, ARA, were posted 

in as reinforcements after the Detachment had reached Vietnam. 

The advance party of the Detachment, along with the Task Force‟s scaling of 

stores left Australia aboard HMAS Sydney on 21 April 1966.  The main body of the 

Detachment departed RAAF Base Richmond, on 4 May 1966, on a B707 Qantas 

charter flight to Vung Tau (via Townsville, Manila and Saigon). The last leg of the 

journey was regrettably aboard a USAF C123 Provider, which, according to 

Lieutenant Norm Clarke, “leaked like a sieve” during a monsoon storm.  On arrival in 

Vietnam the Detachment's main body linked up with the advance party on the "Back 

Beach" at Vung Tau.  The Detachment was accommodated in the 1st Australian 

Logistic Support Group (1ALSG) area where about a month was spent refurbishing 

and reconditioning stores whilst the 1st Australian Task Force (1 ATF) position at Nui 

Dat was being secured. 

Lieutenant Norm Clarke recalls that on their arrival the weather was damp and 

Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers were clearing a minefield close by 
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and they were greeted by a number of explosions (of mines) as a "Welcome here 

boys". 

The Detachment personnel were rationed by 1 Composite Ordnance Company 

(1 COC), (redesignated 2 Composite Ordnance Depot shortly after arrival in Vietnam) 

and erected their own tent lines for accommodation and stores.  They were required to 

dig weapon pits and to "stand to" at dusk.  5 RAR, having also just arrived in country, 

were next door and at dusk the Battalion sounded "Retreat".  So there they were at 

"stand to" with the Battalion observing the "Retreat" protocol, and it was raining cats 

and dogs as it did most nights whilst "standing to". 

Every day since the Detachment arrived „in country‟ the monsoon visited with 

clockwork regularity.  With it came gale force winds and rain for about half an hour, 

usually around 4.00 p.m.  They had their tents (11ft x 22ft) up and their stores located 

and they thought they were really well organised.  After they had been on the ground 

in 1 COC area for a few weeks, Lieutenant Clarke was instructed by Task Force HQ to 

relocate about 300 metres which put them directly behind the Task Force 

Commander‟s personal sleeping tent. 

Lieutenant Clarke did an appreciation of the situation and had it all worked 

out how to move with maximum protection for stores and equipment.  He was then 

called up to visit Major Bob Phillips DADOS (AFV).  Whilst he was with Major 

Phillips a monsoon storm arrived and it bucketed down.  When he returned to his unit, 

after the storm had all blown away, he found that his unit had also been blown away 

with it.  When he asked his CSM, Bill Eaglesham what the „@#%*‟ had happened, he 

was told that the Task Force Ordnance Officer (TFOO) had "hopped in" and told him 

to move.  Lieutenant Clarke recalls that he was somewhat a “little cross” about the 

whole incident as tents were wrecked and stores were wet and damaged, simply 

because someone else had moved in and got his unit to move without due appreciation 

of the climatic conditions.  It transpired that there was no urgency in the order to 

relocate. 

To add to his woes, Lieutenant Clarke later got into trouble with the 

Commander of the Task Force for loading his unit‟s stores on to vehicles well into the 

late hours with a forklift truck from 1 COC, obtained via the "old boy" system.  They 

were preparing for the move to Nui Dat.  He was advised that this was “not on” and 

that he should go through staff channels for proper results 

While at Vung Tau the Detachment provided men for morning and evening 

clearing patrols and other duties.  No one seemed to know whose responsibility it was 

to provide water for the Bath Section, manned by Corporal Frank Houston and Private 

Heck Mallett.  Lieutenant Clarke arranged for a 1,000 gallon water tank from 

Engineer Stores (this time through Staff channels!) and the OFP Detachment took on 

water delivery to ALSG and Task Force units in the Vung Tau area, and later on when 

they moved to Nui Dat.  They were in effect the “Gunga Dihn” for the Task Force. 

Whilst waiting at Vung Tau, Lieutenant Clarke and the TFOO (Captain. 

Neville Bland) took a flight by US helicopter to Bien Hoa to visit the 1st Australian 

Logistic Support Company (1 ALSG) and 1 RAR, prior to their return to Australia, to 

discuss their usage rates for vehicle parts and other equipment over the past 12 

months. 

Lieutenant Clarke was asked by Task Force Head Quarters when he intended 

to move to Nui Dat.  TFHQ agreed it made sense to move when the Task Force units 
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B echelons moved.  A group of Task Force Administrative Area (TFAA) officers, 

including Lieutenant Clarke, had done a reconnaissance of the TFAA location at Nui 

Dat some couple of weeks before they commenced to move. 

On 5 June 1966, after being located on the sand at Vung Tau for about a 

month, the Detachment deployed forward to the Task Force Administrative Area 

(TFAA) at Nui Dat.  The movement of stores and equipment was by 2 1/2 ton GS 

Tippers.  Upon arrival at Nui Dat the unit was allocated part of the 1st Australian 

Reinforcement Unit‟s (1 ARU) perimeter and worked quickly to establish its position 

on a Hill known as "Nui Dat 2".  Another hill, known as “Nui Dat 1”, was the highest 

and most prominent feature at the Task Force Base and was occupied by a Company 

from 5 RAR.  A SAS Squadron was later to take over “Nui Dat 1” and it was then 

commonly known as SAS Hill after that. 

The position allocated to the Detachment on Nui Dat Hill was amongst fairly 

dense vegetation comprising low scrub, bamboo clumps and a few tall trees with 

rubber and banana plantations in the surrounding area occupied by the 1st Australian 

Task Force.  At first the development and operations of the Field Park Detachment 

were hampered by the ground allocated, which as mentioned previously, was 

positioned on the second highest feature within the Task Force base, as well as a 

scarcity of engineer support to construct hard standing.  Engineer support was gained 

mainly by direct liaison between unit members and passing bulldozer or grader 

drivers.  The going rate for each job was a carton of Australian beer which was a 

considerable supplement to the daily ration of two cans. 
 

 
One of the weapon pits in the OFP area manned at night by personnel in the unit. 

(Photo – Arthur Hartwig)   
 

Three weapon pits were constructed and manned nightly from the first night.  

Manning weapon pits nightly proved quite a burden as the nightly picket roster was 

shared between only twelve men, while carrying out its normal supply support 
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functions.  Apart from its normal day to day ordnance functions and water delivery, 

the Detachment was given the task of handling the transit stores for units located in 

the Nui Dat area.  This added further burden resulting in upwards of twenty cargo 

trucks a day having to be unloaded by hand at the Detachment's site.  The unit's 

Massey Ferguson forklift was inoperable in the muddy conditions that had existed due 

to the lack of all weather roads in the early phases of the conflict.  On one occasion 

four American semi-trailers arrived unannounced at the Detachment's site with the 

initial supply of beds for the entire Australian Task Force.  With its forklift out of 

action, and the burly Negro drivers demanding to be out of this "MF' war zone, the 

only alternative left for the Detachment was to push the load off the vehicles on to 

either side of the road way.  The end result was an unholy mess and very dirty beds for 

the Task Force, which the units had to collect "as they were". 

The Detachment quickly established its position on the hill in the Task Force 

Administrative Area and began providing limited direct support to the task force 

almost immediately.  Included in this were issues of fast moving items from stock 

holdings of the Task Force commander's operational reserve of weapons (eg. flame 

throwers), controlled equipment and dry cell batteries (which had an indifferent shelf 

life). 

The Detachment also provided a distribution centre manned by Private John 

Fraser (later promoted to Corporal) for ordnance items issued from 1st Australian 

Logistic Support Group, at Vung Tau, and Australia.  The Detachment lost all of its 

Private soldiers during August - October 1966 to assist 1 COC in Vung Tau in 

becoming operational.  This left two experienced NCOs to the daily work routines of 

the Detachment. 

Unfortunately, on 4 August 1966, the Detachment's Officer Commanding 

Lieutenant Clarke was seriously burned in an accident during land clearing activities 

when they were preparing an area to set up a Bulk Break facility within the Field Park 

area.  He was injured doing something which officers are not supposed to do (i.e. 

Work !!), but there were only four members left at Nui Dat at the time as DADOS 

ALSG had confiscated all of his men, but three, to assist in sorting out the mess which 

was dumped on the poor blokes at 1 COC, Vung Tau.  He was transferred from 1st 

Australian Task Force base to the US Army 36th Evacuation Hospital in Vung Tau 

and was then medivaced to Australia for hospitalisation.  For a brief period, Sergeant 

Darryl Shaw was „unofficially‟ acting OC of the Detachment from when Lieutenant 

Norm Clarke was injured, until his replacement took over.  The next most senior 

officer was WO2 Bill Eaglesham, who was down at Vung Tau at the time. 

Lieutenant Clarke was replaced as Officer Commanding by Lieutenant David 

Jamison who was transferred from the 101st Field Workshop Stores Section 

(RAAOC) by the direction of the first Deputy Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 

Australian Forces Vietnam, Major Bob Phillips, 

Shortly after arrival at Nui Dat, Lieutenant Jamison accompanied the Task 

Force Ordnance Officer (TFOO), Captain Neville Bland, former Officer Commanding 

1st Ordnance Field Park 1965/66, on an inspection of the laundry contractor's 

premises (which had been established by Captain Bland and Lieutenant Clarke) at 

nearby Baria, the province capital, only to be caught up in a Viet Cong mortar fire and 

artillery attack on the town.  Such attacks were, fortunately, not a frequent occurrence 

and the provision of this contractor service continued with little disruption. 
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On the night of 17th August 1966 the first Viet Cong mortar attack on the 

Task Force base occurred.  A mortar bomb landed in the Detachment's position while 

other rounds landed in adjacent areas occupied by the 1st Australian Reinforcement 

Unit and the Postal Unit.  Quick action by Sergeant Darryl Shaw and Corporal Peter 

McFarlane in getting into their weapons pits ensured there were no OFP casualties, 

although the reinforcement and postal units were not so lucky and some of their 

members were wounded in the attack. 
 

 
18 August 1966 

Lt David Jamison and WO2 Bill Eaglesham having a close look at the tail fin of the mortar 
bomb which landed in the OFP area. Interestingly the base of the bomb had “Made in 

USA” on it.  The VC/NVA could use our 81 mm bombs in their 82 mm tubes.  The tail fin 
was later that day donated to Col Joye after a Concert Party at Nui Dat. 

(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 
 

The Detachment's bulk stocks did not fare so well and considerable damage 

was suffered.  Detailed stock escaped unscathed from mortar shrapnel due to the “bin 

pack" storage system being used by the Detachment 

Peter McFarlane recalls that luckily most of the blokes were down at Vung 

Tau selecting Bulk Break because 1 COC were still sorting out their mess.  His 

accommodation tent was peppered with shrapnel and a photo of his intended wife to 

be copped some shrapnel in her shoulder. 

Due to the rips in the canvas caused by shrapnel, the storage tents provided 

limited storage from the rains until such accommodation was gradually replaced.  This 

mortar attack occurred in Nui Dat in the early morning on the day before the battle 

now known as “The Battle of Long Tan".  This baptism of fire did much for the 

promotion and practice of unit defence drills in the 1st Australian Task Force base at 

Nui Dat. 

By October 1966, the 2nd Composite Ordnance Depot (2 COD) (formerly 1st 

Composite Ordnance Company) stock levels were such, and the 1st Ordnance Field 

Park (Detachment) site sufficiently developed, to enable the normal bulk break system 
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to be operated by the Detachment.  Thereafter, the full range of Ordnance Field Park 

tasks, including mobile shower facilities, were available to the 1
st
 Australian Task 

Force. 
 

 
1966 – OFP Nui Dat 

Some of the guys organising stores in the Bulk Break area. 
L to R. – Eric (Hec) Mallett, Ed Finn, Barry Siddons, Peter McFarlane 

(Photo – Ted Sellens) 

 
However, things did not always go as planned.  Sergeant Darryl Shaw recalls 

that while preparing the monthly Bulk Break vouchers, in October or November 1966, 

a demand was raised for „Service Flannelette 4x2‟.  Due to sweaty hands all vouchers 

were typed.  The clerk, who shall remain nameless, instead of typing 2,500 yards 

added an extra two zeros.  Of course the ultra efficient Sergeant, who will also remain 

nameless, signed the voucher for 250,000 yards and it was dispatched to 2 Comp Ord 

at Vung Tau.  Unbeknown to them, the „Unit of Issue‟ (UOI) had changed to „25 yard 

rolls’.  So the Control at 2 Comp Ord changed the UOI to rolls but did not alter the 

quantity.  As to be expected, the Comp Ord raised an Operational Demand (OPDEM) 

on Australia and still no one had checked the quantity.  Next thing they knew, Peter 

McFarlane and John Fraser were in the Control tent rather upset that they had a truck 

load of „Service Flannelette 4x2‟ on their hands and wanting to know “what the 

bloody hell we had done!”  So this is the reason why, around November 1966, every 

track of every Unit in the Task Force was marked out with „Service Flannelette 4x2‟.  

Two very embarrassed clerks then had to explain why demands for 200 yards, for 

example, were changed to 2,000 rolls.  Thankfully the RQMS was very understanding. 

Apparently some in the Detachment were prone to mutinous acts.  John Fraser 

recalls that a couple of occasions come to mind.  Once was when they were working 

down at Vung Tau; a bit of Rest & Convalescence mainly.  They were ordered to 

return to the unit from the beach and didn‟t think much of the idea so they didn‟t go.  
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Next thing they know WO2 Bill Eaglesham yells to Sergeant Darryl Shaw – "Charge 

them Sergeant!"  Darryl informed them accordingly.  After they had returned the 

charges of „failing to appear at a place of parade and disobeying a lawful command‟ 

were remanded to Task Force by Lieutenant Norm Clarke (OC).  At that stage it all 

exploded!  It was mutiny!  Darryl Shaw was paraded at Task Force where he told them 

he had made a mistake – he hadn‟t really ordered them to return to the unit.  Darryl‟s 

bum is still stinging from the kick he got.  At least Darryl probably saved them from 

twenty years in Changi Goal. 

 

RAAOC Corps Day BBQ 1966 
OFP members are Darryl Shaw (2

nd
 from left) and Peter McFarlane (last on right) 

(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 

Lieutenant Norm Clarke, OC at the time, recalls this incident slightly 

differently.  Charges hadn‟t actually been laid and, after a couple of days, Lieutenant 

Clarke asked Darryl Shaw to tell him the exact circumstances of this incident.  It 

transpired that Darryl had requested the boys to return to the unit.  He had not ordered 

them to return.  Norm recalls that after a lecture to the lads he breathed a sigh of relief.  

The thought that he had a group of revolutionaries (Oz version) would have been too 

much! 

The second “mutiny” occurred at Nui Dat.  Some of the troops were standing 

around talking when Corporal Peter McFarlane gave an order to do something.  

Apparently it didn‟t fit in with the troops „schedule‟ that day and they all declined to 

do what was requested by Peter.  Several threats of “You’ll be charged” was followed 

by “Stuff Ya’s, you’re all on a charge of disobeying a lawful command.”  Peter then 

went up to the Orderly Room tent to do the paper work.  Corporal Arthur Hartwig 

(The Orderly Room Corporal) reminded him that that wasn‟t exactly the charge – it 

was Mutiny!  Peter returned to the group, called them a pack of bastards and the 

troops gave a grin and „consented‟ to the order.  It was a pretty close unit. 
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Not all the duties undertaken required Ordnance trade training as part of the 

job.  Darryl Shaw recalls a daily chore which had to be undertaken which wasn‟t in his 

job description.  Every morning the „shitters‟ (toilets made out of 44 gallon drums 

with a hole cut in the top and three quarters buried – sitting out in the open); had to be 

burned out with range fuel and diesel.  What a stink!!  Timing your toilet visit was a 

crucial part of their daily activities. 
The annual Corps Day was celebrated with a BBQ in October 1966.  WO2 

Ted Sellens did all the organizing with T-bone steaks from Australia (via Qantas) and 

plenty of beer and ice.  All the RAAOC people in the Task Force at Nui Dat, plus 

members with the AATV as well as some visitors from Vung Tau attended.  What 

made the day more enjoyable was that it was the first night off the Detachment had 

had since arriving at Nui Dat.  Members from 1
st
 Australian Reinforcement Unit 

manned their gun pits that night so they could all relax and enjoy themselves. 

 

 
Christmas Day 1966. 

The Bulk Break tent all set up for the Christmas celebrations 
(Photo – Ted Sellens) 

Christmas 1966 was a memorable occasion for everyone at the OFP.  

Corporal Peter McFarlane‟s small home town of Cunnamulla, in south western 

Queensland, sent him over thirty Christmas cakes and along with dozens more sent to 

other soldiers from all over Australia ensured that every soldier got a "taste" of 

Christmas - although the distribution of cakes was a profound logistics problem.  

During Christmas Day celebrations held in the unit's bulk break area three section 

marquee, two Negro gunners from the nearby gun site were invited in and were 

offered a drop of Mr Penfolds finest Sweet Sherry.  The Detachment had acquired 

some three cartons from an unnamed source. The gunners reply was that "back in 

Arkansas Sir, wine is a ladies drink".  Two hours later after sipping "wine" served at 

mail box temperature the gunners had only the whites of their eyes and the roofs of 

their mouths showing.  Peter says "They didn't know what gender they were"!  A good 

time was had by all! 
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As a result of the mortar attack in August 1966, negotiations for a new area 

for the Detachment were given added impetus when the Australian Government, as 

part of the build up of the 1st Australian Task Force, announced an increase of the 

Task Force to a three battalion force.  The announcement in turn came with the 

decision to return the Detachment to Australia after its twelve month tour in Vietnam.  

The 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) was to be replaced by a Detachment from 

the 6th Ordnance Field Park stationed at Gaythorne in Brisbane. 

A new location for the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment), and 

subsequently the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment), was of primary concern and a 

new area was quickly located at the eastern end of Luscombe Airfield in an area 

adjacent to the 6
th
 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment.  Development of the new area 

was required to be completed by late April 1967 to allow the 6th Ordnance Field Park 

(Detachment) to occupy the new facilities on their arrival in Nui Dat from Australia in 

May 1967. 

The advance party from 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park arrived in Nui Dat in late 

March 1967 to prepare for the handover.  The 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) 

ceased its operations in Vietnam on 5th May 1967 and returned to Australia allowing 

the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) to commence its operations from the new 

location.  Upon the arrival of the 1st Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) in Australia 

its personnel were either posted to other Ordnance units in Australia or absorbed in to 

the Ordnance Field Park at Holsworthy, New South Wales 
 

 

 
5 May 1967 –1 OFP (Det) -Going home at last. 

L to R – Darryl Shaw, Peter McFarlane, Laurie Burt, John Fraser, Eric Mallett (obscured), David 
Jamison (OC), Ed Finn, Frank Aylen, Ted Sellens (partly obscured), Vic Zabenko, Col Griffiths, 

Arthur Hartwig and Billy Sprudd. 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 Missing from the original Detachment 

Norm Clarke (OC)[ Medivaced to Australia ],  Bill Eaglesham, [ Posted to 1 Comp Ord ], 
Max Smith [ Posted to HQ 1 ATF ],   Frank Houston [ Returned to Australia ], 

John Dyson [ Posted to 1 Aviation Regt ] & Andy Clegg RNZAOC [ Returned to New Zealand ] 
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6
th

 Ordnance Field Park (Det) 1967-68 
 

 
1967 – Stores Distribution  (Photo – Ian McLean) 

 
 

 
1967 – Store Sheds  (Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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th

 Ordnance Field Park (Det) 1967-68 
Unit History 

 

 

 

 
In the latter part of 1966 the 6

th
 Ordnance Field Park (6 OFP), stationed at 

Gaythorne in Brisbane, took part in a major exercise called „Barra Winga‟ at the 

Army‟s Shoalwater Bay training ground in Central Queensland.  The exercise was 

designed as a shake down for all units that were due to replace existing units in 

Vietnam whose one year tour of duty was due to end in April / May 1967. 

A Detachment from 6 OFP was selected to replace a Detachment of 1 OFP 

that had been in Vietnam since April 1966 and were located at the 1
st
 Australian Task 

Force (1 ATF) base at Nui Dat.  On the morning of 21 March 1967 an advance party 

from 6 OFP, consisting of Australian Regular Army members Warrant Officer Class 2 

Jack McCallum and Sergeant Harry Stephens together with National Service Privates 

Graham Alexander, Ian Tasker and Bob Nash, left Sydney on a Qantas Commercial 

flight bound for Manilla in the Philippines.  They were transported from Manila 

Airport to the American Air Force‟s Clark Air Base where they stayed briefly until 

they boarded a USAF C130 transport, in the early hours of 22 March, for the flight to 

Saigon.  After being processed at the Free World Forces Headquarters, they were 

loaded onto a RAAF Caribou for the final leg to Nui Dat. 

Arriving at Nui Dat late in the afternoon they were eventually picked up and 

taken to 1 OFP (Detachment), which was located in its original position near SAS 

Hill.  The three privates were handed brand new SLR rifles, still wrapped up in plastic 

and covered in protective grease, a couple of magazines each and a tin of ammunition.  

They were advised that if there was a mortar attack that night to jump into the nearest 

pit they could find as they wouldn‟t have time to dig a hole for themselves in the 

rocky ground.  As a special favour from the 1 OFP guys, the new arrivals were exempt 

from doing picket duty on their first night in country, as a special welcome to the War. 

In late March 1967 Private Greg Quinlan (National Service) and in early April 

1967, Privates Errol Marron (ARA), Ian McLean and Corporal Ron Vernieux (both 

National Servicemen) arrived to bolster the ranks of the advance party.  The Officer 

Commanding of 6 OFP (Detachment), 2
nd

 Lieutenant (later Lieutenant) Ken Hussell 

arrived on 15 April 1967 to familiarise himself before the balance of the Detachment 

arrived in approximately three weeks. 

The „short timers‟ soon settled in with the „old timers‟ who loved to start each 

day with a reminder of how many days and a „wakey‟ they had to go before they 

would be heading home. 

Prior to the arrival of the rest of the Detachment, the new site for the unit at 

the eastern end of Luscombe Airfield had to be completed.  Store sheds had to be built 

and accommodation tents erected.  As well as becoming familiar with the routine of 
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the OFP in Vietnam, the new arrivals were also employed as builder‟s labourers 

assisting the Engineers pour the concrete slabs for the store sheds. 

The balance of the Detachment arrived at Nui Dat on the afternoon of 5 May 

1967.  They had left Brisbane for Sydney the day before by train, where they stayed 

overnight.  The next morning they caught a commercial flight from Sydney to Darwin.  

From there they boarded a RAAF C130 Hercules for the flight to Saigon and the final 

leg by RAAF Caribou to Nui Dat. 

The balance of 6 OFP (Detachment) to arrive consisted of the following ARA 

members, Warrant Officer Class 2 Lawrie O‟Neill, Sergeants Mal Gibson and Lew 

Wiskar, Lance Corporals Des Surtees and Ron (Bluey) Stoker.  The National 

Servicemen were Privates Tony Anthony, Bob Gray, Les Matthews, Jim McIntosh, 

Terry O‟Neill, Noel Peut and Jim Robinson. 

Three members of 1 OFP (Det) remained to become part of 6 OFP (Det).  

They were Sergeant Arthur Dionysius (ARA) and Private Harry Couper (National 

Service) who arrived in December 1966 and Corporal Bernie Fuller (National Service) 

who arrived in early March 1967. 

The full compliment of 6 OFP (Det) at the beginning of its tour was; 1 

Officer, 2 Warrant Officers, 4 Sergeants, 2 Corporals, 2 Lance Corporals and 14 

Privates.  In all a total of 25 personnel of which 10 were Australian Regular Army 

soldiers and 15 were National Servicemen.  Several Privates were later to receive 

promotions during their time with the unit. 

With the movement of 6 OFP (Det) to South Vietnam, formal ties were 

severed with the parent unit in Enoggera. 

Noel Peut recalls that when they arrived in Nui Dat they were taken to the old 

1 OFP (Det) site on SAS Hill and shown the tent that had been mortared in 1966.  If 

they tried to scare him they succeeded.  He also recalls that on their first night they 

were required to do picket duty and it was so dark he could not see his hands in front 

of his face. 

The task of making the unit functional in its new location was the immediate 

aim of everyone.  Tents had to be sandbagged, machine gun bunkers and weapon pits 

on the unit‟s perimeter had to be completed and underground bunkers beside each tent 

had to be dug for protection during any mortar attacks on the base.  All this whilst also 

providing the day to day operational requirement of and Ordnance Field Park in 

supporting the units within the Task Force Base.  On a positive note, the new location 

was a vast improvement on the original location of the unit near SAS Hill. 

The new facilities initially comprised a number of simple concrete-floored 

galvanised iron, open ended shelters for storage with hard standing to enable off 

loading of vehicles from daily stores convoys from the 1
st
 Australian Logistic Support 

Group (1 ALSG) in Vung Tau.  The Headquarters / Control Office building was a 

prefabricated Lysaght hut.  Living quarters were to remain in the ubiquitous 16 x 16 

foot sandbagged tents set amongst rubber trees to provide shade from the heat. 

Mess facilities were initially provided by 6 RAR and them 2 RAR when it 

arrived shortly after.  The food was mainly American rations and if you liked plenty of 

ham and chocolate milk then you were on a winner.  Unfortunately, „eatherised‟ eggs 

were not on the list of most popular foods.  Two canteens were set up, one for the ORs 

and one for the Sergeants / Officers and the lives of the new arrivals began to settle 

into some sort of routine. 
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1967 – OR’s Tent Lines.  (Photo – Bob Nash) 

 

The relocation of the OFP also brought about some change in the 

administration of the Task Force Administration Area (TFAA).  With this move, all 

supporting sub-units of the TFAA were relocated and grouped in this new location.  

As well as being the Officer Commanding of the 6 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment), 

2 Lt Ken Hussell soon found out that he was given the added responsibility of OC 

TFAA and promoted in rank to Lieutenant.  Ken recalls that this additional 

appointment started many months of total frustration.  For the technical operation of 

the Unit he was responsible to the DAQMG, Major Wells at HQ 1 ATF.  For day to 

day matters he was responsible to Major Constable, OC 161 Recce Flight, for 

everything except discipline.  He suddenly went from some 25 soldiers to about 180, 

and the bulk of his TFAA sub-unit commanders were Captains.  This, together with 

the responsibility of running an Ordnance Field Park Detachment with its day to day 

problems, was a most trying time for him.  Ken maintains that he survived the 

remainder of 1967 and into 1968 because he had the total support of all the soldiers 

within his unit. 

It was soon discovered that truck licences were in short supply.  Three of four 

guys were chosen to get their truck licence.  They were required to drive around the 

base and over SAS Hill and if the hadn‟t run over or into anybody they were given 

their licence. 

As well as the task of securing the units perimeter, the stores and store sheds 

also had to be established in the new location.  A lot of effort was spent in this regard.  

The new facilities began to take on a more personalised touch as signs were put up and 

the new guys began to settle into their role and add their own personal touch to their 

new work environment.  The same could also be said about the accommodation tents.  

Packing cases were in demand to build tables, chairs, wardrobes and cupboards. 
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Terry O‟Neill soon stood out as the resident „builder‟ and helped many guys 

acquire furniture for their tent.  He was also responsible for refurbishing the new 

canteen.  Unfortunately, Terry along with Les Matthews, was sprung one night by the 

OC, Ken Hussell (aka „The Hustler‟), for drinking in the lines.  For their punishment 

they were required to build a carport, with a movie screen on one side, to house Ken‟s 

new Landrover and to keep it out of the elements.  Terry‟s building skills were later 

used to assist the local Vietnamese build new homes, after being relocated . 

 

 
1967 – OC Lt. Ken Hussell inspecting his new carport. 

(Photo – Terry O’Neill) 
 

At the time that 6 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) took over from 1 

Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) there were only two Infantry Battalions in the Task 

Force.  The third battalion required to complete the Task Force was not scheduled to 

arrive until late 1967.  This meant that for a majority of the time before this, both 

battalions were consistently out of the Task Force Base on operations.  As a result of 

this members of the OFP were required to man nightly picket positions on the Base‟s 

perimeter wire to cover those units who were out on operations.  In most cases they 

covered the perimeter positions of the Artillery Batteries which happened to be out at 

Fire Support Bases supporting the Battalion operations.  Over time this meant that the 

Unit supplied pickets to all the Artillery Batteries  which included the New 

Zealander‟s 161 Field Battery, the United States‟ Battery A, 2
nd

 Howitzer Battalion, 

35 Artillery Mobile Howitzers as well as a Battery from the Royal Australian 

Artillery‟s 1 Field Regiment. 

During the period when 6 OFP (Det) was establishing its new site, the sand 

bag pit, near the old French Fort, was a hive of activity and most guys in the unit 

managed to score a trip to collect sand bags. 
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Des Surtees, being one of the unit‟s regular truck drivers, scored many trips 

out to the sand pit.  He recalls that the habit of leaving some filled sand bags at the 

sand pit over night was curtailed because of a particular incident that he was involved 

in.  He was often the first truck to arrive at the sand pit, and on one particular occasion 

he was about to pick up some of the bags.  Just as he was about to do this, one of the 

local Vietnamese kids, who were regulars at the pit and sold Coca Cola, said to Des 

“Don‟t touch!”  With that, the kid threw a burning match or cigarette onto the tops of 

the bags and all the tops were blown off.  After that incident, no more sand bags were 

left uncollected over night. 

Des also recalled another incident at the sand pit where he pulled a burning 

rag out of the petrol tank of an American truck parked next to him.  It appears that the 

American had been giving the locals a hard time and they were trying to get even. 

 

 
1967 – Vietnamese workers filling sandbags for the Task Force Base at Nui Dat 

(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 

All the hard work in establishing the Unit was rewarded with a day trip to 

Vung Tau one Sunday a couple of months after the Unit arrived.  At that stage, the 

Australian Forces did not have their own entertainment facilities in Vung Tau (the 

Peter Badcoe Club did not open until late 1967) so everyone headed for the American 

Forces Beachcomber Bar on the Back Beach.  A good time was had by all but 

unfortunately the dancing girls came on just as the guys were required to return to Nui 

Dat.  Whilst the urge to stay was strong, the thought of being caught on the road back 

to Nui Dat after dark soon over rode these urges. 
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1967 – Enjoying a day at the Beachcomber Bar, Vung Tau 

L to R: Jim Robinson, (Unknown), Jim McIntosh, Graham Alexander, Bob Nash, 
Ian Tasker & Noel Peut.   (Photo – Bob Nash) 

 

 
1967 – Part of the “shotgun’ team protecting a Civil Affairs party building a new school in 
the Provincial capital of Baria.     L to R. – Jim Robinson, Jim McIntosh and Bernie Fuller 

(Photo – Bob Nash) 

 

Support was also provided to the Task Force by providing „shotgun‟ teams to 

protect Civil Affairs personnel working in the villages.  Because of the work they 

were doing for the local Vietnamese people, members of the Australian Civil Affairs 

Unit had a bounty placed on their head by the VC.  The opportunity to go out with the 

Civil Affairs Teams had a dual purpose.  It enabled Unit members to get away from 
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the day to day routine for a while, as well as giving them the opportunity to mix with 

the local people.  The kids in particular looked forward to having fun with the „Uc Dai 

Loi‟ (Vietnamese slang for Australian). 

Not long into their tour Unit members soon discovered what the monsoon 

season was all about.  The tent lines in the Unit were located in an old rubber 

plantation which had not been worked for some time.  The trees had not been tapped 

and some were getting old and rotten.  Whilst the idea of having the tents in the shade 

of rubber trees was a good idea at the time, once the monsoons arrived, the strong 

winds associated with the monsoon storms soon started to play havoc with the rubber 

trees.  There were quite a few near misses with rubber trees being blown over and just 

missing the tents.  The guys in “The House of the Rising Sun” tent, Graham 

Alexander, Bob Nash, Ian Tasker and Greg Quinlan had been keeping a very close eye 

on one rubber tree at the back of their tent.  This tree had survived a few storms until 

one night it decided that enough was enough and crashed straight through the middle 

of the tent.  Fortunately the sand bag walls of the tent took most of the force of the 

tree, but Graham Alexander decided to hit the deck and copped a hit on his shoulder 

from a branch.  The tent itself also managed to cushion the blow and he escaped 

without any major injury.  Needless to say, many nervous nights were spent in the 

tents until the dry season arrived. 

 

 
1967 – Outside their tent the morning after it was flattened by a rubber tree. 

L to R – Bob Nash, Graham Alexander and Greg Quinlan. Missing in action is Ian Tasker. 
(Photo – Graham Alexander) 

 

In September 1967 Unit members were involved in Operation “Ainslie”, 

which was conducted by 7 RAR in the Slope 30 area in Phuoc Tuy Province near Duc 

Than.  The task of this operation was to clear the area and relocate all civilians to a 

secured area, just north of the Task Force Base, called “Hamlet 3” or Ap Suoi Nghe as 
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it was later called.  Initially members were involved in a road convoy to take 

equipment to a site which was established as a Fire Support Base prior to the operation 

commencing.  Once the operation commenced, unit members were then involved in 

the actual relocation of the villagers, all their personal effects and livestock to the new 

secured village. 

Terry O‟Neill was riding shotgun on one of the trucks loaded up with a family 

and all their earthly possessions when the truck had an accident and rolled over.  Terry 

remembers that an old guy on the truck sustained a serious injury to his head and had 

to be evacuated to hospital by chopper.  Lawrie O‟Neill recalls that the displaced 

villagers were none to happy to see their homes destroyed and were not looking 

forward to re-establishing themselves in a new village away from their gardens and 

food supplies.  Although it was not a pleasant experience for those involved in this 

operation, unit members did try to do their best for the villagers by assisting them 

afterwards with the building of their new homes, basic though they might have been, 

at Ap Suoi Nghe. 

 

 
Sept 1967 – Operation “Ainslie” relocating villagers from Slop 30. 

Lawrie O’Neill with one of the Vietnamese children being relocated. 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 

By mid 1967 the decision was made that most support units would replace 

personnel on a man for man basis, rather than a unit by unit basis as had been the case 

in the past.  This resulted in the commencement of the rotation of some members of 

the 6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) in late August 1967.  Jim McIntosh, a third 

intake National Serviceman, was disappointed that he was selected in the first group to 

return to Australia, as he had requested to be allowed to serve out his time until 

Christmas 1967.  Around this time a young ARA Corporal, Tony Flanagan, arrived to 
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take over from the Orderly Room Corporal, Bernie Fuller, a National Serviceman, 

who was part of the first rotation group. 

By November 1967 concerns were raised that the bulk storage sheds were 

inadequate.  There was insufficient width to allow freedom of movement for the 

forklift which had increased workload due to double handling of pallets.  Discussions 

with the DAQMG, 1 ATF, suggested that stores holding areas be increased with future 

changes to the force.  No indication of when this will happen was given. 

The Bath Unit was finally deployed forward in November 1967 to the Fire 

Support Base supporting 7 RAR on Operation “Santa Fe”, a search and destroy 

mission in the May Tao Mountains.  The Unit remained at the FSB for the duration of 

the operation and approximately 1500 men used the facility.  Where possible, 

personnel were rotated to gain experience in the operation of the Bath equipment.  Lee 

Davidson recalls that one of his most memorable moments was when he, Bluey Stoker 

and Ken Rice were leaving Nui Dat for the first operation utilizing the mobile bath 

facility.  They helped load all the equipment onto an Iroquois chopper and couldn‟t fit 

a new 2.5 KVA generator inside, so the Sergeant loadmaster slung it from the belly 

hook under the chopper.  When they were about 200 feet up a red light came on in the 

roof above them.  As it flashed, the co-pilot said “We‟re gonna lose it!”  They looked 

out at the sling spinning down with the new generator and it landed in a clearing with 

a great puff of dust.  They kept going, as it was the spare.  The old one did a good job 

anyway. 

December 1967 was a busy month with stores arriving for 3 RAR, the extra 

Battalion for the Task Force announced earlier in the year, and the Centurion Tank 

unit, C Squadron 1 Armed Regiment.  New members for the OFP build up to a full 

unit also started to arrive; among them was Captain Mike Clark, the new OC who 

arrived on 11 December 1967 along with about half a dozen other members. 

After the completion of the December bulk break, the Stores Distribution 

section moved to the two Bulk Break sheds to allow for the setting up of a Self 

Service Store, in the vacated Stores Distribution shed.  Head Quarters for the 

Ordnance Field Park was moved into the end of the Control Office building and the 

old HQ building was handed over to the Cash Office. 

On 22 December 1967 the Task Force Administration Area (TFAA) officially 

became the Task Force Maintenance Area (TFMA) with the overall command going 

to the OC Head Quarters 26 Company RAASC.  The day to day control of the OFP 

was still maintained by the Unit Officer Commanding. 

Christmas Day 1967 was celebrated by the Unit members at the mess they 

shared with 2 RAR and were waited on by the Officers and Senior NCOs. 

The hand over / takeover of the Unit‟s stock between Lieutenant Ken Hussell 

and Captain Mike Clark took place on 27 December 1967. 

During January 1968 there were a number of arrivals and departures as the 

Detachment slowly began to build up its numbers to a full Field Park.  The last group 

of replacements arrived in Vung Tau on HMAS „Sydney‟ in late January 1968, just as 

the TET Offensive started. 

On 31 January 1968 approval was given by Brigadier E J H Howard, DSD 

Army Headquarters, Canberra, to the redesignation of the Vietnam Detachment of 6 

Ordnance Field Park as 1 Ordnance Field Park.  This took effect from 1 February 

1968. 
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On 4 February 1968, about a week after TET had started, some the remaining 

original 6 OFP (Det) members consisting of Lieutenant Ken Hussell, Corporal Bob 

Nash, Lance Corporal Graham Alexander, Privates Tony Anthony and Jim Robinson 

left Nui Dat to return to Australia.  The usual route via Saigon to catch a Qantas 

charter flight was not possible as the airport was under constant attack during the TET 

Offensive.  Instead they were flown to Vung Tau where they boarded a RAAF C130 

flight to Butterworth Air Base in Malaysia.  From here they eventually boarded the 

Qantas Charter flight home. 

The last men to leave, from the original personnel in the Detachment, were 

Terry O‟Neill and Bluey Stoker, who left on 12 March 1968 and Des Surtees who left 

on 9 April 1968. 
 

 

 

 
1967 - 6 OFP (Detachment)l 

1. Arthur Dionysius  2. Ken Hussell (OC)  3. Lawrie O’Neill  4.  Lou Wiskar 
5. Peter Trembath  6. Jim Robinson  7. Ian Tasker  8. Bluey Stoker  9. Des Surtees 

10. Harry Couper  11. Ron Vernieux  12. Bob Nash  13. Ian McLean  14.Tony Anthony 
15. Les Matthews  16. Ross Rindfleish  17. Bob Gray 

 (Photo – Ken Hussell) 
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October 1967 – L to R standing. Bob Gray, Ian Tasker, Ian McLean, Bluey Stoker, 

Jack McCallum, Harry Couper, Lawrie O’Neill, Jim Robinson. {Kneeling} Rob Duncan, 
Harry Stephens, Arthur Dionysius (going home)  & Greg Quinlan.  (Photo – Lee Davidson) 

 

 
Dec 1967 – L to R. Tony Flanagan, Harry Stephens (going home), Peter Hogan, 

Lawrie O’Neill, Jack McCallum.   (Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
 

 
Jan 1968 – L to R. Elwyn Spencer, Bob Nash, Tony Anthony, Lawrie O’Neil (going home)l, 
Des Surtees, Graham Alexander, Greg Quinlan (going home) & Ian McLean (going home). 

(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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1
st

 Ordnance Field Park 1968-72 
Unit History 

 

 

 

 
The 1

st
 Ordnance Field Park officially took over from the 6

th
 Ordnance Field 

Park (Detachment) at Nui Dat on 1 February 1968.  This came about by an instruction 

titled; “Raising / Reorganisation Instruction No. 5/68 – Ordnance Field Parks” dated 

31 January 1968 and signed by Brigadier E.J.H. Howard, DSD, Army Headquarters 

Canberra.  The instruction in effect approved the raising of a fourth Australian Regular 

Army Ordnance Field Park by the redesignation of the Vietnam detachment of 6
th
 

Ordnance Field Park to 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park and the redesignation of 1st Ordnance 

Field Park as 10
th
 Ordnance Field Park.  The location of the four Ordnance Field Parks 

were to be; 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park (Vietnam), 3

rd
 Ordnance Field Park (Townsville), 

6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Enoggera) and 10

th
 Ordnance Field Park (Moorebank). 

The build up to the full 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park, to serve the expanded 1

st
 

Australian Task Force based at Nui Dat, commenced on 11 December 1967 with the 

arrival of the Unit‟s Officer Commanding, Captain Mike Clarke. 

During December 1967 and January 1968 there was a staged change over of 

6
th
 Ordnance Field Park (Detachment) members returning to Australia and new 

arrivals for the Ordnance Field Park.  The last group of new arrivals sailed into Vung 

Tau on board HMAS “Sydney” in late January 1968, just as the TET Offensive 

commenced. 

Colin Cross was one of the new arrivals on the “Sydney” and he recalls 

landing on the beach at Vung Tau when they arrived.  They were told that Vung Tau 

had been taken and a very scared young man found himself aboard the landing craft 

waiting for the gate to drop and thinking we would be killed by enemy fire.  They hid 

under a bridge until a false alarm was called.  Les Wilkinson recalls that they didn‟t 

have any ammo anyway.  Fortunately they all landed at Vung Tau without any major 

problems and were airlifted to Nui Dat to commence their tour of duty. 

 

 

1968 

 
It was indeed a memorable occasion for the newly designated 1

st
 Ordnance 

Field Park to find itself on the first day of operation involved in the TET Offensive 

which erupted throughout South Vietnam and lasted until late February. 

The Bath Unit had previously been deployed to Fire Support Base (FSB) 

Anderson on 23 January, in support of 7 RAR and 2 RAR, on Operation COBURG.  



 62 

The operation was conducted in the Bien Hoa area in the expectation of an attack on 

the US Base at Bien Hoa during the traditional Buddhist celebration of the lunar New 

Year (TET) at the end of January.  FSB Anderson was attacked several times during 

the TET Offensive.  The unit showered on average 400 men per day and remained at 

the Fire Support Base until completion of the operation on 1 March.  Operators were 

changed over on 13 February. 

The new Self Service Store opened for business on 1 February in the former 

Stores Distribution shed. 

Two Other Ranks were on daily Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR) 

patrols with 2 RAR throughout February.  Four men were attached to 1 Field 

Squadron Stores Cell for stocktaking and a relocation program lasting two weeks. 

The Unit‟s first cook, Eddy Place, was posted to the unit in January.  He 

worked at 2 RAR for a couple of months until the Task Force Maintenance Area 

(TFMA) kitchen was completed and ready for use by all units in the TFMA. 

 

Unit strength, as at 12 February 1968 was: 

 Officers (1) - Warrant Officers/Sergeants (9) - Other Ranks (28). 

 Total Unit Strength of 38. 

 

2
nd

 Lieutenant John (Monty) Brown assumed duty on 15 March as the Unit‟s 

new Second in Command (2IC). 

The increase to the unit‟s stores scalings started to arrive during March and 

the extra work load was handled satisfactorily.  Work commenced on the Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOPs) for a Forward Ordnance Field Park Group.  Work also 

commenced on the new Bulk Break shed (80ft x 19ft) and was soon to commence on 

the new Self Service Bulk Store (60ft x 19ft).  When completed it was hoped that this 

would relieve the problem of unit storage during the wet season. 

 

Unit strength, as at 21 March 1968 was:  

 Officers (2) - Warrant Officers/Sergeants (9) - Other Ranks (27) 

 Total Unit Strength of 38 

 

 

 

 
On 27 March hospitality was afforded to 
the Director of Ordnance Services 
(DOS), Brigadier Lord, who made a visit 
to the unit. 
L to R – Capt Mike Clark (OC), Cpl Keith 
Jones, Brig EC Lord (DOS), Cpl Elwyn 
Spencer & Pte Allan Ham (RAASC) 
(Photo – Australian War Memorial 
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The cement floor for the two new sheds was laid in April and work on the 

actual structures was scheduled to commence in the near future. 

The Forward Ordnance Field Park Group, to operate as part of the Forward 

TFMA Group, was fully scaled up during April.  In late April the Forward Group 

deployed to the US 9
th
 Division Base of Bear Cat on Route 15, to provide support 

during Operation TOAN THANG, Phase 1. 

The 1
st
 Australian Task Force deployed two battalions (1 RAR and 3 RAR) 

during Operation TOAN THANG to an area twenty kilometres north of Bien Hoa to 

intercept and disrupt the approach of enemy forces towards the capital, Saigon.  

Several Fire Support Bases (FSBs) were established to provide defended firing points 

for artillery and mortars which would cover foot patrols sent out by the battalions.  

One of these FSBs was named “Coral” and was situated seven kilometres north of the 

town of Tan Uyen. 

 

 
May 1968 – FSB Coral showing layout & location of the TFMA Forward Group 

 

The Forward TFMA Group deployed forward to FSB Coral on 13 May, the 

day after the initial occupation of the FSB had begun on 12 May.  The initial 

occupation of the FSB on 12 May ran into problems and the defences remained 

unfinished at the end of the day.  At about 3.30 am on 13 May, the base was attacked 

following a brief but intense rocket and mortar barrage.  The 1 RAR mortar platoon 

position was over-run, along with one of 102 Field Battery‟s 105 mm howitzers.  With 

the aid of extensive air support, the attack was beaten off by 6.30 am and the captured 
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gun-pit was retaken.  Nine Australians were killed and 28 wounded, while the 

attackers lost more than the 52 bodies they left behind. 
Into this scene, on 13 May, the Forward TFMA Group arrived by a heavily 

defended road convoy from Bear Cat.  Their initial objective was to dig in and prepare 

their defences.  At 2.15 am on 16 May, Coral again came under attack.  The base was 

now defended by armoured personnel carriers, a rifle company from 1 RAR and an 

American mobile howitzer battery.  The attack was repelled after four hours of 

fighting, with the Australians suffering five men killed and nineteen wounded.  

Further attacks were carried out on the base on 22, 26 and 28 May before the enemy 

switched its attention to another FSB named “Balmoral”, which was established about 

4.5 kilometres to the north.  FSB Coral was eventually abandoned on 6 June and all 

units returned to Nui Dat. 

The following OFP personnel were either at FSB Coral for the duration of the 

operation, or spent some time there: Stan Hall, Colin Cross, Les Wilkinson, Graeme 

Patzel, Tim Moroney, John Redman, Alan Whitaker, Ron Meppom, Noel Coughlin, 

Doug Blatch, (Lt) Monty Brown, Jim Beattie, Stan Stefanowicz, Eddie Place, Stan 

Boldiston and Tony Flanagan. 

Doug Blatch recalls that he arrived at Coral by Chinook Helicopter, instead of 

on the road convoy, on 13 May.  When they landed he was directed where to go by the 

ground controller.  As he was going up the road to the TFMA position, coming 

towards him were two or three APCs with their duck boards half down with enemy 

bodies laying on them.  They were being taken to a mass grave for burial. 

Tony Flanagan recalls that he was at Coral for a week.  During that time they 

were mortared twice.  On 22 May some accommodation and stores tents copped it, 

and on the night of 26 May the Control Office got hit and one side was blown out.  

During these attacks Lt Monty Brown‟s Armalite rifle was damaged and Stan 

Stefanowicz had a very close call when a mortar landed near his trench.  Fortunately 

no member of the Forward TFMA Group was injured during this attack. 
 

 
 

May 1968- Les Wilkinson digs in at FSB Coral & Doug Blatch checks out the end product.  
(Photos – Les Wilkinson) 

 

A large volume of stores was handled by OFP and the Forward Group during 

May.  Engineers had not carried out any further building of the new stores shed so two 
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tents were placed on the laid concrete slabs.  The larger tent was used for the Bulk 

Break in May which was the largest handled so far by the OFP. 

Phase 2 of Operation TOAN THANG commenced on 12 June and a Forward 

Group of 1 Corporal Clerk and 3 Private Storeman were deployed with the TFMA 

Forward Group and stationed at Long Binh.  There was a change over of personnel 

after two weeks.  The Forward Detachment at Long Binh returned to the unit after the 

completion of Operation TOAN THANG on 17 July.  A full 100% stocktake of 

Forward Group‟s scaling was undertaken to ascertain the total amount of stores lost in 

the mortar attacks on FSB Coral during May. 

During July a detachment of personnel went to 1st Australian Civil Affairs 

Unit (1 ACU) to assist Civil Affairs with the refugee housing program in the 

resettlement village of Ap Soui Nghe. 

The new Self Service Store was completed in August.  This new building had 

doors and could be secured out of working hours.  All bulk holdings of Self Service 

items were transferred to an 80ft x 20ft tent.  Stock from the over crowded MT & 

Tech store was transferred to the previous Self Service store.  The requirement for 

more space has been brought about by the increased holdings of all types of stores. 

During September all weapons were moved from MT shed No. 1 to MT shed 

No. 2.  Sgt Sid Brent went on Operation TOAN THANG 2 with 1 RAR as Platoon 

Sergeant, 5 Platoon, B Company, on 28 Sept.  Otherwise, September was a quiet 

month. 

Commander Australian Forces Vietnam (COMAFV) Major General A.L. 

MacDonald visited the unit on 2 October.  October was a month of building with unit 

labour completing the sheds for Controlled Stores and Bulk Break with lockable 

double doors.  Both of the MT & Tech Sheds also had doors and new fronts completed 

for added security. 

OC Captain Mike Clark completed his tour of duty on 31 October and Captain 

Maurice Galt assumed command of the Unit on 1 November. 

There was still a problem of inexperienced personnel being posted to the unit, 

with many replacements arriving up to a month after the requested date, necessitating 

change to return to Australia (RTA) dates for unit personnel.  Because of a shortage of 

Control Office staff and the increased amount of work, all Control Office personnel 

worked back four nights a week for at least three months.  Some personnel in Stores 

Platoon also worked nights to relocate all detail stores which were double or triple 

located.  Self Service and Stores Distribution were relocated outside the stores yard to 

allow for more working area and to prevent unit vehicles driving up to the storehouses 

and getting stores. 

A forward three man detachment was deployed to support Operation 

CAPITAL being conducted by 4 RAR in the area east and north east of Binh Gai, 

from 11 November until 27 November. 

In December the Task Force Maintenance Area was advised that it would be 

involved in providing at least five Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR) patrols per 

month.  1 OFP‟s share of each of these patrols was three men, including a senior 

NCO.  These personnel were involved for three days each, for each patrol.  Much 

needed adjustable shelving, pallet racking and bin packs arrived during December to 

allow relocation and reorganising of stores to commence. 
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1969 
 

The implementation of new warehousing methods was almost completed 

during January.  The following is a brief summery of events:- 

 

MT & Tech 

A 40ft x 20ft tent was erected and set up as a tyre store.  It consisted of racks 

which allow tyres to be stored correctly, two high.  A second palletised bulk 

storehouse was set up to cater for the increased holdings in bulk.  Another storehouse 

was completely set up with adjustable shelving, storage and display.  The detail 

storehouse was reorganised to allow adequate but separate receipts and issues areas 

and 392 bin packs. 

 

Gen Stores 

The detail storehouse was reorganised to allow receipt and issues area similar 

to that of MT & Tech, but it held 204 bin packs and 16 storage racks.  The high 

turnover of plastic water cans made it necessary for these to be stored in the open 

under tarpaulins. 

 

The Bath Unit was not used this month and the opportunity was taken to 

getting the equipment serviceable and to training new personnel in its operation. 
 

 
Bath Unit in operation out in the bush.  (Photo – Bob Nicholson) 

 

On 10 February 2
nd

 Lieutenant Alan Davis arrived to replace 2
nd

 Lieutenant 

John (Monty) Brown as the Unit‟s 2IC. 
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On 18 February the OFP Forward Detachment, including the Bath Unit, were 

deployed to Long Binh in support of 4 RAR and 9 RAR on Operation FEDERAL, 

which was being conducted in an area east of Long Binh.  The Bath Unit also took on 

a second role of running the water point.  During the TET Offensive in 1968 the 

enemy had successfully penetrated the Long Binh defensive perimeter with a 

regimental force.  The operation was being conducted by the Australians to reinforce 

the US forces ahead of TET celebrations in 1969. 

2Lt Alan Davis recalls that within a week of his arrival in country he was part 

of the TFMA Detachment deployed into Long Binh.  He felt that the Yanks must have 

thought that the Australians were red hot because they positioned them where Charlie 

had broken through the previous year.  It didn‟t take long for the different combat 

styles of the US and Aussies to become apparent.  The Australian‟s engineering 

support dug in completely with APCs in hull down positions.  A fifty percent stand to 

was in place and for the Australians that meant everyone in the pits with fifty percent 

manning weapons at their post.  The night was almost as bright as day with helicopter 

gun ships, complete with search lights, swarming the skies overhead.  The Aussies 

couldn‟t understand why the US unit on their left, who were also on fifty percent stand 

to, were clearly visible sitting around watching a movie.  They later found out that 

they relied on the air cavalry and electronic sensors for the teeth part of the fifty 

percent, but laid off the spirits and only drank beer „just in case‟! 

Connexes were used for the first time for the delivery of the bulk break in 

March.  Generally this system worked very well, though it would have been easier if 

connexes were individually consigned to the major units. 

The Forward Detachment continued its deployment at Long Binh during 

March.  The Bath Unit was used every day during the current operation and went 

forward on all but six days, when either the vehicle had broken down or no escorts 

were available.  The unit is showering up to 700 persons per day.  There were 

problems with the equipment; mainly the heater and the pump.  There was a need to 

investigate getting better and more efficient equipment. 
The Forward Detachment returned from Long Binh early in April after 8 

weeks.  Demand for the Bath Unit continued to be heavy.  Apart from operating at 

Long Binh in the early part of the month; it had operated from Nui Dat since its return, 

going out daily to Fire Support Bases with a 1000 gallon water truck.  Alan Davis 

recalls that the service was so popular with deployed troops that they would provide 

APC escorts for the unit to get them to remote locations. 

TAOR patrolling was cancelled during May with a resultant increase in 

available man hours in the unit.  The Bath unit continued to be deployed almost daily. 

There was a marked increase in non-unit duties during June with the increase 

in patrolling and defence commitments.  Demand for the Bath unit remained high.  

There were about six days when the unit was unable to reach the Fire Support Bases 

due to enemy activity. 

During July the loss of man hours continued to be high with two members 

detached to B Squadron 3 Cavalry Regiment (APCs) for the month to operate as 

infantry, and four members on TFMA duties. 

Refresher courses for storemen commenced in July.  Decreased use of the 

Bath unit this month due to the fact that most Fire Support Bases were being 

maintained by air and the wet season was making it difficult to get vehicles off the 
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beaten track.  Most deployments for the month were inside Nui Dat to shower 

Battalions returning from operations. 

Refresher courses for storeman were completed in August.  Examination 

results were not very impressive.  Those who failed were required to do individual, 

oral and practical tests one week later and members were warned that failure would 

result in re-trade testing. 

During September patrolling and defence commitments decreased and this 

trend was expected to continue into the future.  The HQ building was extended by 10 

foot by enclosing the verandah with a resultant increase in office space available. 

The month of October saw the TFMA platoon, of which the OFP provided 

seven Other Ranks, deployed for two periods, one for five days and the other for two 

days.  Kevin Dwyer was a member of the TFMA platoon which was on a five day 

Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR) patrol.  Kevin remembers that during this 

patrol they ran out of water and had to get a resupply by chopper.  Later on they were 

patrolling along a track and the forward scout stopped for a break.  Just as he did, he 

noticed signs that suggested the patrol had walked into a mine field.  Everyone froze 

and they radioed for help to get them out of the mines.  Unfortunately the only help 

they got was to be told to get off the track and find their own way out.  Fortunately 

they did manage to extricate themselves from this sticky situation but this dramatic 

experience remains with Kevin to this day. 

With the wet season ending, the Bath unit was deployed for three days at FSB 

Discovery.  In addition, two members were provided for the TFMA Civil Affairs 

project.  Bill Dobson was one of those selected for this project.  He recalls that he and 

Tony (Pattie) Page and three Engineers had both good and bad memories working 

with the Civil Affairs Unit at the Duc Than village.  They spent three weeks erecting a 

community hall and each of them stayed with a family, sleeping in their grass huts, 

eating together and washing at their well.  They would do their building during the day 

and provide security at night.  This particular village was constantly terrorised by the 

VC and one night the half finished building was destroyed by the VC.  The team had 

to virtually start all over again.  Bill feels that the village people had a dislike for the 

VC because they did not allow them to practice their faith.  The villages were very 

warm and friendly towards them and didn‟t want them to leave. 

On 12 November Captain Maurice Galt (OC) ended his tour of duty and 

returned to Australia.  He was replaced by Captain Alan Burkhill. 

The late arrival of HMAS “Jeparit” in December caused problems with 

supply of stores.  The Self Service Store has been extended and relocated and the 

accounting system modified resulting in better service to units. 

For the past month the Bath unit was continuously deployed in the field at 

FSB Peggy in support of 8 RAR and 6 RAR during Operation ATHERTON.  The 

deployment continued into January 1970.  Bruce Chapman was at FSB Peggy on 

Christmas Day and recalls that they could hear Christmas carols being played from a 

plane as it flew overhead on Christmas eve night 

The problem of deployment previously to inaccessible Fire Support Bases has 

been overcome by taking the bath equipment off the truck on which it was mounted 

and flying it forward by “Chinook” helicopter.  Water from local streams was utilised, 

after testing, if available, or else 500 gallon bladders were flown in on an as required 

basis. 
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1970 
 

A record number of requisition vouchers were satisfied in January 1970 due to 

arrival of “Jeparit” in late December 1969. 

Considerable pressure was brought to bear on OFP during January to provide 

personnel for non technical duties over extended periods.  The nature and duration of 

these duties were;- 

 

Duty    Personnel   Duration 

Civil Aid projects        4    6-8 weeks 

Patrolling Activities    4 to 9   as required-

    up to 2 wks 

 

Lieutenant David Walter (Ex 3 OFP) arrived in January to replace 2
nd

 

Lieutenant Alan Davis as the Unit‟s 2IC. 

In January the volley ball team played an ARVN team at the outpost of Ngai 

Giao.  While they were there the truck nearly ran over a claymore mine near the volley 

ball court. This must have had an effect on their performance that month because they 

lost a return match at Ngai Giao, they lost another match at Long Dien, and finally 

they got done by a team of Vietnamese at the school ground near Long Dien. 

The Director of Ordnance Services (DOS) Brigadier E.C. LORD (OBE) paid a 

visit to the unit on 22 January.  He had previously visited the unit in March 1968. 

In late January a Corporal and two Privates were sent to Ngai Giao with the 

TFMA Civil Aid building project for approximately six weeks and six men were 

provided for the TFMA Platoon which was placed under command of 8 RAR for an 

extended period.  Instructions were given that first line ammunition was to be carried 

at all times until further notice as a TET precaution. 

In February the OC TFMA and OC 1 OFP discussed proposed changes in 

defence procedures.  OC TFMA proposed moving the 1 OFP Defence Platoon from 

the Eastern perimeter of 1 OFP.  This would have meant rebuilding new bunkers after 

just having built the best bunkers in the area on the Eastern perimeter.  1 OFP Defence 

Platoon now protects the Unit‟s own installations, and fills a gap in the ATF defence 

perimeter down Luscombe air strip. 

On 12 February, Personnel with the TFMA platoon returned after operations 

with 8 RAR in the Warburtons (Nui Dinh and Nui Thi Vai Hills) area and ambushes in 

the rubber plantations west of 1 ATF. 

Two men were sent to Vung Tau in late February as part of a squad to guard 

the unloading of the supply ship, HMAS “Jeparit”, for 5 days.  Laurie Manna recalls 

that this duty in Vung Tau was a pleasant relief from life at Nui Dat and John (Plates) 

Symons recalls that it was a real „swan‟ job. 

By March, the Self Service Store was becoming harder to operate because of 

the unreliability of the supply system due to the withdrawal of US Army from Vung 

Tau.  Stocks within the OFP have been relocated and reorganised, resulting in one and 

half storehouses being made available to receive an expected increase in stock 

holdings. 
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Preparation for the wet season got underway with the re-digging and repairing 

of storm drains, rebuilding levy banks, repairing roofs on storehouses and replacing 

worn or damaged canvas. 

During the month personnel were attached to 8 RAR with the TFMA Defence 

Platoon Section.  Patrol training was undertaken for seven members of the new TFMA 

Defence Platoon 

March was a busy period for the Bath Detachment.  During the month they 

were deployed to the following Fire Support Bases; Peggy, Wilton, Anne, Discovery 

and Pat in support of operations carried out by 7 RAR and 8 RAR. 

In April, Peter Renwick, Bruce Chapman, David Wade and John Symons 

spent about a week at Long Son Island as members of a TFMA patrol platoon.  They 

were involved in the protection of some Engineers and civilians engaged in 

construction of a pipeline.  They were also required for the defence of their platoon 

base, recce patrols, fighting patrols and securing LPs.  It was during this time on Long 

Son Island that the platoon came under enemy fire from small arms and forty 

millimetre rockets.  The contact lasted for five minutes but resulted in no casualties to 

either side. 

During April the water point operated at FSB Tiger and FSB Elaine, while the 

Bath Unit deployed to FSB Bond. 

The month of May saw a complete Audit carried out on all Ordnance 

accounting functions of the unit.  The Audit, which was conducted by the Army Audit 

representative from Australian Forces Vietnam, commenced on the 21 May and was 

finalised by 27 May.  The results were very satisfying in that no observations at all 

were recorded. 
 

 
 

A Senior NCO (Sgt John Barker) was provided to supervise a TFMA Civil 

Aid project building chicken coops in the Dat Do area.  Capt Alan Burkhill (OC at the 

time) recalls that the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese people was a high priority at 
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the time for the „powers that be‟ in the Australian and American Command.  Because 

of this, the unit was tasked to build „Chook Houses‟ in the local villages.  John Barker, 

who had served with Alan before, and was rumoured to have served with Brig 

Wingate‟s Chindits in Burma during the Second World War, was chosen for the job.  

Alan admits to having a lot of misgivings about this activity, particularly when the 

villagers for whom the structures were erected, arrived clad in their black, loose fitting 

uniforms, to take possession of the „Chook Houses‟. 

Stocks of tyres and batteries reached a critical level during the month and tight 

control had to be maintained on all issues.  The supply of self service stores improved 

and most items were available. 

The Bath Unit deployed to FSB Le Loi on 8 May in support of 8 RAR during 

Operation NUDGEE. 

Five personnel commenced a project at 17 Construction Squadron Workshops 

Stores Cell.  The Stores Cell was returning to 1 ALSG at Vung Tau and the project 

involved a complete stocktake and repacking of all stores. 

The Bath Unit and Water Point deployed to FSB Nola and the Water Point to 

FSB Kylie in late May. 

“Dues Out” remained at a high level in June and there were several liaison 

visits to 2 AOD at Vung Tau to sort out the problem.  This proved fruitful and certain 

remedial actions were agreed upon. 

A special revision of the entire stock scaling held at the OFP was commenced 

during June.  It was approximately fifty percent completed and revealed 

approximately 500 items of “dead stock” to date.  Steps were taken to outscale these 

items to 2 AOD, Vung Tau.  It was anticipated that the final figure of outscaled items 

of “dead stock” would be approximately 1,000 items with the result that a lot more 

storage space will be available when completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
On 8 June, WO2 W J (Bill) Murray was 
presented with the Long Service & Good 
Conduct Medal by Major General C.A.E. 
Frazer (CBE), Commander of Australian 
Forces Vietnam (COMAFV) at a special 
ceremony at Nui Dat. 
(Photo – Australian War Memorial) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During June the Bath Unit and the Water Point were deployed to FSB Nola, 

FSB Tess and FSB Discovery. 

The month of July saw the overall percentage satisfaction of vouchers 

processed reach an all time high of 85.5%.  On 15 July the Bath Unit and Water Point 

deployed to FSB Gail. 
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The special review of stock was completed in August with a total of 1085 

items identified for outscaling to 2 AOD, Vung Tau. 

During the last couple of months of July and August the TFMA was 

reallocated an area of ground on the outer perimeter of the Task Force base, between 

A Coy and W Coy 2 RAR(NZ).  The acquisition was intended to alleviate the crowded 

accommodation area of the TFMA and allow them to accept some area of 

responsibility for the perimeter defence of the Task Force base at Nui Dat.  At a 

conference of all sub-unit commanders of the TFMA, which was chaired by the OC 

TFMA, it was directed that the rank and file of the OFP would occupy this new 

location.  This decision was taken despite the protests of the OC 1 OFP.  An 

unrealistic occupation date was set by HQ TFMA, but after consultation a compromise 

was reached and a little more time was given for the move.  However, to attain this 

goal the OFP was forced to close down for all but operationally urgent issues for two 

and a half hours on two separate days.  Apart from this, a regular work party of 

approximately four men from the OFP were employed full time for about two weeks.  

This added to work during what are normally stand down periods.  Consequently any 

maintenance within the OFP and any special projects which were in progress were 

brought to a halt.  The new lines were eventually completed and the Other Ranks 

occupied them in early September. 
 

 
The new ORs Lines completed in Sept 1970 

(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
 

During September two storehouses were emptied of stores in preparation for 

the receipt of 8 RAR returned stores.  8 RAR was due to return to Australia in 

November and was not being replaced.  The Bath Unit equipment, with an operator, 

was deployed to the 8 RAR area to assist the battalion in the cleaning of equipment 

and containers to the standard required for their return to Australia.  It was discovered 

that by attaching a restricting device, such as a nozzle, to the hose outlet of the bath 
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unit, a considerable pressure could be built up without damaging the equipment.  This 

coupled with the fact that the bath equipment has the capacity to produce hot water, 

made it ideal for cleaning such items as vehicles and shipping containers. 

Assistance provided to 1 Field Squadron Workshops Stores Cell, in its 

relocation to Vung Tau, was completed during September. 

Liaison between 1 OFP and 2 AOD in Vung Tau was reported to be a one way 

street with many visits to Vung Tau by OFP personnel in trying to sort out problems 

but very few visits to Nui Dat by 2 AOD personnel. 

A barbecue was held on 27 September to celebrate Corps week. 

Captain Alan Burkhill completed his tour of duty as OC of the OFP and was 

replaced by Captain Gary Smith on 27 October. 

During November it was noted that the incidence of full oxygen bottles 

reaching the OFP empty was increasing.  The main cause appeared to be faulty valves, 

but it could also appear possible that serviceable empty bottles are finding their way 

into the full bottle department.  8 RAR returned stores to OFP preparatory to the 

Battalion returning to Australia.  Surplus webbing was given to a local ARVN unit. 

On 28 November a volleyball team went to Xuyen Moc by helicopter to play a 

Regional Force team but the game was not completed as the helicopters got an urgent 

call to return to base. 

In December, after repeated attempts, the Unit received a size 7 Case forklift 

which has proved to be a marked improvement on the old size 5 Massey Ferguson 

tractor forklift. 

The Water Point was deployed to FSB Le Loi, FSB Feathers, FSB Raglan and 

FSB Bruiser during December in support of 2 RAR and 7 RAR during Operations 

CUNG CHUNG Phases 2 and 3. 

On 4 December, OC Captain Gary Smith was travelling on an APC which 

detonated a 20 pound mine near FSB Garth.  Capt Smith survived this incident 

without any injuries. 

Christmas Day 1970 is a day that will forever remain in the memories of those 

guys who were with the OFP at Nui Dat.  At approximately 7.00 pm, members of the 

TFMA Sergeant‟s Mess were enjoying a relaxing drink at the bar, some were playing 

darts and others were having a „chat‟, trying to make the most of being away from 

family and loved ones on this special day. 

Suddenly, three gunshots were heard.  Initially, it was thought fire crackers 

had been let off in the OR lines area or maybe it was a VC sniper attack.  A short time 

later three soldiers were found lying on the floor of the Sergeant‟s Mess with blood 

oozing out of their bodies.  Within minutes, the real truth was to emerge, two 

sergeants were dead and one was seriously wounded.  Within ten minutes, enemy fire 

had been ruled out and the shocking truth revealed, the shooting was done by an 

Australian soldier.  Private Paul Ferriday of 176 Air Dispatch Company RAASC, had 

taken his rifle, loaded a full magazine and commenced to shoot, indiscriminately into 

the Sergeant‟s Mess. 

Events leading up to this tragedy reveal that Private Ferriday had been 

consuming alcohol since relatively early on Christmas morning.  He had been 

drinking, on and off, both in the lines and at the ORs Canteen.  By late afternoon he 

was substantially affected by alcohol.  At about 6.00 pm he was intercepted by some 

of his fellow soldiers in the tent lines, holding a rifle with a loaded magazine, and 
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stating an intention to kill a Warrant Officer attached to his unit.  The rifle was taken 

from him, and he was warned in strong terms by one of his friends against any 

repetition of that conduct.  He was also told not to have any more to drink. 

He later returned to the canteen and consumed more alcohol.  His behaviour in 

the canteen was markedly affected by the amount of alcohol he had consumed during 

the day.  He returned to the tent lines about 7.00 pm and was heard by a fellow soldier, 

whom he met on the way back, express some general resentment against the Army.  

He obtained his rifle from a neighbouring tent, into which it had been placed when 

taken from him about an hour earlier, together with a loaded magazine.  He walked 

down to the tent at the end of the lines nearest to the Sergeant‟s Mess.  He entered the 

annexe to that tent, and then, having cocked the rifle he fired a number of shots in the 

direction of the Sergeant‟s Mess. 

The Sergeant‟s Mess was about seventy-five feet from the tent annexe from 

which he had fired and there were about fifteen members in the mess at the time.  Two 

of the occupants of the mess, Sergeant Allan Moss (Det 152 Supply Platoon RAASC) 

and Sergeant Wallace Galvin (HQ 26 Company RAASC) were shot and killed and 

Sergeant Frederick Bowtell (176 Air Dispatch Company RAASC) was seriously 

wounded. 

Jim Golding recalls the events of that day.  He was at FSB Garth running the 

water point.  An opportunity arose for him to return to the OFP in the afternoon of 

Christmas Day.  He had just got back from the bush by chopper, had a shower and was 

looking forward to having a beer with his mates.  He was walking down to the ORs 

canteen to have a beer and heard three shots ring out.  He can remember running to the 

tent where the shots came from.  Someone arrived just before him.  He believed it was 

the duty officer, Captain Gary Smith (OC 1 OFP) and heard him say as they walked in 

„I want the .#%*....Who fired those shots?‟  At the time he could not see who it was. 

Then Private Paul Ferriday walked out and said „I did‟.  He was then taken down and 

shown what he had done.  Jim just kept walking and went past the sergeant‟s mess, 

which was right near where the shots were fired from, and soon realised what had 

happened.  Unfortunately, two sergeants had been killed and another badly wounded.  

What happened after that was a blank to Jim as he was probably in shock.  Jim never 

did get to have a drink because the camp was immediately put on alert. 
 

1971 
 
The role of 1

st
 Ordnance Field Park became increasingly important as 1971 

rolled on.  Advice was received during January that the Ordnance Field Park was to be 

ready to move to 1 ALSG Area, Vung Tau by 1 March and a Forward Detachment 

was to remain at Nui Dat. 

Lieutenant Garry Downs arrived on 7 January 1970 to replace Lieutenant 

David Walter as OO Stores Platoon and Unit 2IC. 

Preparation got under way during February for the relocation to 1 ALSG, 

Vung Tau.  The outscaling of stores and dismantling of tentage was also under way. 

The initial structure of the divided unit was as follows, with surplus personnel 

going to 2 Advanced Ordnance Depot, Vung Tau to assist that unit pack up for the 

return to Australia:- 
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Detachment at Nui Dat 

 

Officers     1 

Sgt Storeman Tech   2 

Cpl Storeman Tech   3 

Cpl Clerk Tech   1 

Pte Storeman Tech   5 

Pte Clerk Tech    1 

Pte Cook    1 

 

 

TOTAL   14 

Detachment at Vung Tau 

 

WO Clerk Tech    1 

Sgt Clerk Tech    2 

Sgt Storeman Tech   1 

Sgt Clerk Admin   1 

Cpl Storeman Tech   3 

Pte Storeman Tech   3 

Pte Clerk Tech    5 

Pte Cook    1 

 

TOTAL   17

 

 

There was some adjustment of staff between Nui Dat and Vung Tau as future 

workloads changed.  Lieutenant Garry Downs became the Officer-in-Charge of the 

Detachment that remained at Nui Dat. 

The move to Vung Tau was completed by end of March.  Stores held at Nui 

Dat were restricted to industrial gases, dry cell batteries, Task Force reserve of 

controlled stores and self service items.  The Detachment also continued to undertake 

the monthly bulk break.  All the tents were pulled down in the old lines and the 

remaining Detachment moved to new lines. 

The OC, Captain Gary Smith was acting as Task Force Ordnance Officer 

(TFOO), HQ 1 ATF and was expected to remain in that position for a while longer.  

This meant that in the morning, as Officer Commanding 1st Ordnance Field Park 

Captain Smith would submit requests for controlled stores to Headquarters 1st 

Australian Task Force for approval.  In the same afternoon, acting as the Ordnance 

Officer 1st Australian Task Force, he would approve these same requests. 

During April the Detachment at Nui Dat. received a water blasting unit which 

was to be operated by members of the Bath section.  This unit was to be used to clean 

tanks and other items of heavy equipment being returned to Australia. 

A 100% stock-take at the Vung Tau location was undertaken during the 

month. 

On 17 May Captain Geoff Olney (ex 2 AOD) was appointed as the new OC of 

the Ordnance Field Park to take over from Captain Gary Smith who was now the 

TFOO at HQ 1 ATF.  Captain Olney was stationed with the Detachment of the Unit 

that had been relocated to Vung Tau. 

By July 1971 the withdrawal of the Australian Task Force from Vietnam was 

well into the planning stage. The Tank Squadron was well into its preparation for its 

return to Australia. The Cavalry Squadron (then at Nui Dat) was preparing to move 

back to Vung Tau as was the Detachment of 1 OFP and l6l Reece Flight.  Lt Garry. 

Downs, as well as being the Stores Officer at Nui Dat, was also given the 

responsibility as OIC of the wash point operation for equipment being cleaned and 

returned to Vung Tau for eventual return to Australia.  Tony Slann and Jim Marshall 

were seconded to 1 Armoured Regiment to look after the cleaning of the Centurion 

tanks in preparation for their return to Australia. 
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Aug 1971 – Water and mud fly as Jim Marshall uses a high pressure cleaner to hose down a 52 Ton 
Centurion tank in preparation for shipment back to Australia.  Quarantine regulations necessitated a 

thorough wash-down for all vehicles before they left Vietnam. 
(Photo – Australian War Memorial) 

 

During August, 2
nd

 Lieutenant Rob Patterson, Warrant Officer Class Two Phil 

Warne and Sergeant Peter Shea moved from 2 AOD and established an "elastic sided" 

Ordnance Field Park at Vung Tau.  A tent city at Vung Tau was erected to 

accommodate the Orderly Room, Q Store, Control Office and OC/HQ. 

On 18 August the Australian Parliament officially announced the withdrawal 

of Australian forces from Vietnam and the Detachment at Nui Dat commenced 

preparation for the move to Vung Tau by late October.   

Exercise ENEMA, an exercise conducted to practice 2 AOD and 1 OFP in the 

techniques required to re-open 1 OFP commenced at 1330 hours on 18 August and ran 

for seven days.  To ensure that the proposed techniques were effective, actual 

vouchers and stores were handled throughout the exercise. 

On 15 September 1st Ordnance Field Park, Vung Tau assumed responsibility 

for Ordnance support for Australian Forces Vietnam from 2 Advanced Ordnance 

Depot.  This expanded unit, with its administration under canvas took over 

warehouses from 2 AOD.  A stores scaling based on 2 AOD's usage history was used 

by 1 OFP Det at Vung Tau to provide continued Ordnance support to the Australian 

land forces in Vietnam thus enabling 2 AOD to close down operations and withdraw 

its assets to Australia. 

Lt Garry downs recalls that the development of the scaling was a major 

activity that required OFP personnel to review the AOD‟s records.  As the AOD staff 

required access during the day to complete their activities, it meant that OFP personnel 

could not start work until about 1600 hours and would have their “working day” 

through until about 2330 hours. 
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Determination of the OFP scaling was an important task that required a 

balance between the ability to supply the Force‟s needs, but not a state of over-supply 

of stock to return to Australia on unit closure.  The task could be aligned to the 

operation of a bar which would close at 2200 hours.  Up until that time there must be 

the ability to supply beer, soft drink, cigarettes, chips and peanuts of the requested 

brand (or suitable in lieu item) and quantity.  At the same time, there was an objective 

of having virtually no stock when the bar closed. 

The balancing act between not being out of stock and not being overstocked 

continued through until the OFP closed its doors.  Tasks involved receiving stores 

from either the AOD or Australia as well as continuing an outscaling program of 

stores that were no longer required.  The unit‟s success in these activities was reflected 

in the high satisfaction rate of requested stores.  Part of the glue that held this together 

was the high degree of accuracy or alignment between stores records and physical 

stock. 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Rob Patterson recalls that during the transition period the 

workload was heavy.  Setting up one area and winding down another required a lot of 

work.  The new OFP Team, with Captain Geoff Olney as the new leader, worked well 

into the night regularly for many months.  WO2 Phil Warne, the WO Control, used his 

immense amount of knowledge to get the detail sorted out.  Rob also recalls that when 

the physical transfer of stock took place it flowed across reasonably well.  They had 

taken over three of the large warehouses and set up all the functions within the 

structure of the OFP.  At the same time issues were done in a similar fashion to the 

AOD.  Long hours were not unusual; however Rob could not remember anyone 

complaining and that was what the spirit showed. 

October was a busy month at Nui Dat as the Detachment packed up for the 

move to Vung Tau.  On the 16 October the main party and the stores left Nui Dat by 

road transport, with the remaining elements of the Task Force, for Vung Tau.  As the 

Australian troops withdrew from the area, the Vietnamese Army (ARVN) were quick 

to move in to the remaining shells of buildings which had been the Australian base at 

Nui Dat. 

Sergeant Hank Botcher was part of the last group to leave Nui Dat and he 

recalls that as they pulled out of the front gate there were hundreds of Vietnamese in 

trucks, carts, bikes or anything with wheels, just waiting for the Australians to finally 

leave the place.  Hank reckons they would have stripped the place clean by the time 

the departing Australians had reached Baria. 

The 1st Ordnance Field Park at Vung Tau conducted a progressive out scaling 

operation during the latter part of 1971 whilst still maintaining support in theatre.  As 

it existed the 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park was a unique unit, it was not really an Ordnance 

Field Park, not a Depot or not really a Composite Ordnance Company, but a mixture 

of all. 

 

1972 
 

In the final days of the Vietnam Conflict the personnel of the 1st Ordnance 

Field Park worked long and hard hours, but produced credible results in providing the 

required ordnance support to the very end.  This support contributed to the successful 
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and orderly withdrawal of the 1st Australian Task Force and its supporting elements 

from Vietnam. 

On 31 January the Unit closed down for business.  The final stage was for all 

RAAOC elements and units to return to Australia by ship or air, taking with them all 

their serviceable and repairable equipment.  Back loading of sea cargo to Australia 

was undertaken by HMAS “Sydney”, HMAS “Jeparit” and a large Japanese freighter 

the MV “Harima Maru” which was chartered by the Royal Australian Navy 

specifically to ship the squadron of Centurion tanks back to Melbourne as the deck 

strength of the Naval Support Ships was not sufficient for the task. 

Some of this equipment was subjected to quarantine regulations, as directed 

by the Department of Agriculture, who had representatives present in Vietnam to 

supervise cleaning operations to prepare vehicles and equipments for return to 

Australia.  Other items such as tentage, webbing, tarpaulins and anything that had 

deteriorated in the climatic conditions, or which was likely to be contaminated, were 

written-off, destroyed or donated to the Vietnamese to make use of as they saw fit. 

Unit personnel commenced returning to Australia in February1972, with some 

returning by air and some accompanying the return of stores by sea.  On return to 

Australia, there was leave to be taken and new postings to be assumed.  Meanwhile 

the OFP‟s stock and unit stores continued a gradual movement from ship to shore to 

10 OFP at Holsworthy.  Following arrival of the unit stores the “rear” party assembled 

at Holsworthy to outscale stores and finalise unit records.  This group was somewhat 

top heavy as it included the OC Capt Geoff Olney, the 2IC (now) Capt Garry Downs, 

WO control, WO2 Phil Warne, the CQMS S/Sgt Davies, and stores platoon senior 

NCOs such as S/Sgt Peter Shea. 

The high level of stores management that had been exercised in Vietnam was 

rewarded in the outscaling activities as there were minimal discrepancies between 

records and physical stock, and the close down of the unit was completed smoothly.  

This onerous task was finally completed in June 1972 and the rear party dispersed to 

new postings around Australia. 

With the verification process completed, the reformation of the 1
st
 Ordnance 

Field Park was able to proceed.  The reformation process involved the amalgamation 

of both the 1
st
 and 10

th
 Ordnance Field Parks, with the amalgamated unit being 

designated the 1
st
 Ordnance Field Park.  On 21 July 1977, the 1

st
 Ordnance Field Park 

was redesignated the 1
st
 Field Supply Company, thus ending a long and impressive 

history of the Ordnance Field Parks in the Australian Army. 

Its history stands as a proud reminder, dedicated to the efforts and hard work 

of all who have served within its ranks 



 79 

 
 
 

Profiles & Memories 
 

 

 

 

The following pages contain the profiles and 

memories of 135 of our mates who served in the 

Ordnance Field Park during its term of duty in Vietnam 

from 1966 until 1972. 

You will note, from reading some of the memories 

that a great bond developed between the „Regs‟ and the 

„Nashos‟ which, despite the passage of time, still exists to 

this day.  The Regs were there because it was their job 

and the Nashos were there because they “won the 

lottery”.  In the end, they were both there to do a job 

which they did to the best of their ability.  In doing this 

important job there was no distinction between them, they 

were all Ordnance men. 
 

 
1967 – 6 OFP (Det) 

L to R.  Les Matthews,  Ron (Bluey) Stoker,  Ian (Neddy) Mclean and Ian Tasker 
(Photo – Lee Davidson) 
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NAME: Graham Frank George ALEXANDER 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1967 
DEPARTED: February 1968 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 
Graham did his recruit training at 3TB Singleton.  Following Corps training, as 

a storeman, he was posted to 6 OFP at Gaythorne, in Brisbane.  In March 1967, he 
was part of an advance party of five who were sent to Vietnam to prepare for the 
changeover, in early May, from 1 OFP (Det) to 6 OFP (Det). 

The party left Australia on a Qantas commercial flight to Manila, Philippines.  
From there they were taken to the US Air Force Clark Airbase and from there they 
were loaded on a USAF C130 and flown to Saigon. 

Prior to the arrival of 6 OFP (Det), he was involved in the relocation of the unit 
from near SAS Hill to near the airstrip.  Graham was a Private Storeman Tech and 
was posted to work in the Q Store. He was promoted to Lance / Corporal in June 
1967.  As well as his normal duties Graham was involved in night time pickets on the 
wire.  His tour of duty ended in February 1968 just after the TET Offensive had 
started.  Because Saigon was being shot up, he was flown to Butterworth, in Malaysia, 
and from there caught a Qantas charter home. 

Following leave, he was discharged in April 1968 and returned to his civilian 
career with Wyper Bros in Gladstone.  Graham remained with them until 1990 when 
he went to work for CQ Fencing Pergola & BBQ as Manager.  In 2003 he left to 
become Sales Manager for Central Air & Water in Gladstone, a position he still holds. 

On his return to Gladstone, after Vietnam, Graham was welcomed into his 
local RSL Sub Branch. This has lead to many years of involvement with the Sub 
Branch.  He was elected as President in 1991, a position he still holds.  In his spare 
time Graham enjoys the odd spot of fishing and is an avid TV sporting fanatic. 

Graham lives in Gladstone, Qld with his wife Sandra (who he married before 
he left for Vietnam).  They have two sons and one daughter and four lovely 
grandchildren. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“I remember the good times I had with my fellow tent mates, Greg Quinlan, 
Ian Tasker, Bob Nash and one uninvited rubber tree that decided to drop in on us one 
night during a monsoon storm.  I remember the fond times and the friendship I had 
with the Mama San of the laundry in Baria where I used to take our laundry to 
regularly.  I looked forward to my regular visits as she would always supply me with a 
bottle of coke and some corn on the cob to munch on.  Sadly she was killed by the VC 
during the TET Offensive.  She had become like a de-facto mother to me and her 
senseless death was a great blow to me when I heard the news of her death.  This 
was just before I was due to leave Vietnam and return home.  I never did get to say 
good-by to her.” 
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NAME:  Errol John (Tony) ANTHONY 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: April 1967 
DEPARTED: February 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Tony was an Assistant Accountant when he was called up for National 
Service in April 1966.  Twelve months later he found himself posted to 
Vietnam. 

He flew over on a Qantas charter flight and was posted as a Private 
Storeman Tech for the duration of his tour.  Tony, like others in the unit was 
also required to do night picket duties on the perimeter wire.  He also part of a 
bath unit detail that went out to shower the troops in the field. 

 
Tony‟s tour ended in February 1968.  Because of TET and the difficulty 

of aircraft using Ton Son Nuit Airport (Saigon) at the time (the place was being 
shot up); Tony left Vung Tau by RAAF C130 Hercules and was flown to 
Butterworth Air Base, Malaysia where he caught a Qantas charter for 
Australia. 

On returning to Australia, he spent the remainder of his time at Watson 
Bay, Sydney until he was discharged, having completed his National Service 
obligation, in April 1968. 

Tony returned to his civilian occupation in the Finance and Accounting 
industry, which, for the first two years, he found it difficult adjusting to work 
practices after the army.  He is still working full time and enjoying what he 
does.  In his spare time Tony enjoys gardening, trout fishing and spending 
time with his grand children. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 

 
“I enjoyed my time over there.  I remember one morning, when I woke 

up, there was Ian Tasker, or was it Bluey Stoker, laying flat on their back after 
a heavy night on the grog. 

I will always remember the closeness of the guys I served with.” 
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NAME: Raymond William ATKINSON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  January 1969 
DEPARTED:  June 1969 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Ray was called-up for National Service in July 1967 and completed his 
Recruit Training at Puckapunyal.  He had applied to go to the Provost Corps, 
and was accepted, but when they found out that he didn‟t have a police 
background and was only in for two years, they suggested he apply for 
another corps. This prompted Ray to then apply for the Catering Corps.  He 
completed his catering course at Broadmeadows and was then posted to HQ 
Southern Command.   After a short while he was posted into the position of IC 
Manning – Catering Personnel on a temporary promotion to Corporal.  He 
stayed in this position for about one year before he decided to volunteer for 
Vietnam.  He got his wish, and in January 1969, after a series of flights on a 
C130, via Darwin and Butterworth, he arrived at Nui Dat. 

Ray was one of the first cooks to serve in the TFMA Officers Mess.  He 
worked on a roster of one and a half days on and one and a half days off.  The 
only trick was that the one and a half days off were taken up with either 
shotgun duties on a road convoy to Fire Support Bases, or TAOR Patrols.  In 
between all this, Ray managed to fit in an appendix operation.  His two years 
National Service obligation was nearly up when he returned to Australia in 
June 1969.  He was due for discharge in July 1969, but was kept on for about 
two months while he was treated for a skin rash problem. 

Back in civy street, Ray returned to his trade as a retail butcher.  
These days he is still in the trade but only works a few hours a week.  He lives 
with his wife Marilyn in Melbourne and they have two grown up children.  In his 
spare time, Ray is an avid water skier and enjoys trail riding on horse back. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember on overnight TAOR patrol in particular.  On this occasion 
a Lieutenant from the New Zealand Army wanted to join in and be a part of the 
patrol.  He assured us that he was an experienced radio operator and was 
given the radio.  Unfortunately this Lieutenant was fiddling around with the 
radio and managed to break it somehow.  There we were, out in the middle of 
no where, in tiger country, unable to radio for help if required.  We kept our 
heads down that night and didn‟t move a muscle.  It turned out to be a quiet 
night indeed.” 
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NAME:  Joseph BALZAN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1970 
DEPARTED: March 1971 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Joe was called up for National Service in mid 1969.  He completed his 

recruit training at Puckapunyal and his Corps training at Bonegilla.  After 
Corps training Joe was posted to Broadmeadows in Melbourne where he 
remained until he was posted to Vietnam. 

In March 1970, he left Australia by Qantas charter to take up his 
posting to 1 OFP at Nui Dat.  Joe worked mainly in Stores Distribution, as a 
private, during his time in SVN.  On three occasions he was required to go out 
to a fire support bases.  His main duty was to look after the water bladder and 
the water jerry cans.  Joe was also involved with the relocation of the unit‟s 
camp some 50 metres up the road, only to return to their original camp site a 
couple of months later.  He completed his tour of duty in March 1971 and 
returned to Australia by Qantas charter.  On arrival back in Australia Joe went 
on leave until his discharge, after completing his two years National Service 
commitment. 

After he was discharged, Joe returned to his old job as a fitter.  He got 
married and had two daughters.  He divorced after eighteen years of marriage.  
Joe is still working and hopes to retire in about 2007 when he turns sixty. 

 
MEMORIES 

“I was at a Fire Support Base and early one morning I missed the 
„stand to‟ call. A sergeant doing his rounds found me still asleep and was not 
very pleased with me.  He informed me that I was in big trouble and that I had 
to report to him at 1600 hrs, as there was a good chance that I could be Court 
Martialled.  I spent the whole day avoiding this Sergeant and was lucky 
enough to return to Nui Dat before 1600 hrs that day.  Never heard a thing 
about it after that. 

On another occasion I was on picket duty on the perimeter wire and 
we heard a rustling noise out in the distance. We rang it in to HQ and were 
told to monitor the situation and they would check to see if any patrols were 
out in that area.  After a little while the noise was still going on and we hadn‟t 
heard anything from HQ.  So we got onto them again.  We were told to use 
our initiative if the situation did not improve.  Things did not improve and the 
noise was still going on, so we sent up a flare.  Unfortunately the flare hit a 
tree, bounced back towards our position and then started a bush fire.  
Meanwhile pigs, which had been rooting around for nuts, scattered in all 
directions.  If Charlie had been out there he certainly would have had a good 
laugh at our expense.” 
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NAME: Darryl Wayne BENNALLACK 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  July 1968 
DEPARTED:  June 1969 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Darryl was called-up for National Service on 12 July 1967.  He was a 4 
CAD when he received his posting to Vietnam.   After a trip over on a Qantas 
charter, he arrived in Vietnam in July 1968. 

Darryl was posted as a Storeman Tech.  On arrival he spent a brief 
period on kitchen duties before he became involved in his main duties as a 
storeman in the clothing and general stores.  As well as his normal duties, 
Darryl was involved with four TFMA Patrols, operating the Bath Unit at Fire 
Support Base „Cedar‟, a two week stay at Long Binh as part of an operation, 
Base perimeter pickets at night on SAS Hill the Battalion and Artillery lines.  
He spent his R & R in Saigon and R & C in Vung Tau.  Darryl‟s tour ended in 
June 1969 and he returned home on a Qantas charter. 

Soon after Darryl returned from Vietnam he was discharged from his 
National Service obligations in July 1969 and returned to his job with the Myer 
Department Store in Bendigo, Vic.  He eventually retired at the end of August 
2004 just in time to celebrate the arrival of his first grandchild, a 
granddaughter.  He enjoys the occasional game of golf and is currently doing 
some renovations on his home. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember the great comradeship that developed amongst the guys 
where we all supported each other. 

Seeing some of the country‟s traditional and cultural sights whilst 
travelling through villages and around Vung Tau etc, will always remain with 
me. 

I also remember that duties associated with the TFMA were a different 
experience to working in the OFP.” 
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NAME: Denis Alfred BLAKEY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  27 August 1970 
DEPARTED:  26 August 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Denis was called-up for National Service on 1 October 1969.  He was 
at 1 AOD Bandiana when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in 
Vietnam on 27 August 1970 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Denis was posted as a Private Clerk and worked in the Internal 
Checking section.  He was promoted to Lance Corporal during his tour.  As 
well as his normal duties, he was involved in monitoring the radio/switch board 
in the CP as well as duty in the bunker and on the perimeter wire.  A stint as 
Radio operator by night meant that he got to sleep with the ‟25 set‟ next to his 
bed waiting for the occasional „stand to‟ siren.  In March 1971 he was part of 
the unit that withdrew to Vung Tau to set up the stock holdings to cover the 
Task Force during the withdrawal from Vietnam.  This included night shift in 
the 2AOD office to work out stock usage/needs.  Denis regularly travelled 
back to Nui Dat, on Wallaby airlines, to check records.  He felt that this was 
more adventurous than driving.   

His tour ended in August 1971 and Denis returned to Australia and 
was discharged from National Service soon after.  He returned to his public 
service job with the Department of the Army at 1 BOD Gaythorne.  During his 
career he worked with other Commonwealth Government Departments such 
as the Receiver in Bankruptcy and the Dept of Health and Aging. 

Denis retired in January 2004.  He lives with his wife Jenny, in 
Brisbane.  They have two daughters and two grandsons.  At the present time, 
Denis considers themselves to be apprentice „grey nomads‟. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“I remember tying our folding chairs to star pickets and guarding them, 
so that we could get a front row seat at Luscombe Bowl for a concert party 
with „round eye‟ girls, that included Lorrae Desmond. 

Christmas Night 1970 was not the best for the TFMA.  After a day of 
very little work and lots of celebrating, there was shooting and a Private from 
the Air Despatch unit shot up the Sergeant‟s Mess resulting in deaths and 
woundings. 

I remember being in a work party at Nui Dat to demolish some of the 
old 5 Transport Company lines after they withdrew to Vung Tau.  We pulled 
down the tents and sandbag walls and burnt the rest.  There was a lot of 
ammunition under some of the floorboards that exploded, but thankfully it 
missed all of us.” 
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NAME: Douglas Bruce BLATCH 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  8 January 1968 
DEPARTED:  14 January 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Doug was called-up for National Service on 19 April 1967.  He was at 2 BOD 

when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Saigon on 8 January 1968 and the next 
day he was flown to Vung Tau.  From here he was picked up by road transport for the trip 
to Nui Dat.  Despite being unarmed (they had an armed escort though) and being held up 
by a contact near Hoa Long village (three VC killed), he arrived safely in Nui Dat in one 
piece.  This was the sort of introduction to the Vietnam War that he didn‟t need. 

Doug‟s initial posting was a Private Storeman working as a forklift driver in Stores 
Distribution.  After being in country for about three months it was discovered that Doug was 
not being paid his „In Country‟ allowance.  Unbeknown to him he was in the wrong place.  
His posting had been stuffed up as he was supposed to be at 2 AOD in Vung Tau.  This 
was soon rectified and Doug found himself in Vung Tau.  Soon after, in a moment of 
alcoholic weakness, he put in for a transfer back to the OFP at Nui Dat.  Doug‟s wish was 
granted and on the 6 May 1968 he was posted back to the OFP.  Very soon afterwards he 
found himself at FSB Coral, where he had to endure several enemy attacks on the base, 
until it was disbanded in early June 1968. 

Doug was promoted to Lance Corporal on 8 June 1968 and to Corporal on 7 July 
1968.  As well as his storeman duties, Doug also scored some pickets on the Yank and 
Kiwi Artillery unit‟s wire, an escort to Saigon for an MPC change over, a three week 
detachment to 1 Field Sqn workshops and another detachment to a Fire Support Base.  
On 28 December 1968, he signed up for the ARA and returned home on 14 January 1969.  
On returning to Australia, he continued on in the Army spending the bulk of his time in 
various RAEME workshops.  Doug took his discharge on 5 August 1988, after more than 
twenty years service.  This was followed by three years in the Army Reserve. 

Doug is now retired and lives with his partner Pam on the family farm at 
Mittagong, NSW.  He has two children, Shane and Sheridan, from his first marriage.  They 
have provided him with a grandson and two granddaughters.  His hobby is collecting 
firearms.  In his spare time Doug enjoys fishing, travelling and working on the farm. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I remember arriving back at Nui Dat, after Coral, and the first person I ran into 

was Capt Mike Clark.  He said to me “You‟re incorrectly dressed soldier.”  I looked at him 
and said, “What do you mean, Sir?”  He said, “You are now an NCO and you will have your 
stripe on by tomorrow morning‟s parade and have a clean set of greens, as you are going 
to be the page boy to the Prime Minister‟s wife.”  This involved putting some steps at the 
back of the Landover so that the PM (John Gorton) and his wife could exit the vehicle. 

The good times I remember were when I went on R & R and R & C leave; the trips 
to Vung Tau to the Badcoe Club; when the entertainers came over and the concerts at the 
Luscombe Bowl; the happy hours behind the HQ Building and getting drunk with the Kiwi 
Whiskey Company guys. 

I remember one occasion when four of us „borrowed‟ a Landover to go to Vung 
Tau to get a load of grog from the American Airbase, because the OC of the TFMA, Major 
Christopherson, put us on the dry for a fortnight for lobbing rocks on the Officers Mess.  
The sad part was that we were not responsible for this incident.” 



 87 

NAME: Stanley William (Stan) BOLDISTON 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: 4 December 1967 
DEPARTED: 10 December 1968 
 

 
 
PROFILE 
 

Stan originally joined the Australian Army in 1941 and served as a 
Trooper with 2/4 Australian Commando Squadron in Timor, Borneo and New 
Guinea during World War Two.  He was discharged in April 1946.  After a 
period of civilian life, Stan then joined the ARA in 1955.  Between 1961 and 
1963 he was attached to the 16th Army Light Aircraft Squadron which was a 
RAAF unit located at Amberley Base.  This unit eventually became the Army‟s 
Aviation Squadron 

Stan was at 1 OFP, Holsworthy when he was posted to SVN.  He 
arrived there, by Qantas charter flight, in December 1967 as part of the build 
up of the OFP to a full unit. 

He was a Staff Sergeant and was in charge of the Q Store.  During his 
time there Stan did a trip on a US Navy patrol boat with Peter Hogan (25 
Supply Platoon RAASC).  In May 1968 he was also part of the TFMA 
detachment at FSB “Coral” when it was attacked by the North Vietnamese 
Army. 

Stan‟s tour ended in December 1968 and he returned to Australia by 
American Airlines.  He remained in the Army until he was discharged in 1978.  
At the time of his discharge, Stan was a WO2 at the Army Staff College.  After 
his discharge, he worked in the YMCA Queenscliff Vic for a while until he 
eventually retired. 

He now lives with his wife Betty in the bay side suburb of Cleveland in 
Brisbane and enjoys an occasional game of bowls, both indoor and lawn. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember that we had a good volley ball team during my time over 
there.  We beat the Kiwis, Battalion teams and the American Artillery team. 

Time is catching up with me and it‟s difficult to remember the names of 
all of those who were with me over there.  I do remember though Sergeants 
Stan Hall, Wally Hush and Peter Finch and 2Lt. Monty Brown.” 
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NAME: Hank John BOTCHER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  25 May 1971 
DEPARTED:  12 February 1972 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Hank joined the Australian Regular Army in 1966.  He was serving with 

4 BOD in Adelaide when he got his posting to Vietnam as the Sergeant in 
charge of Stores Distribution.  He arrived at Nui Dat in May 1971. 

When Hank arrived, the withdrawal of Australian Forces from Vietnam 
had been announced.  Part of the unit had relocated to Vung Tau and a 
Detachment remained in Nui Dat.  Hank was involved in the final withdrawal of 
the detachment from Nui Dat.  He left Nui Dat in October 1971, along with the 
remainder of the Task Force, and relocated to Vung Tau to join up with the 
rest of the unit.  By February 1972 the last units were leaving Vietnam and 
Hank found himself on a RAAF C130 bound for Australia. 

On returning to Australia, Hank was posted to 31 Supply Battalion, 
Bandiana.  After attending a RQMS Course he was posted to the Army 
Apprentices School, Balcombe, as a Staff Sergeant and was the CQMS of the 
Building Trade Wing.  Hank took his discharge in 1976. 

In civy street he got a job as a Catalogue Officer with ATA in Albury, 
where he remained until the company closed due to financial problems.  He 
then worked as a furniture sales representative before getting a job as a 
Purchasing Officer with Uncle Tobys.  In 1994 Hank retired following a heart 
attack.  Hank and his wife Louise have just completed a big trip touring 
Australia in their caravan.  They have raised two sons and one daughter and 
have three lovely grandchildren. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I was part of the last group to leave Nui Dat in October 1971.  I 
remember, as we pulled out of the front gate, that there were hundreds of 
Vietnamese in trucks, carts, bikes or anything with wheels, just waiting for us 
to finally leave the place.  I reckon that they would have stripped the place 
clean by the time we reached Baria.” 
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NAME: Willem BRAWN 
 
UNIT/S:   1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: May 1968 
DEPARTED: March 1969 
 
 
 
PROFILE 
 

Willem was called up for National Service training in September 1966.  He 
completed his recruit training at Kapooka.  Following Corps training at Bandiana, he 
was posted to Central Army Records Office (CARO), at Army HQ, Albert Park 
Barracks, Melbourne. 

Willem was posted to 1 OFP in May 1968 as the Orderly Room Corporal 
where he claims that he “carried my typewriter into battle”.  He served under OCs 
Capt. Clark and then his replacement Capt. Galt.  The OFP was part of the TFMA and 
Willem‟s memories of the OC TFMA ( a RAASC Major) were that he could not be 
classified as one of natures gentlemen, in fact he was an „insufferable pr--k!‟  He went 
to Hong Kong for R & R in February 1969 and after five days returned to SVN to 
recuperate.  Willem had extended his National Service commitment by six months to 
complete his tour of duty in SVN.  In March 1969 he returned to Australia and was 
discharged at Watsonia Barracks at the end of March 1969, after completing two and 
half years Nasho. 

Following his discharge, Willem returned to the National Bank in Adelaide 
where he was working prior to his call-up.  He left the National Bank and then worked 
for a Finance Company (Adelaide) followed by six years in Transport (Adelaide & 
Darwin) and then nine years at the Steelworks in Whyalla.  He took a retirement 
package in April 1997. 

Willem is now retired and receives a DVA pension.  He has no wife to nag him 
and spends two to three days a week as a Volunteer worker for St. Vincent De Paul 
Society.  He loves a jar or three of the amber fluid and has become a full time slave to 
two cats.  His hobbies include beer drinking, reading and correspondence, mainly to 
friends and relatives in England, and a penfriend of nearly fifty years who used to live 
in Greenland but now lives in Hamburg, Germany. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“I was working away in the orderly room one day.  An officer arrived back from 
a swannie somewhere and he had an Armalite he had souvenired.  Just to 
demonstrate his expertise, he fired a round thru the roof in the doorway.  Assuring us 
it was impossible, because the safety was on, he showed it was no fluke by 
discharging it again!  Needless to say, in the tin shed, the noise was incredible.  No 
names – no pack drill – but everyone in the orderly and control rooms had brown 
jocks!  Naturally as an officer, he received only a reprimand on his A4.  Anyone else 
would have enjoyed the company of the MPs in Vung Tau. 

Our four man tent („House of the Rising Sun‟) was within staggering distance 
of the „Red Rooster Saloon‟ (wet mess).  Many an enjoyable evening was spent there, 
despite the occasional shortage of real beer and we were down to Tooheys or 
(shudder) Cascade, or similar goat‟s piss.” 
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NAME: Terence John (Dasher) BUCHANAN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  8 July 1968 
DEPARTED:  11 June 1969 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Terry was called-up for National Service in July 1967.  He was at 2 
BOD in Sydney when he received his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in 
Vietnam on 8 July 1968 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Terry served as a Private Storeman Tech in Stores Distribution.  He 
also spent some time with the Bath Unit at Fire Support Bases.  One FSB he 
remembers being at was FSB Capital.  During his tour Terry also was involved 
in about five TFMA patrols.  His tour ended on 11 June 1969 and he returned 
to Australia on a Qantas charter flight. 

Soon after his return, Terry was discharged from National Service and 
returned to his previous job as a storeman with a wholesale grocery business.  
This lasted about three months before he had a disagreement with his boss 
and decided to job him and leave.  He then got a job working for Coca-Cola in 
their warehouse.  This job lasted until 1991 when Terry had to retire through ill 
health and was granted the TPI pension. 

Terry lives in Mount Nelson, Tasmania.  He has two grown up sons.  
His hobby is wood turning and he also teaches yoga.  Some of his pupils are 
Vietnam Vets and Terry feels that yoga helps them with their PTSD. 

 
MEMORIES 

 

“I remember being out on a TFMA patrol.  Eddie Westburgh, a RAASC 
bloke was situated in about the middle section of the patrol.  All of a sudden 
Eddie went flying up in the air and crashed down to earth.  I rushed over to 
where Eddie was not knowing what exactly had happened but preparing for 
the worst.  As I got near him Eddie shouted out “Don‟t Shoot!  Don‟t Shoot!”  
Fortunately for us the cause of Eddie‟s little escapade was not a VC but a wild 
pig that happened to take a shine to Eddie. 

Another patrol I will always remember involved an Army Reserve 
Lieutenant who fancied himself as a radio operator.  We had come to a halt 
and it had turned dark.  We could see this Lieutenant fiddling around with the 
radio and he had a torch on, which was not a smart thing to do in the middle of 
tiger country.  The end result of all this was that he managed to lose our radio 
band frequency and we were unable to contact anyone whatsoever.  As a 
result of this we were on alert all night long, and to make matters worse we 
could hear movement all around us.  The powers to be were concerned about 
our safety as we had not been able to report in at all.  The next morning a 
search helicopter found us and we returned safely to base, much to our relief.” 
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NAME: Alan Richard BURKHILL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   4 November 1969 
DEPARTED:   29 October 1970 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Alan was brought up on a dairy farm in Northern Victoria and initially thought that 
his future was on the land.  However, circumstances on the land were such that, in 1958, 
Alan considered a more secure career path would be in joining the Army.  After recruit 
training he was allocated to the Royal Australian Infantry Corps and served as a private 
soldier for the next five years.  The majority of this time was spent with 2 RAR and included 
a two year tour on active service on the Malayan/Thailand border. 

Alan was selected for training at the Officer Cadet School, Portsea and graduated 
as a 2

nd
 Lieutenant, in RAAOC, in 1964.  This followed postings to the Bandiana/Bonegilla 

area where he served in a number of positions over the next four years, including the 
Corps Training Wing of the RAAOC Centre.  Following a posting as a Staff Captain on the 
headquarters staff of HQ PNG Command in Port Moresby, Alan was warned for duty as 
Officer Commanding 1 OFP at Nui Dat.  He was posted to Melbourne from where he was 
detached to various OFPs within Australia to gain experience in procedures and 
operations.  This also included attending JTC Canungra for a BE course.  He arrived in 
Saigon on 4 November 1969, on a commercial aircraft, and was whisked of to HQ 
Australian Forces Vietnam for a briefing prior to boarding the „Wallaby Flight‟ to Nui Dat the 
next day.  Alan‟s tour as the Unit‟s OC was not dull.  He was responsible for the 
introduction of many initiatives during his time, some of which are covered in more detail in 
the Unit History chapter of this book. 

His tour ended on 29 October 1970 but he very nearly did not make it back to 
Australia.  On his last night, just after he had settled down for the night in his tent, all hell 
broke loose.  A rubber tree came down and was resting just above him, supported by the 
blast wall which surrounded the tent but pinning him to his bed.  Apart from a few 
superficial scratches, he was unharmed.  Needless to say he didn‟t get anymore sleep that 
night and was on the plane home first thing in the morning. 

Alan took his discharge from the Army in 1982, after twenty-five years service, 
and followed a new career path in Security and Sports Administration.  This career path 
placed him as the Manager of the State Sports Centre at Homebush in Sydney; Manager 
of Security, Protocol and Ceremonial at the University of New England in Armidale: 
Postmaster at the Post Office in Lake Cathie (just south of Port Macquarie) and finally as 
Security Manager at the IBM Assembly Plant in Wangaratta, Victoria.  Alan is now happily 
retired and lives with his wife, Bea, in Violet Town, Victoria. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I was extremely lucky that the diggers who made up the „Park‟ were, to my mind, some of 
the best available.  I had not been there long when I received a signal from HQ Aust 
Forces to say that a WO Bill Murray had been warned for duty with the unit in SVN and 
that he was not really considered suitable.  Bill and I had worked together in Bandiana and 
apart from developing a very good working relationship, we were also good friends.  I 
signalled back that, regardless of any reports, I wanted Bill at 1 OFP!!!  That was a 
decision that I never regretted as Bill became a huge „mainstay‟ during my tour of duty and 
offered very sound advice when I needed it most.” 
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NAME: Colin Franklin BURROWES 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  20 January 1970 
DEPARTED:  14 January 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Col joined the ARA on 23 August 1967.  He was initially assigned to 
Infantry and posted to 9 RAR.  In August 1968 he changed to Ordnance Corps 
and was trained as a Vehicle Storeman.  Col was stationed at 1 BOD in 
Brisbane when he got his posting to Vietnam.  After a slow flight over on a 
RAAF C130 Hercules, he arrived in Vietnam on 20 January 1970. 

Col was posted as a Private Vehicle Storeman and was later promoted 
to Lance Corporal during his tour.  He spent some time out at Fire Support 
Bases with the bath unit and was with 6 RAR at Peggy, 7 RAR at Discovery 
and 2 RAR at Tess.  He also didn‟t escape his share of TFMA patrols.  Col‟s 
tour ended on 14 January 1971 and he returned to Australia, this time on a 
Qantas charter flight. 

On returning home, Col was posted to 6 OFP at Enoggera, where he 
stayed until 1972, when he was posted to 5 Company Workshops, also at 
Enoggera.  In 1974 he was posted to 11 Supply Battalion where he stayed 
until he took his discharge in October 1976.  He was a Corporal at the time. 

After the Army, Col got a job with Telecom and worked in their 
workshop as a mechanic for ten years.  He then moved onto TNT where he 
worked as a driver for about ten years until he was retrenched.  After this, Col 
brought a truck and worked in the earth moving business for three years until 
he moved on to work for a timber yard.  In 2003, after operations on his leg, 
Col decided it was time to retire.  In retirement his hobbies are lawn bowls and 
fishing and he doesn‟t mind a cold one, and it doesn‟t have to be a hot day 
either. 

He lives with his wife Margaret on the Sunshine Coast and they have 
three grown up children and four grandchildren. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember one night, after a session at the boozer, waking up and 

feeling the call of nature.  As usual, I got up and ducked outside to our 
favourite rubber tree.  It was pitch black outside and I proceeded to relieve 
myself against the tree.  All of a sudden it moved and I realised that I had 
mistaken Phil Douglas for the tree.  You can image that I was not a popular 
bloke for awhile.” 
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NAME: Lawrence Francis (Laurie) BURT 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  5 May 1966 
DEPARTED:  8 May 1967 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Laurie was called-up in the very first intake for National Service in June 1965.  
Because it was the first intake, it was very newsworthy, and Laurie remembers being 
interviewed by Radio Station 2UW while demonstrators from „Save our Sons‟ were 
yelling in the background.  He was at 1 OFP, Moorebank when it was decided that a 
Detachment from the unit was going to Vietnam.  He was selected as part of the 
fourteen man detachment and was posted as a Private Storeman.  Laurie was later 
promoted during his tour to Lance Corporal. 

Laurie was on the first Qantas charter to leave Richmond Air Force Base on 4 
May 1966 bound for Vietnam.  They were required to be dressed in battle gear 
complete with rifle.  The Detachment set up camp in Vung Tau for a while before 
proceeding to the new Task Force Base at Nui Dat.  During the first few months in 
country Laurie and the rest of the Detachment were very busy digging many weapon 
pits and filling millions of sandbags, as well as undertaking his storeman duties when 
the convoys arrived. 

Things improved later into his tour and conditions became more comfortable.  
They even managed to get cold beer, R & R Leave and a concert party from back 
home.  Laurie‟s tour ended on 8 May 1967, but not before helping to set up another 
base for the new replacements. 

Soon after returning home he was discharged from National Service and 
returned to his civilian job as a public servant with the Department of Motor Transport 
in Sydney.  He remained with the Department until he was retrenched in June 1992.  
In March 1993 Laurie joined The Plumbers Supplies Co-operative Ltd as an office 
assistant and later became a sales representative, until September 2004.  Laurie is 
now retired and lives with his wife of thirty-five years, Robina, in Riverwood, NSW.  He 
manages to play a little golf, does some gardening and enjoys watching motor racing.  
Perhaps doing recruit training with Peter Brock had an influence on this past time. 

 

MEMORIES 
 
“During the year we spent in Vietnam there were too many memories to try 

and list them here.  There were good days and bad days.  There were fun days and 
sad days.  There were long days and daunting nights, but all in all I wouldn‟t change 
any of them.  Being a twenty year old and not a care in the world, my only regret is 
that I didn‟t write home enough to my family – parents do worry about their children as 
I have since found out. 

All the „blokes‟ were terrific and I still keep in contact with some of them, both 
locally and interstate.  These „mates‟ and their families have been a great part of my 
life over the past forty years.  And to think this all came about when my marble came 
out of the barrel – probably the only lottery I will ever win.” 
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NAME: John Stanley Harold BUTTIFANT 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: 21 May 1968 
DEPARTED: 28 May 1969 
 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

John joined the ARA on 17 August 1966.  Prior to his departure for 
SVN, he was stationed at 2 BOD, Moorebank, in Sydney.  He left Sydney on 
board a Qantas charter flight arriving in Vietnam on 21 May 1968. 

John‟s first job at 1 OFP was in the Q Store as a storeman.  This 
meant that he was responsible for doing the laundry run to Baria every week, 
which in his mind was a great perk.  During his time in SVN John was 
promoted to Lance Corporal.  He returned to Australia for R & R leave in 
November 1968.  Back in Nui Dat again, John was relocated to the Control 
Office where he stayed until he had completed his tour of duty on 28 May 
1969. 

On returning to Australia, he was posted to 10 OFP at Holsworthy until 
he took his discharge in August 1969.  John then returned to the metal trade 
as an engine reconditioner until he retired in 2000.  He now has plenty of time 
for the things he enjoys, fishing, camping and life in general. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“My most vivid memory was the day I arrived in Vietnam.  After landing 
at Saigon airport I then boarded a flight to Nui Dat with about twenty or so 
other guys.  After touch down, everyone filed out onto the airstrip and onto 
waiting transport.  Everyone, that is, except me.  I was left standing all alone 
for about fifteen minutes, shitting myself.  Then someone drove past and 
asked me where I was supposed to go and I told him 1 OFP.  He said get in 
and I‟ll drop you off.  I walked into the orderly room and they didn‟t even know 
I was arriving that day. 

I must confess that I was also one of those guys who fell hook, line 
and sinker for the old Hoa Long dance trick.” 
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NAME: Ronald Michael CAREY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  14 October 1970 
DEPARTED:  26 August 1971 
 
 
 
 

PROFILE 
 

Ron was called up for National Service training in October 1968.  He 
commenced recruit training at 3TB Singleton, however during his training he 
became ill was unable to complete his training at Singleton.  Instead he was 
sent to Kapooka to complete his training with the regular army intake. 

Following recruit training he was posted to the RAAOC Centre at 
Bonegilla where her undertook his Corps training.  On completion of the 
Storeman Tech course he was posted to 6 OFP in Brisbane.  On 2 October 
1969 he was promoted to Corporal. 

Ron extended his National Service commitment, which was due to end 
in October 1970, when a posting to 1 OFP in Vietnam was offered.  He left 
Australia on a Pan American charter flight for Vietnam that flew via Manila in 
the Philippines, to Saigon.  At Manila airport they had to change their uniform 
shirt for a civilian shirt to allow then to be transferred at the airport (politics at 
the time).  He arrived at Nui Dat on 14 October 1970. 

Ron‟s duties at 1 OFP were as a Storeman Tech.  He also ran the 
armoury.  He spent a month at the New Zealand Fire Support Base, Garth, 
operating the bath unit. He returned to Australia for his R & R Leave 

Ron completed his tour of duty and returned to Australia on 26 August 
1971 by Qantas Charter. Soon thereafter, on 1 October 1971, he was 
discharged from the Army having completed three years National Service 
instead of the normal two years. 

He returned to civilian life in the motor industry. 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My main memories of Vietnam are of the life long friendships I have 

made with many people. These will last forever.” 
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NAME: David Michael CHALKER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: July 1970 
DEPARTED: July 1971 

 

 
 

PROFILE 
Dave joined the ARA on 6 April 1964.  He was at 3 BOD Det, Seymour, Vic 

when he received his posting to SVN.  Dave flew over on Pan Am arriving at Nui Dat 
on 2 July 1970.  He was a Sergeant at this stage and during his tour he was in charge 
of MT Stores, Gen Stores, Self Service Store and most importantly the bloody beer 
ration of two cans, per man per day 

In between all of this Dave found time to run an SP Service for a while.  One 
day he took a wager on a 100/1 shot (each way).  It ran third but he only paid out at a 
quarter the odds of 33/1 which was what they did in those days.  He spent two weeks 
arguing with the guy only to find out that this guy was the runner for the Task Force 
Commander (Brigadier) and it was his bet.  Dave stood his ground and there were no 
repercussions.  He managed „swannies‟ to Vung Tau, Bien Hoa, Saigon and FSB 
Garth which broadened his experience considerably. 

Dave returned to Australia in July 1971, again by Pan Am.  He remained in 
the Army until April 1984 when he took his discharge after twenty years service.  He 
had a break then ran a small nursery business but nearly went broke.  He then moved 
on to be in charge of National Orders & Despatch for Seeley International (1985-87), 
State Manager – Uniflex Aust. (1987-90), Supervised Linfox (Castrol SA Distribution 
Account) in 1991, obtained a Disability Support Pension (1992-99) and then the TPI 
pension from 1999.  Dave married his beautiful wife Nina in 1967, they had two 
children and they are still together today.  Gardening, computing, short drives and 
reading fill in their days now. 

In 1988 Dave‟s miniature medals were taken by John Rowan, a member of  
the National Board of Directors of the Vietnam Veterans of America, „plaqued' and 
placed on permanent display in „a place of honour‟ at VVA National Headquarters in 
Washington, very near the Black Wall of Remembrance.  This was meant to depict the 
close ties between America and Australia during the Vietnam War.  The OFP is 
engraved on the plaque. 

 

MEMORIES 

“I have many memories of Vietnam.  Here are a dozen of them:- 
(1) The beer rations.     (2) Running the nightly movie film all over the ground because 
we all thought we could thread the projector and change reels in the dark. (3) The 
mozzies, wild cats, mongeese, scorpions, wasps and bird eating spiders.    (4) All 
those „swannies‟ and the lies we had to come up with to get them.    (5) The 
„Countdown Girl‟ – 365 to Zero.    (6) The currency change overs and how little time 
we had to convert.    (7) The concerts and live entertainment.    (8) How we all still 
managed to sleep amidst the nightly noise of artillery, gunfire and helicopter gunships 
– Who trained us to do that?     (9) „EBONY 37‟ – the phone number of the Padre.   
(10) Spending too much at the PX Store.   (11) Cheering up the guys who didn‟t get a 

letter from home.     (12) Etherised eggs.” 
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NAME:  Bruce Charles CHAPMAN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  December 1969  
DEPARTED: December 1970 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Bruce was called up for National Service on 29 January 1969 and 
completed his recruit training at 3TB Singleton.  Following Corp training at 
Bonegilla, he was posted to 3 OFP Townsville as a storeman.  Bruce 
remained in Townsville until his posting to 1 OFP in Vietnam. 

He arrived in Vietnam on 3 December 1969 by Qantas 707 charter. 
The plane happened to be called “City of Townsville”.  Bruce was allocated to 
Gen Stores and served firstly with S/Sgt Chris Cassidy and then Sgt Jim 
Tuttle, who were the store holders.  As well as his normal duties, Bruce served 
some of his time at the following Fire Support Bases – Peggy (Dec 1969), Le 
Loi (June/July 1970) and Kylie (Aug 1970). 

In April 1970 he spent about a week at Long Son Island as a member 
of a TFMA patrol platoon.  They were involved in the protection of some 
Engineers and civilians engaged in construction of a pipeline.  They were also 
required for the defence of their platoon base, recce patrols, fighting patrols 
and securing LPs.  It was during this time on Long Son Island that his platoon 
came into direct contact with the enemy and were fired upon. 

Bruce went to Hong Kong for his R & R Leave in August 1970.  His 
tour of duty ended on 3 December 1970, twelve months to the day he arrived 
in SVN. Bruce returned to Australia by Qantas charter.  He was discharged on 
28 January 1971 following the completion of his National Service commitment. 

On returning to civilian life once again, Bruce resumed his previous 
occupation as a compositor with the local newspaper “The Liverpool Leader”.  
In 1975 he toured Europe for six months and on return to Australia started 
work with Australia Post as a driver in the Redfern Transport Depot.  In 1979 
he had another trip to Europe and also got married.  Bruce has had two trips 
back to Vietnam in 1998 and 2001.  He is still working with Australia Post at 
Minto in Sydney. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“The main memories I have of Vietnam occurred while I was away 
from the base at Nui Dat.  When I was at FSB Peggy (25 Dec 1969) we could 
hear Christmas carols being played from a plane as it flew overhead on 
Christmas night.  In April 1970, while at Long Son Island protecting Engineers 
laying pipes, we ended up on the wrong end of an RPG attack.” 



 98 

NAME: Michael Cecil CLARK 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   11 December 1967 
DEPARTED:   10 November 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Mike attended the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst and was 

commissioned as an officer in the British Army on 17 September 1960.  He 
enlisted in the ARA on 4 June 1964 and was commissioned as a Lieutenant, 
following the transfer of his British commission.  Mike‟s first appointment was 
as the Adjutant of 1 COD, Bandiana. 

He was a Captain, and the OC of 1 OFP at Holdsworthy, when it was 
announced that the Detachment of 6 OFP at Nui Dat would be upgraded to a 
full unit and would then be known as 1 OFP.  As the current OC of 1 OFP in 
Australia, Mike was posted to Vietnam in December 1967 to prepare the way 
for the rest of the unit which was due to arrive during January 1968. 

Mike‟s role, as OC, was to ensure that the logistic support of the Task 
Force was carried out to maximum effect.  His most important role however, 
was to look after the welfare of his men.  In addition to these duties he was 
also involved in liaison with the US Army in Long Binh on Fire Support 
logistics; spent time in Blackhorse preparing for the deployment to FSB Coral; 
defence planning at Nui Dat for the TET Offensive of 1968 and constantly 
dealing with a very prickly Commander of the TFMA. 

Mike returned to Australia in November 1968.  He was posted to 4 
CAD in Albury in 1969 and then moved to Canungra for five years as the Chief 
Instructor of the Administration Wing.  He attended the Staff College in 1975 
and in 1978 was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.  In 1984 he took his 
discharge after twenty years service. 

Mike is still working.  He runs his own consultancy business, Logistics 
Resolved in Victoria.  He does a lot of work across the Asia region for USA 
Companies, such as UPS.  This means that Mike spends twelve weeks a year 
in places like India, China, Korea and Japan.  In his spare time he enjoys golf, 
gardening and spending time with his seven grandchildren.  He lives with his 
wife Della, in Heathmont, Vic, and they both love travelling. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“Some of the pleasant memories I have are of the Christmas concert 

party; five days R & C leave in Vung Tau and the five day R & R leave in 
Singapore.” 
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NAME: Norman (Norm) CLARKE 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  5 May 1966 
DEPARTED:  6 September 1966 
 
 
 
PROFILE 
 

Norm's military service started in the CMF in 2 HAA (city of Geelong 
Regiment) RAA on 9 February 1952, then in 1955 to 8/13 VMR where he was 
commissioned 2 Lt RAAC on 27 March 1957.  After joining ARA RAAOC on 
31 May 1965 he was detached for 6 weeks to 1 PIR (PNG) in November for a 
Recce Patrol in the western district of Papua.  Norm was a lieutenant serving 
with 1 OFP (formally 1 Div Ord Coy) when he received his posting to Vietnam 
as the OC of a Detachment from 1 OFP.  This detachment was part of the 1st 
Australian Task Force (1 ATF) which was sent to Vietnam to operate out of a 
base at Nui Dat in Phuoc Tuy province. 

After a flight over on a Qantas charter, Norm arrived in Saigon about 
midday on 5 May 1966.  The next leg to Vung Tau was on a USAF C123 
which leaked like a sieve.  The monsoon season had arrived.  Norm and his 
men spent about six weeks in Vung Tau preparing, before moving to Nui Dat 
where they set up camp on SAS Hill.  The hard work then commenced in 
getting the unit established.  Unfortunately, in August 1966 Norm was 
seriously burnt in an accident during land clearing activities within the OFP 
which resulted in him being Medivaced to Australia. 

Back in Australia Norm continued his career in the Army with various 
postings in Brisbane, Amberley, Bandiana and in Darwin where he managed 
to survive Cyclone Tracy. He retired from the Army just short of 30 years of 
service in November 1981. 

Following retirement from the Army, Norm joined Brisbane Legacy, first 
as the Administrator (Executive Officer) and then, until today, as a Pensions 
Advocate.  He is the Convenor of the Pensions Committee and Personnel and 
Membership, a member of the Board of Management and represents the 
Queensland Legacy Clubs at National Pensions forums. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“I have some good memories of Vietnam.  I was glad to vacate the 

sand at Vung Tau for the bush at Nui Dat.  Unfortunately I was injured at Nui 
Dat on 4 August 1966 doing something which officers are not supposed to do 
(i.e. work!!) - there were only four of us left at Nui Dat at the time; DADOS 
ALSG had confiscated all of my men, but three, to assist in sorting out the 
mess which was dumped on the poor blokes at 2 Comp Ord Coy., Vung Tau 
and we (at Nui Dat) still had units of the Task Force to service.” 
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NAME: Graeme Harold CLOUGH 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  17 September 1968 
DEPARTED:  17 September 1969 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Graeme joined the ARA in 1966.  He was serving with the AOD at 

Wodonga when he got his posting to Vietnam.  Graeme arrived at the OFP in 
September 1968 after a flight over on a Qantas charter flight. 

He was posted as a Private Storeman and remained so during his time 
with the unit.  When not carrying out his Storeman duties, Graeme was also 
required to be part of TFMA patrols and spent some time with the bath unit out 
at Fire Support Bases.  His tour ended in September 1969 and he returned 
home on a Qantas charter. 

On his return, Graeme stayed on in the Army for another three years, 
two of these were a posting to Singapore, before taking his discharge after six 
years in the Army.  After the Army, Graeme had various jobs from railway 
signal man to his last job for twenty-six years at a car component company.  
He was made redundant in 2004 and now occupies his time doing volunteer 
work and gardening.  Graeme and his wife Carol live in Neilborough, in 
country Victoria, and they both follow the Brisbane Lions in AFL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“The good thing I remember about my time in Vietnam was that I met a 

lot of good people there. 
One of the things that worried me the most was that I was scared of 

shooting women or kids while I was out on patrol. 
I recall a USAF Phantom Jet which quite often did victory rolls over the 

Nui Dat Base.  It used to come down towards the airstrip with its wheels down 
making out it was landing.  Blokes who were doing maintenance on the strip 
had to scatter thinking they were going to get collected.  They were not 
impressed.” 
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NAME: Brian Gilbert (Tom) COLLINS 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP  
 
ARRIVED:  20 February 1970 
DEPARTED:  4 March 1971 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 

 
Tom joined the ARA in June 1968.  Before Vietnam he worked in an 

Ammo Dump near Albury, and then spent time at stores in Kensington, 
Melbourne.  From there he received his posting to Vietnam. He started his tour 
in February 1970 and was posted as a Corporal Storeman. 

Tom has difficulty in recalling what his duties really were.  Within a 
week he seemed to be involved in protection (so call) patrols.  Three months 
into his tour he was offered the job as the OR's canteen manager, which he 
accepted, as it entailed one hour at lunch time and three hours in the evening.  
Everybody wanted that job!  Tom probably spent about nine months travelled 
throughout Vietnam, riding 'shot gun' for the truckies. However, he never really 
got away from sitting on the wire. 

Tom returned to Australia in March 1971.  He stayed in the Army until 
he took his discharge in 1971.  After Vietnam he was restless and took to 
surfing and moved around constantly.  Tom then moved into surf photography, 
and rubbish tips (as a salvage operator). He did deal, however, in antiques 
and collectables; mainly throughout Asia and England for 20 years.  He retired 
through ill health in 1990 and is now a DVA sponsored retiree. 

Tom has always had a passion for books (old and rare), small unusual 
collectables and he enjoys gambling with items on e-bay.  Tom coached 
football for ten years with an army attitude.  A year never passes without him 
having a night out with the team.  He lives with the love of his life, his wife 
Patti, on five acres at Karridale, WA.  They have raised two magic sons, Tom 
and Luke. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember Christmas Day 1970 and the tragic shooting of our own.  

The name 'POGO' - we did carry guns, we did see the war, .and the Black 
Market ( it's not the time North and South).  I really think, the people, the team, 
the boys became men and I will never forget the comradeship.” 
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NAME: Geoffrey David CONWAY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  14 May 1970 
DEPARTED:  19 May 1971 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Geoff was called-up for National Service on 9 July 1969.  He was 
stationed at 1 AOD when he received word of his posting to Vietnam.  He 
arrived in Vietnam on 14 May 1970 after a flight over on a Qantas Charter. 

Geoff was a Private Storeman and his main duties were as a forklift 
operator working in Stores Distribution.  Sgt Jack Chambers was in charge of 
the section at the time of Geoff‟s arrival and then Paul Malherbe replaced 
Jack.  Geoff did a few stints as shotgun but mainly served in Fire Support 
Bases such as Gail, Cook, Alice and Feathers.  His tour ended on 19 May 
1971 and he returned to Australia on a Qantas charter flight. 

Geoff‟s two years of National Service ended on 8 July 1971 and he 
was back out in civy street again.  He married his wife Cheryl, eleven months 
later.  Geoff went truck driving for twelve months after he got out of the Army 
and then he got into abattoir maintenance / engineering.  Unfortunately he was 
forced to retire abruptly in 1993 due to a work accident which left him blind. 

In retirement he loves to mess around in his vegie patch or help the 
kids with farm work.  He lives with his wife Cheryl in North Wagga Wagga.  
Geoff is a regular participant in the OFP reunions.  He‟s always easy to find; 
he‟s the guy attached to the faithful guide dog. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“The good memories were playing 500 with unit mates; Dhu, Balzan, 
Carey etc.  Generally stuffing around, for example; sending slides home to my 
girlfriend pretending to be shot, with rotten tomato sauce all over me. 

The bad memories were of the three Sergeants who were shot on 
Christmas Day 1970.  Not knowing where the firing was coming from, but 
knowing it was too close.” 
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NAME: Nicholas Hayward COOPER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  July 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 

 

Nick was called up for National Service on 3 July 1970.  He was 
serving with 1 AOD when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He was posted as a 
Corporal Clerk and after a flight over with Qantas, arrived at the Detachment 
at Nui Dat in July 1971. 

The withdrawal of Australian Forces from Vietnam had been 
announced and Nick found himself involved with the withdrawal of the OFP 
from Nui Dat to Vung Tau, and eventual return to Australia.  A short while after 
arriving in Nui Dat, Nick moved with the OFP Detachment to Vung Tau to join 
up with the rest of the unit there.  He remained with the unit until February 
1972, when it returned to Australia.  He flew home, this time on a RAAF C130 
Hercules. 

After being discharged from his National Service obligations, he 
returned to his civilian job with the Commonwealth Bank in Wodonga for six 
months.  Nick then got married and he and his wife moved to Mount Isa in 
Queensland, where he worked as a clerk in a road construction company for a 
while.  He is now the office manager for a Christian school in Wodonga and 
also one of the leaders in a new community church. 

He lives with his wife Lois in Yackandandah in Victoria.  They have 
raised two children and are the proud grandparents of six wonderful 
grandchildren.  In his spare time Nick enjoys restoring and making furniture. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

None 
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NAME: Henry James (Harry) COUPER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED::  6 December 1966 
DEPARTED: 14 December 1967 

 

 

 
PROFILE 

 
Harry was called-up for National Service in February 1966.  He was at 

1 COD, Bandiana when he was posted to 1 OFP (Det).  After a flight over on a 
Qantas charter, Harry arrived at Nui Dat on 6 December 1966. 

Harry was posted as a Private clerk and worked in the Control Office.  
The unit had been in Vietnam since May 1966 and Harry was a new kid on the 
block.  As well as his normal duties, he did his share of perimeter pickets and 
also was involved in the relocation of a Vietnamese village.  When 6 OFP 
(Det) arrived in May 1967, Harry stayed on and completed his tour on 14 
December 1967. 

He completed his National Service in February 1968.  Back in civy 
street, Harry undertook and completed an Associate Diploma in Surveying 
(1968-71). In 1974 he went to Darwin and worked for seven years with the 
Department of Civil Aviation as an Airport Inspector responsible for the safety 
and engineering aspects at all aerodromes.  He was in Darwin immediately 
after cyclone “Tracey”.  He then worked for the DCA.  1981-82 saw him in 
Alice Springs and between 1982 and 1994 in Adelaide where his position was 
made redundant.  Harry is now semi retired and has his own business carrying 
out technical inspections at Woomera and Leigh Creek Aerodromes.  He also 
has a contractual arrangement with a licensed surveyor on Kangaroo Island.  
Harry‟s hobbies are mineral collecting and model making.  He lives in Port 
Adelaide  SA. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“My most vivid memory of Vietnam was staying on while others went 
home.  I went to 1 OFP (Det) on attachment and they went home around five 
months after I arrived.  I stayed on with 6 OFP (Det) and it seemed like after a 
very short time some of them were going home and I still stayed on.  Finally I 
got to go home by myself.  It was a very lonely and unpleasant experience. 

Other than that, I enjoyed the company of all of the OFP members.  I 
still have a couple of very good mates I made during Corps training.  One 
thing I really enjoyed was getting on the piss and having a good laugh and 
ripping blokes‟ clothes off.  This was started by 1 OFP (Det).” 
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NAME:  Colin Douglas (Crossey) CROSS 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  February 1968 
DEPARTED: December 1968 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
Crossey was already a married man when he was called up for National Service 

in February 1967.  He had previously been granted a six month deferment to complete 
some studies.  He undertook his recruit training a Puckapunyal.  During this time two 
significant events occurred in his life; he had his 21

st
 birthday and his wife Rosanne gave 

birth to their first baby.  Crossey completed his Corp training at Bonegilla where his wife 
and baby daughter, Tamara, joined him after six weeks. 

Following Corp training he was the posted to 1 BOD in Brisbane, pleased to think 
he had missed out on Vietnam as the previous detachment from Ordnance had come from 
that state.  Once again the luck of the draw was with him as he found that he had been 
posted to the OFP at Nui Dat.  In January 1968 he packed his young family off to Western 
Australia and then boarded the Vung Tau Ferry (HMAS “Sydney”) for a seventeen days 
cruise of the Pacific. 

Crossey and his mates arrived in Vung Tau the exact day the TET Offensive 
started.  Once again the luck of the draw was with him. After assaulting the beach at Vung 
Tau from the landing craft, they were choppered up to Nui Dat to join the OFP.  During his 
tour of duty, Crossey was promoted to Corporal as the Bulk Break Clerk.  In May 1968 he 
was at Fire Support Base Coral when it was attacked by the enemy, in what has become 
known as „The battle of Coral‟.  He returned to Australia for his R & R to visit his wife and 
baby.  Crossey completed his tour of duty in December 1968 and returned to Australia on 
a Qantas charter flight.  In February 1969 he completed his National Service commitment 
and following discharge he returned to his Public Service career.  His 24

th
 birthday was a 

lot happier as Rosanne presented him with a son, Todd on that day. 
As a Sergeant, Crossey did a further three years voluntary service training the 

CMF.  All memories of Vietnam were blotted out until the Welcome Home Parade in 
Sydney, where he renewed many friendships that continue to this day.  After accepting 
redundancy from his Public Service job, he completed a degree in Human Services.  In 
May 1998, exactly thirty years after the Battle of Coral, Crossey returned to this site with 
his wife. They visited Vung Tau, Nui Dat, Long Tan, Coral, Saigon and Hanoi. A few ghosts 
were put to rest following this visit.  Colin and Rosanne have now retired to the southern 
coastal beach of Mandurah (WA) where they live out retirement mixing with a large 
Vietnam Veteran community. 

 

MEMORIES 
“My main memories of my tour of Vietnam are of assaulting the beach at Vungers 

when we arrived on board the “Sydney” the day TET started.  We were told that Vung Tau 
had been taken and a very scared young man found himself aboard the landing craft 
waiting for the gate to drop and thinking we would be killed by enemy fire.  I hid under a 
bridge until the false alarm was called. I have since been reminded by a mate that we 
didn‟t have any ammo anyway.  I also remember the Battle of Coral, seeing Bob Hope, 
sneaking back into Sydney, returning to Vietnam and my good mates. In Nui Dat I shared a 
tent with Les Wilkinson, Bob Nicholson and Gary Evans. I managed to find the tent site 
when I returned to Vietnam in 1998.” 
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NAME: Philip John CUNNINGTON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  9 April 1969 
DEPARTED:  9 April 1970 

 
 
 

 
PROFILE 

 
Philip was called-up for National service on 17 July 1968.  He was 

serving at Enoggera in Brisbane when he received his posting to Vietnam.  
After a flight over on a Qantas charter he arrived in SVN on 9 April 1969 to 
take up his duties as a Storeman Tech.   When he arrived around 5.00 pm 
there was no one there to meet him and he had to hitch a ride to the OFP.  He 
was then told that he wasn‟t due until the next week. 

As well as his normal duties he was also required to ride shotgun on 
road convoys and patrol and picket duties.  Philip spent approximately eight 
and a half months at the OFP at Nui Dat before he was transferred to 2 AOD 
at Vung Tau where he worked with New Zealanders for the rest of his time in 
Vietnam 

Philip returned to Australia on 9 April 1970 and his remaining few 
months in the Army at the Ordnance Depot at Midland about 20 ks from Perth.  
Following discharge from his National Service obligations in July 1970, he 
returned to his former job at General Motors Holden, Mosman Park as a 
timekeeper / movements officer for about twelve months.  Philip then applied 
for and got a job at the Fremantle Port authority where he spent twenty-four 
years as a senior clerk. 

At the age of forty-seven, Philip suffered a slight stroke and was 
required to give up his job and retire through ill health.  He was successful in 
getting a TPI pension.  He now passes his time playing bowls with the local 
RSL Club, he collects stamps, bonsai and coins and is involved in his local 
Catholic Church activates. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I have many memories of my time in Vietnam.  When we were not on 
guard duties we went to the movies.  Most movies were the latest types.  One 
movie I remember was „The night of the living dead‟.  We had many 
entertainers come to the Nui Dat Bowl - Johnny O‟Keefe and many 
Americans.  I remember beer was 10c a can and smokes 15c a packet.  The 
PX shop in Vung Tau was a big shed that sold everything.  It was an 
experience being in Vietnam but it was good to come home safely.” 
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NAME: Michael Kent CURTIS 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  3 December 1967 
DEPARTED:  3 December 1968 
 

 

PROFILE 
Mike was called-up for National Service in January 1967 and completed his recruit 

training at Kapooka.  Following Corps training, he was posted to 1 OFP in Sydney.  As luck 
would have it, 1 OFP was destined to take over from 6 OFP (Det) and Mike found himself 
posted to Vietnam. 

Mike arrived in Nui Dat on 3 December 1967 after a flight over on a Qantas 
Charter.  Mike was posted as a Private Clerk and worked in the Control Office processing 
requisition orders etc.  It was not all clerical work though.  Two nights before the TET 
Offensive in January 1968, Mike found himself on a patrol with a section from 2 RAR which 
he will never forget.  He also undertook a weeks guard duty at the Canberra Hotel, Saigon 
and rode shotgun to Long Binh and Ben Hoa. 

Mike‟s tour ended in December 1968 and he returned to Australia on a Qantas 
charter. Following his discharge from National Service in January 1967, Mike returned to 
his career with the Commonwealth Public Service in Canberra where he worked in a 
number of Departments, including two years at Government House before transferring to 
the Film Censorship Section, Sydney in January 1974.  He transferred to the Family Court 
of Australia in mid 1976 where he occupied various positions until his promotion as 
Executive Officer, Federal Court of Australia in 1985.  In 1988 Mike transferred to the 
position of National Finance & Property Manager, Administrative Appeals Tribunal, 
Brisbane, where he remained until his retirement in 2000. 

Following his retirement, Mike spent two years travelling around Australia with his 
wife Jane.  Mike and Jane now live in their recently built house on the Sunshine Coast 
hinterland.  Mike spends his time playing lawn bowls, working out in the gym or running 
trivia nights at the Mapleton Bowls Club.  Mike has five children, namely, Cameron, Amber, 
Holly, Laura and Chloe. 
MEMORIES 

“In late January 1968 I went on my first patrol with 2 RAR.  After a smoko break I 
stupidly stood up first.  Next thing I know is that I am forward scout and somewhat later I 
am crossing a swinging bridge, just like Indiana Jones movies, but without a whip.  When I 
reminded the patrol commander that I was a clerk, he smiled.   That night we encountered 
what seemed to be hundreds of VC.  We laid low and they ignored us.  We soon realised 
why after returning to Nui Dat the next day. The first TET offensive started that night. 

I accompanied Cpl Elwyn Spencer and Sgt Peter Finch on a day trip to Vung Tau 
to collect supplies of men‟s toiletries from the USO Club.  We finished up staying at the 
R&C Centre that night with a truck laden with supplies and the rest is a story about boys 
being boys.  I was travelling in a jeep with three others when we accidentally knocked over 
a local teenage girl in a fierce storm.  We were soon facing scores of angry village locals 
armed with farming implements. They appeared blunt.  During the tense stand-off I recall 
bundling the now hysterical and obviously injured girl into the jeep and we took our 
unexpected and very unhappy guest to the Vung Tau hospital.  They fixed her injuries. 

I mainly shared a tent with Graeme ‟Stretch‟ Patzel and John „the batman‟ 
Redman.  John also acted as our batman.  We had to pay.  The tent was known as „The 
House of the Rising Sun‟ (“There is a house in New Orleans…”).  It was the local casino, 
SP betting shop and bar.  We had some „big‟ card games.  When time permitted, we 
kicked the footy „end to end‟ AFL style on the hard dirt road.  I enjoyed kicking longer and 
marking higher than Graeme Patzel and John Faram, sometimes.” 
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NAME: John DANBY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1970 
DEPARTED:  April 1971 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

John joined the ARA in May 1967.   He was stationed at 2 Comp Ord at 
Bandianna, which was attached to 1 BOD, when he received his posting to 
Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas charter, John arrived in Nui Dat in 
May 1970. 

John was posted as a Private Storeman Tech and worked in Gen Stores.  
He was also required to carry out other duties.   On a couple of occasions he 
was deployed to Fire Support Bases (Le Loi was one he can remember) to 
look after the water point.  He was also involved in the cleaning up of 7 RAR‟s 
vehicles prior to the Battalion‟s return to Australia.  The Battalion was not 
being replaced and its vehicles were being returned to Australia.  John‟s tour 
ended in April 1971 and he returned to Australia to continue his career in the 
Army. 

He was posted to 2 Base Workshops and remained there until 1973.  John 
then changed Corps and moved to the Armoured Corps where he served as a 
Crew Commander.  After fifteen years in Armoured Corps, he took his 
discharge.  He was a Corporal at the time.  In all, John had spent twenty-one 
years in the Army. 

In civy street, John got a job with Comalco as a Heat Treater Tool Maker 
and stayed with Comalco for seven years.  Following this, he returned to the 
Army, this time as a civilian employee where he remained for seven years until 
he retired. 

He lives with his wife Cheryl in Sydney.  They have three grown up 
children and six grandchildren.  They both enjoy travelling, rock n roll dancing 
and fishing when the opportunity presents itself. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My fondest memory I have of Vietnam was receiving the long awaited 

news of the arrival of my first baby (a girl).  I was out at a Fire Support Base 
and I didn‟t know I had Charmaine for two days.  Boy was I excited !!” 
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NAME: Lee DAVIDSON 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   September 1967 
DEPARTED:  September 1968 
 

 

PROFILE 
Lee joined the ARA in 1966.  Prior to his posting to Vietnam he was 

stationed at Watsonia.  He left Australia by Qantas charter and arrived at 6 
OFP (Det) in September 1967.  He was posted as a Storeman Tech. 

During his time in Vietnam Lee had many and varied jobs.  He worked 
briefly in Stores Distribution before joining the Bath Unit.  As well as his 
regular duties, he was involved in the building of huts for the local Vietnamese 
at the new resettlement village of Ap Suoi Nghe.  TAOR patrols and overnight 
ambushes with 2 RAR meant life was never dull for him.  During his tour Lee 
was promoted to Lance Corporal.  He completed his tour of duty in September 
1968 and returned to Australia by Qantas charter. 

On his return to Australia, Lee was posted to 1AOD for approximately 
four months before being posted to the Royal Military College, Duntroon as a 
Corporal Storeman.  His posting to Duntroon lasted for seven and a half years.  
During that time he was involved in many ceremonial parades associated with 
the handing over of credentials by newly arrived Ambassadors to Australia.  
After Duntroon, Lee was posted for about two and a half years to Tasmania.  
After that he spent his remaining years in the Army in non corps postings to 
Survey Corps and the Artillery.  In all, Lee completed twenty, mostly 
enjoyable, years in the Army. 

Lee is married to Lorraine and is now retired.  He is as active as ever 
and is kept busy in his garden of two and a half acres. 

 

MEMORIES 
“One of my most memorable moments was when myself, Bluey Stoker 

and Ken Rice were leaving Nui Dat for the first operation utilizing the mobile 
bath facility.  We helped load all the equipment onto an Iroquois chopper and 
couldn‟t fit a new 2.5KVA generator inside, so the Sergeant loadmaster slung 
it from the belly hook under the chopper.  When we were about 200 feet up a 
red light came on in the roof above us.  As it flashed, the co-pilot said „We‟re 
gonna lose it!‟  We looked out at the sling spinning down with the new 
generator and it landed in a clearing with a great puff of dust.  We kept going, 
as it was the spare.  The old one did a good job. 

The one memory overall is how well the troops of the OFP (troops 
meaning the other ranks) got on so well considering the unit had its fair share 
of National Servicemen who had been thrown into a nasty situation.  Their 
attitude was get in, get the job done and don‟t whinge.  I never saw a better 
group of young men during my twenty-year career and I had seven years at 
the Military College Duntroon.  They can be proud of their efforts.” 
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NAME: Alan Ronald DAVIS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  10 February 1969 
DEPARTED:  14 January 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Alan won the second National Service lottery but deferred his call up for 18 
months and was finally enlisted on 19 April 1967. He commenced recruit training at 
1RTB Puckapunyal before selection for officer training at Officer Training Unit, 
Scheyville. 

He graduated as a 2
nd

 Lieutenant into RAAOC and served with1BOD and 
6OFP before joining 1OFP, Nui Dat on 10 February 1969 as the 2IC.  He travelled to 
SVN by chartered aircraft with three others from 6OFP, Harry Stephens, Ray Jenkins 
and Keith Stolberg. He recalls that in Singapore they had to wear „civvies‟ so that no 
one knew they were Australian soldiers. 

Alan was in SVN until 14 January 1970, spending the first four months in the 
OFP where his main technical responsibility was the warehousing side, although that 
was well taken care of by WO2 Kev Reid and his team. So apart from the occasional 
burst his focus was on operations, defence, Task Force liaison and such like.  This 
was followed by a four month detachment to 2AOD, Vung Tau and the final months as 
a Task Force Liaison Officer in Bearcat with the Thai forces. 

On 4 May1970 he transferred to the ARA and served in a variety of postings 
(mainly as an Ammunition Technical Officer) through to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
until retirement on 19 April 1987.  In 1989 he joined the British Army on a short service 
commission for three and a half years as an ATO. 

Alan married Cindy in 1989 and between them they have six grown up 
children and five grandchildren.  After retiring in 2001 they moved from Perth to 
Denmark on the south coast of WA.  They thoroughly enjoy life in a small rural 
community.  They are active volunteers and enjoy lawn bowls, fishing, gardening and 
caravanning.  Alan‟s hobbies are researching ancestry, painting, woodworking and 
home brewing. 

 

MEMORIES 
 
“Of course the Yanks had their uses and while in Long Binh I was sent off to 

do some trading to boost up our OFP stocks with special items, such as A Frame 
packs, US sleeping bags, ponchos and various other items of US equipment that were 
highly regarded by Aussie forces.  I‟m pretty sure Sid Brent accompanied me, but it 
may have been Harry Stephens.  We did quite well and came back with a truck load of 
goodies which we had swapped for GP Boots, which the Yanks coveted.  It was only 
years later when the Australian Department of Defence received the bill for all these 
goodies that we realised how well we had been stitched up!  Some months later, when 
I was detached to Bearcat, a US QM offered to swap me an operational helicopter for 
my Short Wheel Base Landrover.  I suspect the bill for that really would have come 
home to roost had I accepted!” 
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NAME: Ronald Arthur DHU 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  January 1970 
DEPARTED:  January 1971 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Ron volunteered for National Service and was called-up for the first 

intake in July 1965.  He extended his National Service for an extra year and 
was discharged in 1968.  After eleven months back in civy street, Ron decided 
that the Army was the life for him and he enlisted in the ARA.  He managed to 
get back to his old unit, bypassing recruit and corps training.  After three years 
hidden in a Base Ordnance Depot (5 BOD), Ron thought that he should try 
this Vietnam thing to get the War Service Home Loan.  He didn‟t think all the 
stuff at Canungra would apply to him as he was going to be safe in a 
storehouse in Vung Tau.  Then he found out that he was going to 1 OFP at 
Nui Dat. 

Ron arrived in Nui Dat in January 1970 as a brand new Corporal 
Storeman Tech.  He didn‟t know anything about Nui Dat and he was in for a 
shock as he had never been in a field force unit before and this was quite 
different from 5 BOD. 

During his time in the unit he worked in Gen Stores, Tech Stores and 
the Q Store.  He also spent a little time attached to 6 RAR and an Engineering 
Field Squadron, as well as being part of various protection parties and TAOR 
patrols and ambushes. 

Ron‟s tour ended in January 1971 and on return to Australia he stayed 
on in the Army and completed twenty years service.  Most of this service was 
in base depots.  He had reached the rank of Warrant Officer First Class (WO 
1) when he took his discharge in 1986. 

After the Army, Ron worked in a couple of private enterprises before 
scoring a job in local government.  He is now retired, having been granted the 
TPI in late 2001, and lives with his wife, Joan, in Perth.  He enjoys travelling 
and playing golf 

 
MEMORIES 

“I was in Gen Stores for just over a week when I was told I had to go 
out to a Fire Support Base and run the bath unit and water point.  Ah!!  This 
wasn‟t supposed to happen to me.  Another shock! 

I arrived at FSB „Peggy‟ with 6 RAR, a Kiwi mortar platoon, some 
artillery guns and a troop of Centurion tanks.  I remember thinking at the time 
that this was not a healthy place to be at.  We had a few unexpected events 
during my three weeks out there which weren‟t for a „blanket folder‟ like me.  
But this was my christening for many other experiences during my time in 
South Vietnam.” 
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NAME: William John (Bill) DOBSON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  January 1969 
DEPARTED:  February 1970 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Bill was called-up for National Service in May 1968.  He was stationed in 
North Melbourne when he was advised that he had been posted to SVN.  In January 
1969, after a trip over on a RAAF C130 Hercules he arrived at Nui Dat to take up his 
duties as a Private Storeman Tech. 

Actually it did not seem that he spent much of his time carrying out his 
storeman duties.  A great deal of Bill‟s time was spent doing TFMA patrols; working 
the Bath Unit with Rusty Rowlands and Rob Nicholson; guard duties at the entrance to 
the Canberra Hotel in Saigon; building a community centre at Duc Than with Tony 
“Patti” Page and others; spending time with John Faram and others at the huge 
American Base at Long Binh; and going out with Roger Nettle and a D & E Platoon in 
APCs to a scrap at Dat Do.  Not a lot of time was spent at the Nui Dat base. 

After more than twelve months, Bill‟s tour of duty ended in February 1970 and 
he returned to Australia and was discharged from his National Service obligations in 
May 1970.  Prior to being called-up, Bill had worked in the printing industry and he 
tried this for about three months after his discharge.  However, he then decided to tour 
Australia with two mates on motorbikes.  They spent a year travelling and worked for 
awhile on the sugar cane in Innisfail, Qld.  Bill maintains that this was the best thing he 
could have done after Vietnam. 

When he got back to Melbourne he became involved in developing a business 
with a partner.  It became a substantial and rewarding business in the high tech area 
of offset printing employing fifty-five people.  Bill eventually sold his share of the 
business in 2000 and now works as a consultant for an old friend, which is definitely 
much less stressful.  He enjoys golf, walking and the gym.  He walked the Kokoda 
Track in 2003 and is looking forward to visit the famous walks in retirement in 2006.  
Bill‟s a Bombers AFL football supporter and loves cricket, which he played until he 
was 47.  He is happily married to Margaret; children are Danielle, Luke and Ben. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“I remember at nightfall on a TFMA patrol, „Tits‟ Turner‟s job was to set up a 
trip flare, mine was to crawl further out to lay the claymore mine.  „Tits‟ said to be 
careful of his elaborate wiring, it was his work of art and he was very proud of it.  Yes, 
it did happen, one of us hit his wires and up went the flare and lit the jungle up 
beautifully.  It was funny later, but at the time it made us all very nervous. 

Sgt. Syd Brent wanted two volunteers for a scrap at Dat Do.  Roger Nettle and 
I learnt why it is best to be first inside an APC.  There was a mad scramble by the 
„grunts‟ to get in first.  We worked it out later that it meant that we were then the first to 
get out.  Who said grunts were a bit slow.  That was two days that Roger and I can‟t 
forget.” 
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NAME:  Garry John DOWNS 
 
UNIT/S:   1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: January 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 
 
PROFILE 

Garry joined the ARA and graduated as a Lieutenant from RMC Duntroon in 
December 1969.  Following graduation he was posted to 6 OFP at Enoggera in Brisbane. 
Garry‟s next posting, in January 1971, was as Stores Officer at 1 OFP Nui Dat.  He arrived 
in country via the luxury of a commercial aircraft. 

In the latter half of 1971 the Unit‟s role at Nui Dat reduced in line with the gradual 
withdrawal of the Task force from Vietnam.  The OC of the OFP moved to the OO Task 
Force position, a number of personnel and unit stores were relocated to Vung Tau, and 
Garry became the OIC of the Nui Dat Detachment.  The Detachment initially had 
responsibility for controlled stores, the operation of the self-service store and the monthly 
bulk break of clothing and equipment.  Subsequently a wash point operation was 
established for tanks and equipment being returned to Vung Tau and then Australia.  
When the Task Force moved out of Nui Dat in October 1971, the Detachment ceased 
operations and joined the remainder of the unit at Vung Tau.  Following some R & R leave 
Garry assumed the duties of Stores Officer.  The OFP commenced Ordnance support for 
the Australian Forces in Vietnam following closure of 2 AOD operations.  Garry was 
involved in the preparation of the OFP‟s scaling, operations, and finally reduction in 
activities and return to Australia.  Garry returned to Australia in all the luxury of a RAAF 
C130.  On return to Australia Garry was posted to 311 Supply Company at Wirlinga, and 
promoted to Captain.  Following the arrival of 1 OFP stores and equipment back in 
Australia, Garry was temporarily transferred back to the OFP (now located at Holsworthy) 
where he was involved with completing the return of stores and equipment and closure of 
the unit accounts.  He then returned to Wirlinga for a brief period until a new posting took 
him to the ADOS Office HQ Eastern Command in Sydney.  There followed a range of 
postings, on average every twenty-two months, which sent him to new jobs in places such 
as Townsville, Bandiana, Marrangaroo, Sydney and Canberra.  During this time he 
married, was absent for the birth of a son, and managed to be briefly present for the birth 
of a daughter prior to departing on a three month exercise. 

In 1986 Garry left the Army and joined the Department of Veterans‟ Affairs in 
Canberra.  This was followed by a move to the Australian Capital Territory Internal 
Omnibus Network (ACTION) in 1989 as their first Supply Manager.  In 1993 he moved to 
Purchasing Australia (Commonwealth Department of Administrative Services) and was 
involved in electronic commerce activities.  Garry was offered an opportunity outside the 
Commonwealth Public Service in 1997 and became a business consultant.  Today he is a 
director of SeGar Consulting Pty Ltd, a small company that specialises in planning, project 
management and procurement. 
MEMORIES 

“There are various memories of people, events and places.  For example, there 
was the giant lizard that appeared out of the storm water drains behind the sergeants‟ 
mess lines and invaded the self-service store at Nui Dat.  This is accompanied by 
recollections of people climbing shelving, the use of broom handles to encourage the 
animal to leave, and the feeling of happiness as the lizard finally disappeared back towards 
the sergeants‟ lines.  There is the memory of Geoff Olney‟s suffering following the Bacardi 
ice block attacks in the Vung Tau sergeants‟ mess.  And then there is the work and 
camaraderie associated with the return of stores and finalisation of the unit accounts at 
Holsworthy.” 
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NAME: Ivan William DRIVER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  21 February 1969 
DEPARTED:  21 February 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Ivan joined the ARA in 1952.  He was at 1 AOD when he got his posting to 

Vietnam.  He commenced his tour in February 1969, after a flight over on a Qantas 
charter he shared with a group of SAS guys. 

Ivan was posted as a Corporal Storeman and was responsible for the running 
of the Goods Inward & Outward section.  He also got to do TFMA patrols with 3 
Cavalry and Husky Bravo, the Yankee tracks.  Other jobs outside the base included 
riding shotgun for an intelligence unit who were checking rice carts and interrogating 
the locals, involved in the relocation of 1 Field Artillery to a site north of Nui Dat.  
When riding shotgun for the intelligence unit they drove through a contact between 5 
RAR and the enemy. 

Ivan‟s tour ended in February 1970 and he returned to Australia on a Qantas 
Champagne flight.  When he returned he was offered Sergeant‟s stripes and a move 
to New Guinea.  Ivan knocked back this move and instead took a posting with Water 
Transport in Fremantle, WA, which lasted for three years.  His next move was to a 
Detachment at Seymour where he remained until he took his discharge. 

In civy street Ivan got a job with Marant Pty Ltd, who manufactured reinforced 
hoses for Pope brand products.  He then returned to his home state of WA and 
worked in the hardware business with Millers and then Bunnings.  Ivan is now retired 
due to ill health.  He suffers from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
which is helped by regular exercise.  Ivan treats this exercise as his hobby. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“To be quite honest, I enjoyed my tour of duty especially when going outside 

the perimeter with 3 Cav and the Intelligence Group.  Best day was taking a MK111 
truck out on red alert to get some bamboo for the canteen that was being constructed. 

I enjoyed the cricket games against 2 AOD in Vung Tau.  My team always 
knocked over the „POGOS‟ which was rewarding.  We had a lot of fun between the 
two units. 

I remember one incident; a certain Private Cooney accidentally discharged his 
rifle in our tent.  It certainly attracted a lot of attention – guys came running from 
everywhere to see what was going on. 

I think the dart board caused a few headaches with the „galloping green 
grocers‟ (the Service Corps boys).  Dobbo used to stir them up with a couple of us 
having a game.  They thought they could hog the board all night. 

I enjoyed having a few tinnies with Dobbo and Rusty Rowlands at night, when 
and if possible; and stirring up the „goffa gobbers‟ for their beer ration.” 
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NAME:  Kevin Raymond DWYER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  8 Jan 1969 
DEPARTED:  12 Dec 1969 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Kevin was called up for National Service training on 7 February 1968.  
He first went to Kapooka for a month before being sent to Singleton to 
complete his recruit training.  Following recruit training, he arrived at the R&T 
Wing Bonegilla on 18 April 1968 to commence his Corps training.  On 
completion of his Corps in July 1968, Kevin was posted down the road to 1 
COD, Bandiana. 

In Oct / Nov 1968 he undertook training at the Jungle Training Centre, 
Canungra in preparation to his posting to Vietnam.  Following a few days at 
ECPD Watsons Bay, Sydney, Kevin boarded a RAAF C130 and was flown to 
Vietnam.  He arrived at 1 OFP, Nui Dat on 8 January 1969. 

Kevin was posted to the unit as a vehicle storeman / driver and was 
responsible for the service and maintenance of the Unit‟s vehicles.  He also 
ended up as the Batman to Capt. Maurice Galt (OC of the Unit) which included 
duty as barman in the officer‟s mess.  On many occasions he, along with other 
members of the unit, were required to do TAOR patrols and undertake duties 
at Fire Support Bases.  Kevin undertook many laundry runs to Baria as well as 
beach runs to Vung Tau. 

On 12 December 1969 he completed his tour of duty and returned to 
Australia by RAAF C130, stopping at Manila on the way. 

Kevin completed his National Service obligations in February 1970 and 
on discharge returned to his previous employment with the New South Wales 
Railways as a Leading Station Assistant at Mooree NSW.  He married in 1970 
and moved to Sydney to further his career.  He left the Railways in 1989 
(couldn‟t put up with the shit any more) and moved to Queensland, where he 
still lives. 

Kevin, like many others is now a TPI as a result of his service.  He was 
granted his disability pension in 1994. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“I have tried to put this time of my life away, never to be looked at, but 
it still comes back.  I remember on many occasions we were required to go on 
patrols and were dropped by chopper into no man's land to commence our 
patrol.  On one occasion our patrol walked into a mined area.  Luckily we 
escaped without injury but this traumatic experience remains with me today. 

I can remember that I was always terrified of land mines when on 
laundry runs to Baria or trips to the beach at Vung Tau.” 
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NAME: William Frederick EAGLESHAM 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) & 2 COD 
 
ARRIVED:   April 1966 
DEPARTED:   April 1967 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Bill enlisted in the Australian Army in December 1943.  He served 

during World War Two and later with the British & Commonwealth Occupation 
Force.  In 1952, Bill saw service in Korea as a Sergeant with the Australian 
Ancillary Unit.  He was serving with 1 OFP at Moorebank when it was 
announced that a Detachment from the unit would be going to Vietnam. 

Bill was a Warrant Officer Second Class at this stage. He was selected 
to go with the Detachment, as the Detachment‟s Sergeant Major.  He was part 
of the advance party, along with the Task Force‟s scaling of stores, which left 
Australia aboard HMAS Sydney on 21 April 1966.  They met up with the rest 
of the detachment and remained in Vung Tau for a few weeks before 
eventually relocating to the new Task Force Base at Nui Dat. 

Bill, and the rest of the unit, had their work cut out for them in 
establishing the unit‟s defences and setting up the stores.  Later in his tour he 
moved to Vung Tau to work with the Composite Ordnance Depot.  His tour 
ended in April 1967 and Bill returned to Australia on a Qantas flight. 

Back in Australia he continued on in the Army until he retired in 1973, 
after thirty years service.  Bill then got a job with Westpac, in their Security 
section, until he retired full time.  His hobbies are fishing and gardening. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I found satisfaction in serving at Nui Dat with the men of the OFP 

Detachment.  Unfortunately our Officer Commanding was injured and had to 
return to Australia.  He was replaced by an Ordnance Officer who was with the 
Ordnance Section of a RAEME Stores section workshop.” 
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NAME: Garrick Thomas EVANS 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  15 January 1968 
DEPARTED:  17 January 1969 
 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Garrick joined the ARA on 3 August 1966.  He was at 1 BOD in Brisbane 
when he got his posting to Vietnam.  After a cruise over on HMAS “Sydney”, 
Garrick arrived in Vietnam in January 1968 and took up his posting as a 
Private Batman / Driver to Capt. Mike Clark.  One of the more pleasant duties 
he had was driving the grog truck from Vung Tau to the OFP. 

Garrick‟s tour ended in January 1969 and he returned to Australia on a 
Pan American charter flight.  He continued his career in the Army, raising to 
the rank of WO1.  He took his discharge, after more than twenty years on 15 
Febraury 1987.  On Australia Day 1985, Garrick was awarded the Medal of 
the Order of Australia (OAM) for service to the Defence Force. 

After the Army he owned a milk run in Brisbane, owned a takeaway 
business and was the lease holder of squash courts and a basketball stadium 
in Singleton.  From there he moved to Maitland and owned a sports store.  
Unfortunately, his business ventures were not as successful as he had hoped, 
which means he has to work a little longer before retiring.  Garrick now lives in 
Newcastle, with his wife Janise, and works as a bus driver. They have raised 
five sons.  In his spare time, Garrick enjoys fishing and golf with his son. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“Here are a few of my memories of Vietnam. 
When we were in Hong Kong on R & R leave, watching a young lady 

trying to knock down Doug Blatch‟s door, using a fire axe, when she found out 
that he was double dating. 

The birthday parties in our tents and parties for no reason at all. 
The reunion in Albury / Wodonga that filled a big hole in my life and 

showed me what true friendship is.” 
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NAME: Kevin John EVORALL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  November 1969 
DEPARTED:  November 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Kevin was called-up for National Service in January 1969.  He was at 1 
AOD Bandiana when he received his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight over on 
a Qantas charter flight he arrived in Nui Dat in November 1969. 

Kevin was posted as a Private Storeman Tech and worked in 
Storehouse 1.  He also served some time as a Batman.  When not 
undertaking these duties, Kevin spent time in at least four Fire Support Bases 
with the Bath / Water Unit.  He remembers one of the Fire Support Bases was 
“Peggy”.  He also undertook several patrols until he ripped his finger off while 
debussing in a village with a Civil Affairs Unit.  That was the highlight for the 
village people that night and they still have Kevin‟s ring.  He also managed to 
swing a job as a guard for unloading the “Jeparit”.  The ship was a week late 
in arriving so the job ended up being a good swan.  Kevin‟s tour ended in 
November 1970 and he returned to Australia. 

He was discharged form National service in January 1971 and 
returned to his job in a sawmill in Hobart for two weeks.  He then worked as a 
process worker at Comalco Aluminium for two and a half years.  Kevin then 
saw the light and rejoined the Army, this time as a regular soldier.  He was 
posted to 32 Sup Bn as a Storeman Tech.  He then changed to Q postings 
and served with the following units: HQ Coy RMC, Apprentice School 
Balcombe, 6 Ord Pl Hobart, 3 Trg Gp Puckapunyal, 2 MP Coy Ingleburn, 
Armed Forces Food Scientific Establishment (AFFSCE) Scottsdale Tas. 

Kevin then retired after serving a total of twenty years in the Army; 
eighteen years in the ARA and two years in National Service.  He is now 
retired and receiving the TPI pension after undergoing heart bipass surgery.  
He spends a lot of time with Legacy doing pensions.  He lives with his wife, 
Sue, in Invermay, Tas. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember that most of the times were good and I met some nice 

people.  It was good to see some of them again at the Cowra reunion.” 
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NAME: John William FARAM 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  26 August 1968 
DEPARTED:  26 August 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
John was called up for National Service in October 1967.  He completed his 

Recruit training at Puckapunyal and Corps training, as a clerk, at Bonegilla.  He was then 
posted to 1 AOD, Bandiana and it was here that he received his posting to Vietnam.   

After spending a week in Sydney, John finally got on a Qantas flight bound for 
Vietnam.  On the way over they had a brief stop over at Darwin (midnight), breakfast in 
Singapore and arrived in Saigon at around lunchtime on 26 August 1968.  Saigon was 
certainly an eye opener for this young man who had spent all of his life, up until being 
called up, in the small country town of Corryong in Victoria, where the population was 
approx 1200 people.  Finally he arrived at Nui Dat, in the middle of a monsoon storm, 
where it was pissing down rain. 

John was off to the movies on his first night there.   During the show, the guns in 
the battery across the road started going off and frightened the shit out of him.  John was a 
Private Clerk in charge of the Bulk Break, taking over from Cpl Colin Cross.  Every month 
he had a flight down to Vung Tau with the vouchers in hand.  They must have been 
important, because the return trip for John was always in a truck.  John never got the two 
stripes that went with the job.  He feels that this was due to the fact that he argued with the 
OC every day about one thing or another, and the OC wouldn‟t promote him to Corporal. 

In February 1969, John and Ray Jessen started to run the Crown & Anchor game 
with modest success.  In April 1969, he returned to Australia on R & R Leave for his son‟s 
1

st
 birthday.  John‟s tour ended in August 1969 and he returned to Australia. He was 

discharged from National Service shortly after, in October 1969. 
Back in civy street, he had a couple of jobs which lasted about three months each.  

He then got a job in the Public Service at 4 Base Workshops, Bandiana, where he lasted 
for eleven years.  Being fed up with that job, he moved from Victoria to Central 
Queensland in 1981.   John spent a little over four years there working on a drilling rig and 
with an explosive company.  His next move was to Brisbane selling real estate and for the 
last twenty years, he and his wife Val have owned a clothing manufacturing business.  
They live in Cornubia, on the southern outskirts of Brisbane and have raised three lovely 

daughters, Jodie, Kim and Amy. 
 

MEMORIES 
“I remember:- 

 Treating the incoming mortar drill as a joke then not long after, during the night, in they 
came.  There were lots of guys in the holes at the back of the tents with nothing on. 

 Being on mess duty when the chocolate milk came in. 

 Dick Kennedy and Co serving up bully beef more ways than you‟d ever dream of. 

 Kicking the footy on the road out side the canteen / mess – taking screamers over Mick 
Curtis.  He will tell you different. 

 A game of footy in Vung Tau starting at 9.00 am because it was so hot. 

 My 22
nd

 Birthday and Mum‟s fruit cakes. 

 Hating a certain Captain with a passion. 

 One thing I do know is that I‟ve got some great friends now because of it.” 
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NAME: Luigi Joseph (Lou) FATONE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  14 November 1969 
DEPARTED:  11 November 1970 

 

 
 

PROFILE 
 

Lou was called up for National Service on 29 January 1969 and underwent his 
recruit training at Puckapunyal.  Following Corps training he was posted to South 
Kensington in Melbourne.  He was only there for about two months when he was sent 
to Canungra for Jungle Training prior to going to Vietnam. 

On 14 November 1969, Lou arrived at Nui Dat to commence his tour of duty.  
He was posted as a storeman / driver and attached to the Q Store.  Part of his duties 
was the weekly laundry run into Baria.  Lou was also required to spend some time at 
Fire Support Bases.  He remembers going to the following FSBs – Garth, Peggy, 
Horse Shoe, Long Binh and Binh Ba.  During his time in SVN, Lou was promoted to 
Lance Corporal and was acting Corporal for about three months.  He was asked if he 
would like to serve and extra six months, to which he replied:- “Bull @#!% - get 
someone else”.  Lou decided to come home to Australia for his R & R to see his wife 
Rhonda, who he had married in April 1969.  He left Vietnam on 11 November 1970 
and flew home to Melbourne. 

After his return, Lou spent about another five or six weeks in the Army at 
Watsonia Barracks and was eventually discharged on 24 December 1970.  Just in 
time to spend Christmas with his family as a civilian once again.  Lou replaced his 
Army uniform for overalls and went back to his job as a mechanic.  In 1985 he started 
his own mechanical business, which he ran until he turned fifty-five.  He then decided 
to retire and handed over the running of the business to his son.  Lou is now happily 
retired and enjoying life, but finds himself busier than ever.  He fills in his time 
restoring old tractors and working around the house.  He has a married son with two 
boys and a daughter who is still single.  He and Rhonda live in Teesdale, Vic. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“As a storeman / driver I used to take the dirty clothes into Baria for washing 
and pick up the clean ones.  This particular day, as we were picking up the clean 
clothes and loading them onto the Landrover and trailer; Ron Rogers, who was riding 
shotgun on this particular occasion, suggested that we go to the markets in Baria to 
get some things.  So off we went.  While Ron was in the shop buying something, some 
kids started to swarm around me like flies.  I told them to Bugger off!  When we got 
back to camp and unloaded the clothes we found that about fifty or sixty units were 
missing.  We could only blame those kids in Baria for the missing items.  The sad part 
was that we had to explain what we were doing down town.  I can still see those little 
buggers up to no good.” 
 
 



 121 

NAME: Peter FINCH  (AM) 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  17 January 1968 
DEPARTED:  14 January 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Peter joined the ARA in 1964.  Prior to that, he had spent three months 

in 1959 doing National Service in Tasmania under the old scheme.  He was 
stationed at 3 BOD, South Kensington, when he got his posting to Vietnam.  In 
January 1968, along with a few others destined for the OFP, he boarded 
HMAS Sydney for the trip to Vietnam. 

Peter was posted as a Sergeant Storeman in charge of Gen Stores.  
He also got to undertake some TAOR patrols with 2 RAR and 4 RAR.  He 
returned to Australia in January 1969 and continued his career in the Army. 

Peter progressed through the ranks and was the RSM (WO1) at the 
RAAOC Centre; selected under the Prescribed Service Officers and promoted 
to Captain in 1983; promoted to Major in 1986 and served in Malaysia, as an 
Advisor – Australian Army Project Team, for two years from 1987.  This was 
the highlight of his Army career.  In 1986, Peter was awarded the Member of 
the Order of Australia (AM) for service to the Australian Army in the field of 
computer management. 

He took his discharge in January 1992 and tried retirement for awhile.  
In 1993 he was offered a job as Logistics Advisor / Consultant for Paraquad 
Victoria and is still with them as their logistics Manager. 

Peter lives with his partner, Pat, in Glen Waverley, Victoria.  His eye 
sight is starting to fail which restricts his leisure activities.  He now enjoys 
listening to the races and, instead of reading books; he can now listen to 
recordings of books.  Peter looks forward to catching up with old mates at our 
OFP Anzac Day Reunions. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“Our picture theatre seems to be in my memories of my time at Nui 

Dat.  I remember a certain Captain had an obsession with moving the picture 
theatre screen around on a regular basis.  Even the guys from the battalion 
next door used to comment on the number of times it was changed. 

I remember Lew Wiskar was our projectionist.  If he didn‟t like a 
particular movie he would just show the last reel, then we all got to go home 
early.” 
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NAME: Edward Owen FINN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  5 May 1966 
DEPARTED:  8 May 1967 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Eddie was called up in the first intake of National Service in June 1965.  

After recruit and corps training he was posted to 1 OFP at Moorebank in 
Sydney.  As luck would have it, he was selected to be a member of the 
detachment from 1 OFP that was going to Vietnam to be part of the 1st 
Australian Task Force located at Nui Dat. 

On 22 April 1966, Eddie and a few others from the OFP, left Australia 
on board HMAS Sydney bound for Vietnam.  They arrived in Vung Tau on 5 
May 1966 and spent about a month there before moving up to Nui Dat.  Ed 
was a Private Storeman and was promoted, on arrival, to Lance Corporal. 

Life for Eddie and the new arrivals at Nui Dat was pretty rough.  They 
worked hard establishing their new position on the hill, Nui Dat 2.  He was 
required to undertake his storeman duties in the unit as well as undertaking 
patrols and pickets in defence of the base.  Eddie also spent some time back 
at Vung Tau helping to sort out the mess down there. 

His tour ended in May 1967 and Eddie returned with the unit to 
Australia on a RAAF C130 Hercules.  He was discharged from National 
Service soon after and returned to his previous civilian job as a Stock Control 
Manager with Permewan Food Stores.  After about eighteen months he 
couldn‟t settle down and left this job.  For the next ten years he ended up 
doing a series of jobs before entering the family business of Viking Packaging 
Co, where he stayed until he retired in 1999. 

Eddie‟s first marriage lasted five years and he has a wonderful son 
from this marriage.  In 1977 he married Marianne and today they are happily 
retired in Sunshine Bay NSW.  In his spare time Eddie enjoys a game of golf 
or doing a bit of beach fishing. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My introduction to Vietnam was a beach landing in the middle of the 

night from HMAS Sydney.  We had no ammo and I didn‟t know what to expect. 
My time in Vung Tau caused me a few problems.  Unfortunately I was 

prone to going AWOL, which cost me my stripe.  I remember Frank Aylen‟s 
21st birthday party when we were in Vung Tau.  We ended up burying Frank 
up to his head in the sand and leaving him there for a while.  He was none too 
pleased about that.” 
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NAME: Anthony Michael (Tony) FLANAGAN 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  August 1967 
DEPARTED:  August 1968 
 
 
 
PROFILE 

Tony joined the ARA in April 1965 at the tender age of seventeen, just as 1 RAR 
was about to be sent to South Vietnam.  As you had to be nineteen years of age to go to 
war, he was too young to be posted into the Arms.  The National Service call-up was 
starting in the July so, because of his age, Tony was allocated to RAAOC and posted to 
Bandiana.  On turning nineteen he volunteered to go to SVN, as in the two years prior to 
this so many had come back from being posted to SVN, he just had to go.  So he was 
surprised when at the age of 19 years and 4 months, on the 11 August 1967, he arrived at 
6 OFP (Det) Nui Dat.  Tony‟s trip over was by Qantas from Sydney to Clark Airfield in the 
Philippines, and from there up to Saigon and onto Nui Dat.  He replaced Cpl Bernie Fuller 
(a National Serviceman) as the Orderly Room Corporal. 

The job as Orderly Room Corporal was new to Tony as he had been trained, with 
the 4

th
 intake of National Service at Bonegilla as a Clerk Technical.  The Ordnance Corps 

policy at that time in the sixties was that a Clerk Tech could do any clerical job, where as a 
Clerk General Duties could do Admin or Q Store clerical work. 

On arrival at the OFP, Tony spent his first week living with an Air Despatch 
Sergeant while waiting for a bed in the ORs lines.  His first tent mates were Pte Ian 
(Neddy) McLean, an OFP Storeman, and Pte Rob Duncan, a RAASC clerk who was 
detached from 5 Company RAASC Vung Tau to do the unit‟s typing and man the small unit 
switch board.  Due to the nature of his job, Tony felt like an outsider, as he didn‟t work with 
the rest of the guys and either Rob Duncan or himself had to man the switchboard at lunch 
time; so one would go on the truck with the guys and the other would go in the Landrover 
when the truck returned from Support Company 2 RAR, where the OFP other ranks ate at 
the time.  All of the guys in the unit were older than he was and he was very cautious of 
what he did as far as drinking etc as he was the unit baby but wearing two stripes and not 
one of the boys as such 

By February 1968, Tony was fully qualified for Sergeant and was promoted to 
Orderly Room Sergeant when the unit was upgraded and became 1 OFP.  This was just 
before his twentieth birthday.  He returned to Australia in August 1968 and soldiered on, 
gaining promotion to Warrant Officer Class 1 at the age of 29.  He retired from the Army at 
the age of 38 in December 1986.  Following the Army, Tony worked in the Security 
Industry, his last job being with The Ministry of Justice WA in the Perth Children‟s court 
where, after seven years, he hit the wall and became a TPI in February 2001. 

 
MEMORIES 

“Unlike the rest of the guys, I didn‟t do a lot of bush work, but I did get to do one of 
the first TAOR patrols the unit did with Support Company 2 RAR, with Cpl Elwyn Spencer.  
The patrol consisted of two OFP and eight 2 RAR guys and was the scariest night of my 
life.  In May 1968 I was allowed to go to FSB CORAL for experience to give me credibility 
as a Sergeant.  At that time we were not to know we would come under attack twice in my 
seven day stay.  As I really had no reason to be there I was sent back to Nui Dat to avoid 
becoming an unnecessary casualty. 

One thing I shall never forget, as much as I try, was the daily rendition of “The 
Green Green Grass of Home” by Bluey Stoker.  Now I know why a lot of the guys suffered 
from PTSD.” 
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NAME: George Fredrick FOSTER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
1

St
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  16 December 1968  
DEPARTED:   5 November 1969 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED: .September 1971 
DEPARTED:   December 1971 
 
 
PROFILE 

 
George joined the Australian Regular Army in 1959 and served with 28 

OFP (60/63), 3 Base Workshops (64/65), 1 BOD Det PNG (65/67) and was 
stationed at the Directorate of Supply, Albert Park Barracks, Melbourne, when 
he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam in December 1969 after 
a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

George was a Warrant Officer Class Two and his posting was as WO2 
In Charge of the Control Office.  His main duty was to supervise the Control 
Office function of re supply for 1 OFP and the Task Force units.  This also 
involved maintaining discipline and morale within the office. 

George‟s tour ended in November 1969 and he returned to Australia to 
continue his career in the Army.  He served in 32 Supply Battalion (70/71) and 
returned to Vietnam in 1971 and served with 2 AOD.  Following his second 
tour of Vietnam, George served in DG Supply and HQ LOG Command before 
taking his discharge, as a WO1, in 1979.  On discharge from the Regular 
Army he served four years in the Army Reserve with a posting as Staff Officer, 
Grade 3, Supply on HQ 4th Brigade and was promoted to Captain.  George is 
currently working as a Supply Manager of a private hospital. 

He lives with his wife, Rhonda, in Melbourne.  George has a daughter, 
who lives in Sydney, and a son, who lives in Melbourne as well as three lovely 
grandchildren.  In his spare time George enjoys ballroom dancing and running. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I was impressed by the quality of personnel working in the Control 

Office.  I was very happy the OC would not allow me to go on patrol.  His 
reason was that Warrant Officers were too hard to replace.  However I felt for 
the guys coming back from patrol and then having to front up for work.” 
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NAME: John Clifford FRASER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1966  
DEPARTED:  May 1967 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

John joined the ARA on 10 June 1960 and served with 2 RAR for a few years 
before transferring to Ordnance.  He was at 1 OFP when it was announced that a 
Detachment from the unit would be sent to Vietnam, along with other units, to be part 
of the 1

st
 Australian Task Force (1 ATF).  At the time John was a Lance/Corporal 

Storeman and sufficient Corporals and L/Corporals had been selected for the 
Detachment.  He accepted a voluntary reduction in rank to Private to accept the only 
vacancy the Detachment had available. 

After a flight over on a Qantas charter, John arrived in Vietnam in May 1966.  
He ended up running the Stores Distribution section and was promoted to Corporal 
again.  During his tour he had a go on the Bath unit, did a few shotguns to Baria and 
was involved in some clearing patrols.  Nightly picket duties were a burden everyone 
carried in the early days of the unit. 

John returned to Australia with the rest of the unit in May 1967.   He stayed on 
in the Army.  After the OFP he was posted to the RAAOC Centre as an instructor 
Sergeant; he travelled around a bit between 2 BOD Planning Office, 11 Sup Bn 
Planning Office and 3 Army Recruiting Unit in Melbourne.  The one that convinced him 
to give it away was a posting to St Kilda Road, CARO.  Being a bushie at heart, the 
high rise office block nearly killed him and he came back to Brisbane for a discharge in 
1981. 

John is now retired but still working doing a bit of maintenance work for an 
Anglican Support Group.  He and his wife have travelled a lot in their caravan, which 
included a two and a half year round Australia trip commenced in 1994. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“Apparently the Detachment, or some of us, were prone to mutinous acts.  At 
least one occasion comes to mind.  Once when we were working down at Vung Tau, a 
bit of R&C mainly, we were ordered to return to the unit from the beach and didn‟t 
think much of the idea so we didn‟t go.  You can just picture it, WO2 Bill Eaglesham to 
Sgt Darryl Shaw – „Charge them Sergeant!‟  Darryl informed us all accordingly.  After 
we had returned the charges of failing etc a place of parade and disobeying a lawful 
command were remanded to Task Force by Lt Norm Clarke (OC).  At that stage it all 
exploded!  It was mutiny!  Darryl Shaw was paraded at Task Force where he told them 
he had made a mistake – he hadn‟t really ordered us to return to the unit.  Darryl‟s 
bum is probably still stinging from the kick he got.  Onya Darryl, you probably saved us 

all from twenty years in Changi Goal. 
We were a pretty close unit.  I shall never forget the battle noises of the night 

of Lang Tan.  I had some good mates there.” 
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NAME: John Kenneth GALPIN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  19 August 1969 
DEPARTED:  10 September 1970 
 
 

PROFILE 
John joined the Aust Regular Army on the 11 June 1967, as a six year regular 

soldier, to make a career of the Army.  He completed basic training at Wagga Wagga 
NSW and was then posted to the RAAOC CENTRE Bandiana Vic to train as a Clerk 
Technical.  After successfully completing corps training John was posted to the 
Vietnam Training Unit 1 AOD Bandiana Vic.  In July 1969 John was completing a full 
NCO course at the RAAOC Centre Bandiana when he was offered a posting to 1OFP 
NUI DAT by his then sergeant, Tony Flanagan.  He jumped at the posting, and after 
completing Jungle Warfare Training at Canungra QLD, went on a short home leave 
and shortly after departed for his overseas postings. 

He arrived in South Vietnam on the 19 August 1969 at Saigon and was 
absolutely amazed at the numbers of American aircraft and helicopters at Ton Son 
Nuit air base.  After the usual hurry up and wait, John, with other soldiers was 
transported to Nui Dat by the US Air force in a Plane called the ugly duckling, with the 
pilot welcoming the passengers with a cigar and the unmistakable American accent 
"HI GUYS WELCOME TO THE WAR". 

John began his duties the next day in the control office.  After settling in he 
volunteered, from time to time, to do the TAOR Patrols, Fire Support Base Duties, 
Command Post Pickets and Med Cap Protection Support and other operational duties 
as required.  Initially promoted to Lance Corporal John was promoted to Corporal and 
also had Qualifications in all three requirements for Sergeant on completion of his tour 
of duty in South Vietnam.  He returned to Australia on 10 September 1970 and was 
posted to 3 BOD Sth Kensington, Melbourne Vic. 

Sadly, like many Vietnam Vets at that time, his health was not good and John 
was discharged from the Army being medically unfit.  He has had many jobs during his 
working life, including a successful Real Estate career and Car Rental Career.  He is 
now retired due to ill health.  Married three times; John has four lovely daughters; 
Belinda, Juanita, Bronwen and Rebekah and five grandchildren.  He lives with the love 
of his life, a nice Kiwi girl called Jaye, at New Norfolk in Tasmania 

MEMORIES 

“Like many of our Vietnam Vets, I have good and bad memories of my tour of 
duty.  The bad ones I try to forget, but I‟m happy to share a couple of the good 
memories. 

I remember the faces of a Vietnamese family in a small village, when I was on 
a MED CAP Protection Patrol.  While our Doctors were tending the villagers I gave 
items to the children from my ration pack.  The old men and women and children 
smiled, and an old man offered me a glass of rice wine. 

I remember vividly a sense of relief and thankfulness, as I flew home to 
Wynyard Airport on a bright sunny spring Tasmanian day in September 1970, and I 
looked out the window at the lush farmlands surrounding Wynyard and I prayed to 
God; „Thank you God for bringing me home safely; Thank you Lord Jesus for looking 
after me‟.” 
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NAME: Daniel James GARLIN 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP & 17 Const Sqn Wksp 
 
ARRIVED:  28 October 1969 
DEPARTED:    8 October 1970 
 

 

PROFILE 

Dan enlisted in the ARA on 21January 1952.  He completed recruit training at 
5 RTC Enoggera and was allotted to the Infantry Corps and posted to 2 RAR 
Puckapunyal on the 1 May 1952.  In March 1953 he was detached to the Department 
of Supply in Adelaide to complete a Top Secret trial firing 3 inch and 4.2 Mortars at 
Woomera.  He was also sent to the Proof and Experimental Range, Port Wakefield, 
South Australia.  Returning to 2 RAR Nov 1954, he completed a 2 RAR Tour of Duty 
in Malaya from 8 Oct 1955 to 31 Oct 1957.  On his return back to Australia, he applied 
for a transfer to the Ordnance Corps. 

Between 1957 and 1969 Dan served in the following units:- HQ CRAAOC E 
Comd Tps (CMF) Moorebank, 1 Div Ord Coy Moorebank, 5COD/1CAD Wallangarra, 
1BOD Brisbane, Det 1BOD Port Moresby PNG, DADOS Office PNG Command Port 
Moresby PNG, 2COD Broadmeadows and 11BOD (CMF).  He received my promotion 
to Warrant Officer Class Two in April 1968. 

On 28 October 1969 Dan arrived at the OFP in Nui Dat to take up the posting 
as WO2 Clerk in charge of the Control Office.  After three weeks in this position, a 
posting order was received at the OFP for Dan to be posted to HQ AFV Saigon as 
Ordnance Liaison Officer.  He was not keen to accept this posting to Saigon and 
requested any other WO2 posting in SVN.  Dan completed a trip to the AATTV team 
HQ at Wau which required a five day trip in country. On the morning of the 8 Jan 70 
he was advised that a vacancy for a WO2 had occurred at 17 Const Sqn Wksp.  He 
accepted the position and took the afternoon Kangaroo flight to Vung Tau.  On arrival, 
Dan was met by WO2 Lyall Mutton.  He was interviewed by Capt. Stewart Meiklejohn 
where he was appointed the Second in Command (2IC) Vung Tau detachment and 
also performed the duties of WSM and Warrant Officer in charge of the B2 Stores.  In 
his absence, Dan performed any other Orders as directed by the Officer Commanding 
the Detachment at 17 Const Sqn, Vung Tau. 

Dan‟s next posting was at 1 Base Vehicle Depot (CMF) Gaythorne, Brisbane.  
His last posting was to Northern Command Workshops, later known as 1 Base 
Workshop at Bulimba, Brisbane.  Dan was advised by the ADOS that their Stores 
Section had a few problems which he rectified quickly.  Dan was discharged on 20 Jan 
1976 after completing twenty-four years service in the Regular Army. 

In civilian life, he began doing security work and debt collection.  He started 
his own company, called Intrasearch (Qld) Pty Ltd, which was involved in commercial 
investigations, debt collecting and process serving.  He was retired by Dr. Marcel 
Safier of Repat Hosp Greenslopes due to ill health on 20 December 1988.  Dan now 
reside at Kawana Waters on the Sunshine Coast of Queensland with his wife of fifty 
years, Dorothy.  They have raised three daughters who have presented them with 
seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
MEMORIES 

“My period with the OFP was brief but I do remember doing Duty Officer in the 
hole in the ground below the TFMA office.  I also remember going to the movies and 
catching up on the latest releases in the Task Force.” 
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NAME: James John (Jim) GOLDING 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  July 1970 
DEPARTED:  August 1971 
 
 

PROFILE 
Jim was called-up for National Service in February 1969.  He 

completed his recruit training at 3TB Singleton.  After Corps training he was 
posted to 6 OFP in Brisbane where he received notice of his posting to 
Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas charter flight he arrived at Nui Dat in 
July 1970. 

Jim was posted as a Private Storeman Tech.  Whilst he was a 
storeman he also was a driver and spent most of his time in this role.  This 
meant spending about half his time outside the base at Fire Support Bases 
with 2 RAR and Air Despatch.  Spending time a Fire Support Bases meant 
becoming involved in some clearing patrols, mainly with 3 Cav Reg, and lots 
of picket duty at night.  Jim was also involved in patrols just outside Nui Dat 
called Rat Patrols. 

On 6 August 1971, Jim‟s tour ended and he returned to Australia on a 
Qantas charter.  He was discharged from his National Service obligations in 
February 1971.  Back in civy street, Jim worked in an interior designing 
business and then spent the last fourteen years in real estate.  The last four 
years were as principal of Raine & Horne at The Range in Toowoomba. 

Jim is now retired and lives with his wife Ros on the Gold Coast.  They 
have two grown up children, a boy and a girl.  Jim enjoys art, horse racing and 
golf. 

 
MEMORIES 

“I remember the good times I had at Vung Tau on leave with my old 
mate Ron Carey. 

There are however, also the not so good times that you will always 
remember.  One of these occasions was Christmas Day 1970.  I had just 
come back from the bush by chopper that afternoon.  I‟d had a shower and 
was looking forward to having a beer with my mates.  I was walking down to 
the ORs mess to have a beer and heard three shots ring out.  I can remember 
running to the tent where the shots came from.  Someone was just before me.  
I believe it was the duty officer and  heard him say as we walked in „I want the 
.....who fired those shots.‟  At the time I could not see who it was. Then Pte 
Paul Ferriday walked out and said „I did‟.  He was then taken down and shown 
what he had done.  I just kept walking and went past the sergeant‟s mess 
which was right near where the shots were fired from.  Unfortunately, two 
sergeants had been killed and another badly wounded.  What happened after 
that is a blank.  I was probably in shock.  I never did get to have a drink 
because the camp was immediately put on alert.” 
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NAME: Michael Arthur GROSSE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  April 1969 
DEPARTED:  March 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Mike was called-up for National Service in May 1968 and completed 
his recruit training at Puckapunyal.  After Corps training at Bandiana, he was 
posted to 10 OFP at Holsworthy.  He was happy with this posting as it was 
close to his home at Cabramatta. 

Whilst on an exercise out the back of Holdsworthy, Mike was 
summoned to the Bosses tent.  He was half expecting to be made up to Lance 
Corporal but got a bloody shock when informed by Capt Bamford that he had 
been posted to Vietnam.  That night all he wanted to do was go AWOL to see 
his girlfriend and get married before he left for SVN.  No such luck – but he did 
get engaged before he left. 

April Fools Day 1969 was no joke for Mike.  He boarded a Qantas 
charter and flew to Vietnam.  He remembers being greeted at Nui Dat by Cpl 
Rusty Rowlands and being mortared two or three times in his first two weeks; 
a reminder that this was the real thing.  It wasn‟t long after he arrived that Mike 
soon learned that they were infantry men first and trades people second.  
During the next eleven months he spent a hell of a lot of time outside the wire 
of Nui Dat doing various types of patrols from TAORs to riding shotgun with 
Normie Rowe‟s armoured unit. 

After 337 days in the Sunny Country, Mike hopped on the Freedom 
Bird and back to Australia and Home Sweet Home, or so he thought.  
Following discharge in April 1970 it was back to office work.  He soon became 
bored with this after a few months so he brought a truck.  This lasted for seven 
good years then he was made redundant.  Mike then moved on to Telstra for 
another sixteen years before redundancy struck again.  He now feels that he 
has reached his use by date and is retired. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“The following is a brief summery of the memories I have of SVN: 
The Good - Making Jesse rich on Crown & Anchor pay nights.  Getting 

revenge by backing Rain Lover $10 each way in the 69 Cup – I have never 
backed a winner since. 

The Bad - Kevin Dwyer and myself sitting each side of a land mine 
when out on patrol.   Bill Cooney tyring to kill the floor of our tent (AD). 

The Ugly - Someone pulling a bayonet on Dobo and me in our tent one 
night.  Luckily Dobo had a good right hook that saved the day.” 
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NAME:  Adam GUL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  11 November 1970 
DEPARTED: 12 November 1971 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Adam joined the ARA in April 1969.  After recruit training at Kapooka 
and corps training at Bonegilla, he was posted to 6 OFP in Brisbane in 
September of that year. 

Adam was posted to SVN and arrived there in November 1970.  He 
flew over by Qantas charter with a stop over in Singapore before landing in 
Saigon.  He mainly worked in the clothing store and later on he worked in 
distribution.  During his time at Nui Dat, Adam also went out with the bath unit 
to a couple of Fire support bases.  He remembers going out on one occasion 
with Ron Carey who was his Corporal.  Adam was with the OFP in the final 
phase of its closure and withdrawal from Nui Dat.  He was involved with the 
job of closing the place down and was one of the last lot to leave.  He went to 
Hong Kong for his R & R leave and had a great time.  Adam left Vietnam on 
12 November 1971 to return to Australia. 

After returning from Vietnam, he still had three years to serve in the 
Army which he spent in Seymour, Victoria.  When he was discharged from the 
Army, Adam moved to Melbourne and got married to Penny in 1978 (they 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary in 2003).  They now have two grown 
up daughters.  After the Army, he worked in the one job for eighteen years 
until, like many others, he was made redundant.  Adam then joined Jim‟s 
Mowing for three years before branching out on his own.  He started Berwick 
Village Lawns and now has about 100 customers, which keep him pretty busy. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember I was out at a Fire Support base with Ron Carey.  It was a 
dangerous place so we had the machine gun on the truck.  Ron was getting a 
bit worried and he asked me if I could use it.  I said I couldn‟t even reach it.  
Ron then said that if anything ever happened we were going to be in big 
trouble.  He also never told me that the road we were on was mined until I 
spoke to him some thirty years later.  Thanks Ron!” 
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NAME: Stanley Richard HALL 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  28 January 1968 
DEPARTED:  15 January 1969 

 

 
 

PROFILE 
Stan joined the ARA on 29 April 1959.  He was at 3 CAD (Ammo 

Depot) Marrangaroo when he received his posting to Vietnam.  His trip over 
was a Pacific cruise on HMAS “Sydney”, arriving in Vietnam on 28 January 
1968, just in time for the TET Offensive. 

Stan‟s posting was as a Sergeant Clerk in the Control Office.  In April 
1968 he spent a couple of weeks at the American Base of “Bear Cat”.  This 
was followed, in May, with two to three weeks at FSB “Coral”.  Stan was at 
Coral when it was the subject of much attention by the VC and NVA in several 
nightly attacks on the Fire Support Base.  He was also involved in three TAOR 
ambush patrols with a platoon from 2 RAR, which lasted forty-eight hours. 

Stan‟s tour ended in January 1969 and he returned to Australia, this 
time by a Qantas charter flight.  He remained in the Army until he took his 
discharge on 29 April 1979, after twenty years service.  He was a WO2 when 
discharged and had spent the latter part of his career in AHQ Canberra. 

After discharge, Stan worked at the Royal Military College Duntroon 
and when the Australian Defence Force Academy opened in 1986, he 
transferred to the ADFA until he resigned in 1993.  He lives in Canberra with 
his wife Ruth and enjoys reading and a game of golf. 

 
MEMORIES 

“While at „Bear Cat‟, Colin Cross and I hitched a ride to the canteen 
with an American driving a petrol tanker.  We soon discovered the driver was 
„high‟ on something when he backed the tanker into a large storm water drain 
and the tanker slowly toppled onto its side.  Colin and I fell on top of the driver.  
Fortunately he wasn‟t hurt.  We pushed the windscreen out and left the scene 
in a big hurry. 

At FSB ‟Coral‟ at about 0200 hours every night we would receive a half 
hour of mortar and rocket fire.  A couple of rounds landed near the tent in 
which all the clothing was stored, and all the clothing had shrapnel holes in it 
and had to be written off. 

I met the Prime Minister, John Gorton, when he visited the TFMA.  
Unfortunately I had to forgo a couple of days leave in Vung Tau for the 
„honour‟.  For the first three or four months, the senior NCOs used the 2 RAR 
Sergeant‟s Mess until our own mess was built. 

I enjoyed the company of Peter Finch, Phil Shepherd and Tony 
Flanagan who were my tent companions.  Also Colin Cross became a good 
friend.” 
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NAME: Trevor John HALLEWELL 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED: 23 September 1968 
DEPARTED:    3 September 1969 
 
 
 
PROFILE 

 
Trevor was called up for National Service training in October 1967.  He 

did his training at 3TB Singleton, Bandiana, and then to Enoggera.  Trevor 
arrived in Vietnam by Qantas charter flight in October 1968. 

He was posted as a Private „Storeman Technical‟ and other duties 
included Patrols and Batman. 

His tour ended in September 1969 and he returned home by Qantas 
charter, and discharged in October 1969. 

On his return, he moved from the Gold Coast to Caloundra to work in a 
Menswear store with a previous co-worker from the Gold Coast.  He 
commenced volunteer work with the then Queensland Ambulance Transport 
Brigade (QATB) finally taking up a permanent position in December 1972.  He 
worked his way up in the service commencing at Kingaroy, then transferred to 
Hervey Bay, Tin Can Bay, Kilcoy and finally back to Caloundra in 1992.  After 
27 years Ambulance service, his declining health after major surgery for 
Prostate Cancer in 1998, he had no choice but to accept redundancy in 1999. 

Trevor has been married to Phyl for 32 years, and has one daughter 
Tracey, and cherished grand-daughter Taylor.  Trevor‟s great passion has 
been fishing, and paddling his kayak, but further health issues now restricts 
these activities. 

 
 
 

 
MEMORIES 
 

Sharing a tent with Graeme Clough, „Joe‟ Scicluna and Terry Anderson 
(Crockery) and shared good times with the blokes from the neighbouring tents.  
Seeing all the fellows lining up for a haircut from Joe (the barber!) on a regular 
basis. 
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NAME: Richard Michael (Rick) HALLIN 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  11 December 1967 
DEPARTED:   2 April 1968 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Rick joined the ARA in early 1966.  He was at 6 OFP in Brisbane when 

he received his posting to the Detachment which was serving in Vietnam.  
After a flight over on a Qantas charter, he arrived in country on 11 December 
1967. 

He was posted as a Private Storeman and Bath Operator.  Rick‟s first 
outing with the Bath Unit was to FSB Anderson.  He also got involved in TFMA 
patrols, pickets on the wire and going shotgun on convoys.  Rick returned to 
Australia in April 1968 and realizing the Army was not for him, got discharged 
and returned to civilian life. 

For the next twenty years Rick was a kangaroo shooter before getting 
a job with Australia Post as a driver.  He later became a Network Manager 
with Australia Post until he was retrenched in 1990.  Soon after this he had to 
retire due to ill health and became a DVA sponsored retiree. 

Rick lives with his wife Anna, on acreage just outside Coonabarabran, 
NSW.  They have raised five children who have provided them with five 
grandchildren.  Tending to his large garden on the property keeps Rick out of 
trouble.  He is also interested in photography. 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember on one occasion some blokes came running out of a store 

shed yelling out that there was a snake inside.  This did not present a problem 
for a young country boy.  I just grabbed a machete and went in and chopped 
its head off. 

I enjoyed doing pickets on the American mobile howitzer unit‟s wire 
and talking to the Yank guys.  Their 175mm guns (Long Toms) certainly made 
a noise when they went off. 

I also remember being selected for a general education course in Vung 
Tau, which was a nice change of scenery for a while.” 
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NAME: Arthur Frederick HARTWIG 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1966 
DEPARTED:  May 1967 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Arthur Joined the ARA on 10 August 1959. He was at 1 OFP when it 
was announced that a Detachment from the unit would be sent to Vietnam, 
along with other units, to be part of the 1st Australian Task Force (1 ATF). 
Arthur was selected to go with the Detachment as the Orderly Room Corporal.  
After a flight over on a Qantas charter, he arrived in Vietnam in May 1966. 

Arthur, along with other unit members, had a busy time setting up and 
digging in the unit which was originally located near SAS Hill.  He returned to 
Australia with the rest of the unit in May 1967, by way of a RAAF C130 
Hercules to Darwin and Ansett Airlines to Sydney. 

On his return to Australia, Arthur remained in the Army until his 
discharge on 13 August 1989.  He was a WO1 when he left the Army after 
serving thirty years and four days.  After the Army, he worked for the State 
Branch of the RSL in NSW for nine and a half years before eventually retiring 
in 1999, after being granted a TPI pension. 

Arthur currently lives in Sydney with his wife and is kept busy looking 
after his grandchildren. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“1 OFP (Det) at Nui Dat was located in an area that, after the move to 
the final site of 1 OFP, became a quarry.  One memory I have is of our two 
gun pits.  One faced down towards Luscombe Field and the other one, which I 
was involved with, faced SAS Hill.  Our gun pit, after digging for days and 
days, got to about four feet deep complete with overhead cover. In frustration 
and by necessity we built and above ground gun post.  The other pit was built 
in a soft area and took little time to complete and eventually became our prime 
area of responsibility.  I must admit that even though it was not the deepest 
pit, and had about six inches of water in it, I was thankful to be in it when the 
Task force was mortared the night before the battle of Long Tan.” 
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NAME: Henry Charles HEYER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  9 December 1968 
DEPARTED:  26 November 1969 
 
 
PROFILE 

Henry joined the ARA in February 1967.  He was stationed at 1 BOD 
when he received his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas 
charter, he arrived in SVN on 9 December 1968. 

Henry was a Private Clerk Tech in the Control Office when he arrived.  
His duties included issues, receipts, counter service and audit.  Henry was 
promoted to Corporal in September 1969.  Beside his regular duties he was 
also required to go as shot gun for the bath unit, two TAOR (TFMA) patrols, 
laundry runs to Baria, Bulk Break with Sid Brent in Bien Hoa and wet runs to 
the Badcoe Club in Vung Tau. 

Henry returned to Australia on a Qantas charter on 26 November 
1969.  He continued his career in the Army which included seven years 
working on the redeveloped computerised supply system “SSRP”.  Henry took 
his discharge after twenty-six years service in January 1993.  At the time of his 
discharge, he had reached the rank of Major. 

He is now retired and living on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland.  He 
spends his time sculpting figurines / toy soldiers which he sells.  He does a 
pretty fair model of a Light Horse if anyone‟s interested. In his spare time he is 
a soccer referee and past president, secretary and coach of the Sunshine 
Coast branch.  He is also known to be handy around the house. 

 
MEMORIES 
“Things I remember:- 

I got a cake from Australia for my 20th Birthday on 21 July ‟69, the day 
Armstrong walked on the moon.  Roger Nettle dropped Nicko for one Chad 
Morgan record too many. This was at Nicko‟s birthday party in March 1969. 

Ray Jessen, Keith Stolberg and Bill Dobson running crown and 
anchor, two-up games etc.  Hunting down gopha drinkers to get more cans.  
Hiding „supplies‟ in our rifle pit out the back. 

Punch-ups in the canteen with the truckies and others.  Missing curfew 
in Vung Tau and being in deep „do dos‟. 

Doing a TAOR patrol with Cpl Tits Turner, when we were moved 
before night fall because artillery was shelling the original area.  We stayed 
buried in our new location all night to scared to move a muscle.  I was charged 
the next day because my pull through got stuck in my rifle when I was cleaning 
it.  I would have got away with it if „Q‟ hadn‟t called in the armourer to clear it. 

I shared the last tent at the top of the hill with Bob (Nicko) Nicholson, 
Bill Dobson and Roger Nettle.  There were mostly Nashos in the unit and they 
were all good blokes.” 
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NAME: Ronald James HOLTEN 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP – 1 ARU 
 
ARRIVED:  8 Jan 1968 
DEPARTED:  21 Jan 1969 
 
 
 
 
PROFILE 
 
 

Ron joined the ARA in 1964.  He was a parachute rigger at 2 BOD Det, 
Leichhardt when he was posted to Vietnam.  After a trip over on a Qantas 
charter he landed in country on 8 January 1968. 

Ron was posted as a Corporal Storeman in the Q Store and served 
with S/Sgt. Stan Boldiston.  During his time with the OFP he went with Stan to 
the American Base of “Bear Cat” in May 1968 and then to Fire Support Base 
“Coral” where he spent a week.  He was at FSB “Coral” when it was attacked.  
Ron was then transferred to 1 ARU as CQMS and promoted to Sergeant.  He 
remained at 1 ARU until he returned to Australia on 21 January 1969. 

Ron had the following postings after his return – HQ COMM Z at 
Moore Park in Sydney, 7 RAR Holdsworthy as CQMS of “C” Coy., 5/7 RAR as 
CQMS Admin Coy. and then to 1 RTB Kapooka in 1973.  He remained at 
Kapooka until his discharge from the Army in 1976. 

After the Army, Ron worked as a Ranger for the Shoalhaven City 
Council.  He is now retired, on a TPI pension, and lives alone with his little 
Maltese terrier named Sally. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember one particular occasion, just after the TET Offensive in 
1968, when they sprayed defoliant on the foliage at the end of the airstrip.  
During the spraying nobody remembered to cover the water tower which was 
situated in that area.  Water in the tower was used for the troop‟s drinking 
water.  About a week later, all the jerry cans were collected and they burnt 
them.  Nothing was ever said about it.  Makes you wonder doesn‟t it.  I still 
suffer from skin rashes to this day. 

 
I treasure the memories of all the people I met in Vietnam.” 
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NAME: Francis George (George) HURREN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  3 June 1969 
DEPARTED:  28 May 1970 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
George joined the ARA on 10 July 1967.  He was stationed at 6 OFP 

at Enoggera when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam on 3 
June 1969 after a flight over on a Qantas Charter. 

George was posted as a Corporal Storeman.  As well as his storeman 
duties, he was also involved in convoy escort duties, TAOR patrols under the 
command of 6 RAR, perimeter pickets and the 1 ATF ready reaction force.  He 
spent some time deployed to Fire Support Bases (Peggy is one he 
remembers). 

George returned to Australia on 28 May 1969 and continued on in the 
Army.  From 1973 to 1974 he served with the ANZUK Force in Singapore, as 
a Sergeant, and from 1975 to 1976 he served with a RAE unit at Coopers 
Plains in Brisbane.  He took his discharge in 1976 and in 1977 he rejoined the 
Queensland Police Force.  George stayed in the Police Force until he retired 
on 1 August 2005.  He was a Senior Sergeant in charge of the Nerang Police 
Station, on the Gold Coast, at the time of his retirement. 

He lives with his wife Jennifer on the Gold Coast in Queensland, and 
now that he is retired, George plans to learn to paint, learn foreign languages 
and travel Australia. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My main memory of Vietnam is the comradeships formed with mates 

that still last to this day.  I can never forget the rain and being continually wet 
when out in the bush on ambush duties.” 
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NAME: Kenneth Brian HUSSELL 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det), 6 OFP (Det), 1 OFP, HQ 1ATF 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  April 1967 
DEPARTED:  February 1968 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  1970 
DEPARTED:  1971 

 

PROFILE 
Ken was put into the Australian Regular Army in 1958 by his father who signed him 

up for eight years, and Ken had no say in this.  When you are sixteen years old it is difficult 
to appreciate where you might be at age 24.  Ken entered the ARA as an Apprentice 
Musician in 1958, and in 1964 was accepted into the Officer Cadet School, Portsea, to 
commence training to become a commissioned officer in the Army.  Although graduating to 
RAAOC, Ken spent his first year as a Platoon Commander at Kapooka. 

He was then posted to 6OFP at Gaythorne in Brisbane preparatory to his posting 
to SVN.  It was on exercise Barra Winga in 1966 that he got to know his soldiers. In April 
1967, Ken arrived in SVN to commence what was to be his first tour in Vietnam.  He was 
OC 6OFP (Det) which officially took over from 1 OFP (Det) in May 1967.  He was 
subsequently given additional responsibilities as OC TFMA and promoted to Lieutenant.   

Ken left SVN in February 1968 and on his return was initially posted to the AOD in 
Bandianna.  From there he went to the RAAOC Centre as an Instructor on the Officers 
Advanced Wing.  He remained there until his return to SVN in 1970 for his second tour.  
This time he was posted to Task Force Headquarters as the Task Force Ordnance Officer 
(TFOO).  Ken's tour of duty ended in 1971 when he was repatriated to Australia, injured as 
a result of an accident requiring surgery. 

On his return to Australia, subsequent postings between 1971-1978 were as 
Adjutant at 21 Supply Battalion, OOTF Townsville, SO2 Sups/A/Comd 51 Sup Bn, Perth. 
Ken's final posting in the Army was as Assistant Corps Inspector in Canberra from 1978 
until he retired in 1979. 

Ken's civilian career, until he retired in 1998, included positions as Manager Office 
Services, Australian National Gallery, Project Officer, Australian War Memorial- a farmer 
for a couple of years - and finally as a Director of Katlib Services, Canberra. 

Following his retirement, Ken lives on a property in Cowra, central west N.S.W. 
where he farms Murray Grey cattle and grows lucerne, Oats and wheat on his 120 acre 
property.  He is married to Patricia (Trish), and they have five children.  They adopted their 
eldest son Ben in 1988 and the remaining four children are currently State Wards, all with 
disabilities.  Ken and Trish hope their year long efforts to adopt these children will bear fruit 
sooner rather than later, as trying to raise children under the legal control of DoCS will test 
the patience of a Saint, every day!  Ken's interests include farming, gardening and 
providing long term and emergency care for disabled and disadvantaged children.  
MEMORIES 

“I had the good fortune to hand pick all of my soldiers for SVN.  Not one of them 
ever let me down.  I am both proud and humbled to have commanded such a wonderful 
gathering of men. Their loyalty and service I will take with me to my grave.  

Disappointments.- I would have been better off without some of my senior NCOs. 
On a brighter note! - I agreed with "Blue" Stoker one Friday after-noon that I would 

unload the next supply truck that came in.  It was the wet season, pissing down rain and 
we were having a few beers.  The truck came in and I got behind the wheel of the tractor 
and unloaded the supplies to the loud applause from my soldiers who were of course, 
enjoying their cold beers!!.” 
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NAME: Henry William (Harry) IND 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1969 
DEPARTED:  March 1970 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 
Harry was called up for National Service in July 1967 and was posted to 

HQ Puckapunyal area as a Cook.  Nearing the end of his National Service, he 
extended for another year so as to be able to go to Vietnam.  In March 1969 
he left Australia via a C130 from Richmond NSW, flying straight to Nui Dat for 
service as a Private Cook with 1OFP in the Sergeants/Officers Messes 
kitchen. 

On his days off (work one day on and have one day off), he use to help 
Harry Stephens with the laundry run to Baria, and sometimes go to Saigon 
with the Paymaster as his shotgun guard. 

Harry‟s tour of duty ended in March 1970 when he returned to Australia 
with a shattered knee, injured during construction work for Civil Affairs at the 
village of Bin Gai.  He returned to Australia on a medivac flight (another C130) 
that went via RAAF Butterworth.  Due to the nature of the injuries to some on 
the flight, they had a forced stay at Butterworth for five days. 

Harry was discharged in July 1970 but later (after not finding a job which 
he liked), he re-signed back into the Army for another 18 years, finally getting 
out in 1988 after twenty-one years service. 

Harry is still hard at work delivering Fruit and Vegies to householders in 
the Eastern Suburbs of Melbourne.  He lives with his wife Fran in Boronia, in 
Melbourne.  They have raised four children 
 
 
 
MEMORIES 
 

“I was a fibrous plasterer before going into the army, which was recorded 
in my record of service. 

The Civil Affairs were building a meeting house in a place called BIN GIA.  
They needed a hard plasterer to render the walls (never have done that 
before) but I was the only plasterer there at the time so I got the job. 

Whilst fitting a veranda to a concrete lintel, there was a gap between the 
wood and the concrete, so to get it flush we tightened the wood to the 
concrete but instead of the wood pulling to the concrete the concrete came out 
to the wood causing the bricks to fall down on top of us resulting in some of us 
getting injured, which resulted in a stay at the Hospital at Nui Dat for some of 
us.” 
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NAME: David Keith JAMISON 
 
UNIT/S: 101 Field Workshop Stores Section 
              1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1966 
DEPARTED:  May 1967 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

David joined the ARA as a career Army Officer in 1963.  He attended the 
Officers Cadet School of Australia, Portsea and graduated as a Second Lieutenant.  
He was OC of 101 Field Workshop Stores Section at Ingleburn, when the unit 
received notice of it‟s posting to Vietnam.  David and the unit arrived in Vung Tau in 
May 1966 after a flight over with Qantas via Manila. 

In August 1966, David replaced Lt Norm Clarke as OC of 1 OFP (Det).  Lt 
Clarke had been seriously burned in an accident during land clearing activities within 
the OFP area.  Shortly after he arrived in Nui Dat, David was accompanying the Task 
Force Ordnance Officer on an inspection of the laundry contractor‟s premises at near 
by Baria when they were caught up in a VC mortar attack on the town.  Fortunately no 
one was injured.  David also survived the mortar attack on the Unit, the night before 
the Battle of Long Tan.  During his time at Nui Dat he also managed to fit in a patrol 
with 1 ARU to the Binh Ba region. 

The unit was replaced by a Detachment of 6 OFP in May 1967 and David and 
his men returned to Australia via Vung Tau / Darwin by Hercules and Darwin / Sydney 
by Lockheed Electra.  On returning to Australia, David continued his career in the 
Army and was promoted to the rank of Colonel in 1987. He was appointed a Member 
of the Order of Australia in 1997 for exceptional service as the Army‟s Director of 
Capital Procurement. 

Following discharge from the Army in 1997, David continued to utilize the 
skills he acquired in the Army. He is currently a Joint Managing Director of Logistics 
Consultants International Pty Ltd.  In his spare time he also managed to qualify as a 
white water raft guide and has been involved as an Adventure Leader on three 
international white water rafting trips. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“During the first few days after arriving at Nui Dat I was shelled in Baria, shot 
at in Hoa Long and mortared in Nui Dat.  This was a bit of a worry for an essentially 
peaceful bloke. 

I went on a patrol with 1 ARU reinforcements to the Binh Ba region and I was 
left stranded for quite some time in a paddock with John Graham (Platoon 
Commander) waiting for his platoon to arrive.  To this day I do not know why we 
weren‟t part of a „slick‟ arriving together in the AO as briefed. 

I always regretted the lack of proper reception arrangements on returning to 
Australia, especially as the National Service blokes had no proper farewell from the 
Army or the unit.  We all scattered to our various locations and it took years for most of 
us to regain contact with each other.” 
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NAME: Raymond Peter JESSEN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  7 January 1969 
DEPARTED:  13 December 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Ray was called-up for National Service in the 11th Intake in 1968.  He 

was with 6 OFP, Enoggera when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in 
Vietnam on 7 January 1969, after a flight over on a RAAF C130 Hercules. 

Ray‟s posting was as a Private Storeman.  After a few months he 
undertook a Clerk‟s Course and, after qualifying, was then posted to the 
Orderly Room as a Clerk to work with WO2 George Foster.  He managed to 
score a two week stint in Saigon on guard duty and he also undertook TFMA 
Patrols. 

Ray was well known as one of the major organisers of the Crown and 
Anchor games.  At one stage it appeared like Ray had the franchise for the 
game for the entire Task Force Base.  His tour ended on 13 December 1969 
and he returned home on a Qantas charter.  Not long after his return he was 
discharged from his National Service obligations. 

Ray returned to his civilian job as a Manager of a tyre store.  After a 
couple of years he moved on and ran a panel repair business for about five 
years.  His next job was as a Publican in the hotel industry, which lasted for 
about seven or eight years.  His last job was as the owner of a crane truck 
which was hired by wholesale landscaping suppliers for heavy lifting. 

Ray retired in 2005 and his plan is to become a “grey nomad” just as 
soon as he can organise it.  He lives in Brisbane with his wife Robyn.  They 
have raised two boys (twins) and have four grandchildren. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“One mate I remember is Bill Stolberg.  Bill and I come home together.  

Unfortunately Bill broke his neck in the first game he played with Easts, after 
coming home, and died as a result. 

I remember the occasion when the ammo bay went up.  Everyone 
thought the base was under attack and we had to stand to.  I remember John 
Walker, who worked in the ammo dump, came running over the hill looking as 
white as a ghost.  After a couple of hours they woke up that it wasn‟t an attack 
and we stood down.” 

 
 



 142 

NAME: Richard Edward (Dick) KENNEDY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – HQ 1 ALSG – 17 Construction Sqn. 
 
ARRIVED:   8 May 1968 
DEPARTED:  15 April 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Dick was called up for National Service on 19 April 1967.  After recruit 

training he was allocated to the Catering Corps.  He was attached to the 
Eastern Command Catering Pool at Victoria Barracks, Sydney when he got 
his posting to Vietnam. 

Dick flew over to Vietnam on a Qantas charter in May 1968.  His first 
posting was to HQ 1 ALSG in Vung Tau as a Pool Cook.  Whilst in Vung Tau 
he spent time with 17 Construction Squadron, the Badcoe Club and at HQ 1 
ALSG.  Dick was then posted to 17 Construction Squadron‟s section at Nui 
Dat.  He also spent a short time at The Provost Company, Signals and 161 
Recce Flight before being posted to the ORs Mess at 1 OFP in December 
1968. 

Whilst he was with 17 Construction Squadron, Dick spent some time 
out bush with the land clearing team.  He also spent some time with the OFP 
Forward Detachment when it was deployed to Bien Hoa in February 1969. 

Dick returned to Australia in April 1969, just in time to be discharged 
from his National Service obligations.  He returned to his old job with the 
Commercial Bank of Australia in Sydney.  In January 1970 he married his wife 
Libby.  Dick left his bank job in January 1971 and then worked for two finance 
companies (Custom Credit and Citicorp).  His next move was to open his own 
hardware shop in Sydney, which he ran for three years before selling it and 
moving to Albury, NSW.  From 1977 he worked for Milos & Sons, Ford Credit 
and Centrelease Finance.  Dick then brought and sold a milk run and became 
a vending machine contractor, working the pubs and clubs, before retiring due 
to ill health in November 1999.  He was granted the TPI pension in February 
2000. 

Dick devotes his spare time to his family, golf and travelling. 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

”The best memory I have of Vietnam is meeting my mate Ray 
Atkinson, who I have nicknamed „LC‟, for reasons that those who know him 
will understand. 

My worst memory was finding an unexploded VC mortar between 
myself and the truck I was sleeping next to.” 
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NAME: James Ralph KNIGHT 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP – 2 AOD 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  17 January 1968 
DEPARTED:   14 January 1969 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  17 September 1970 
DEPARTED:   16 September 1971 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Jim joined the ARA on 13 June 1962.  He was an Instructor – 

Promotions Courses at the RAAOC Centre when he received his posting to 
Vietnam.  In January 1968, Jim boarded HMAS Sydney for the trip to Vietnam. 

Jim was posted to the position of WO2 Stores Supervisor as a 
Sergeant on promotion to WO2.  After only three weeks in the unit he was 
detached to 2 AOD, Vung Tau to supervise the operation of the Vehicle Park. 
This ended up being a permanent detachment and Jim never got to return to 
the OFP. 

He returned to Australia in January 1969 and continued in the Army.  
He was posted to the RAAOC Centre, R & T Wing as the CSM.  The next 
posting was back to Vietnam to 2 AOD as the DSM from September 1970 to 
September 1971.  Jim retired from the Army in 1989 after serving for twenty 
seven years.  He was a Captain at the time of his discharge.  

In civy street Jim worked as the Stores Supervisor - Austral Coaches, 
Warehouse Manager – Western Star Trucks, Inventory Manager – Coachair 
and finally Inventory Controller – Dynamic Turbocharger Services.  He retired 
on 2 July 2004.  Jim lives with his wife Rhonda in Runcorn a suburb of 
Brisbane.   They have raised two daughters and currently have one grandson. 

In retirement his interests are mainly travel, both overseas and within 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
MEMORIES 

 
“Because I spent only three weeks in Nui Dat I don‟t have many 

memories of the OFP, but I remember some of the characters; Wally Hush, 
Peter Finch, Stan Boldiston and Mike Clark.” 
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NAME: John Frederick KOCH 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1969 
DEPARTED:  May 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
John joined the ARA on 25 May 1959.  During the next ten years of his 

service he spent some time in Army aviation with postings to 182 Recce Flight 
and 16 Army Light Aircraft Squadron.  He served three years in Malaya and 
Borneo.  John was stationed at 6 OFP Enoggera when he received his posting 
to Vietnam.  He arrived at Nui Dat in May 1969 after a flight over on a Qantas 
charter. 

He was posted as a Corporal Storeman and served in the Bath Unit for 
about the first five months of his service.  The remainder of his tour was in Self 
Service and for awhile in the Orderly Room.  As well as these duties, John 
also was involved in a few TAOR patrols and the odd Civil Affairs job.  Due to 
a minor mishap with Military Law, he was demoted in rank and then promoted 
back again soon after.  He returned to Australia in May 1970 after spending 
one year and one day in Vietnam. 

John returned to the OFP at Enoggera for a short time.  He was then 
posted to Central Clothing Store in Brisbane, where he remained until he was 
discharged on 25 May 1980 after twenty-one years service.  After his 
discharge, he worked as a civilian gardener at 11 Field Regiment, RAA, in 
Brisbane until he was offered a redundancy package in 1992 and decided to 
flee from the working scene. 

John is now retired and living with his wife, Denise, in Brisbane.  They 
have travelled the world quite extensively, including all of Europe, USA, India, 
Kathmandu, Egypt etc etc and of course Brunswick Heads NSW. 

 
MEMORIES 

“I would like to say that I have never met a group of men who were so 
friendly, and the mateship among the mere thirty guys was so strong that it 
lasts even to-day, some thirty-five years or so afterwards. 

I still remember the old tent, the red mud, the piss-a-phones the boys 
used to fall in to, drinking beer in the rain, the old mess and some p#!^ks 
stealing our water at night. 

Not many Ordnance guys heard of the OFP, and for one, I am glad of 
that situation.  For us OFP guys, our mateship and being in control of the 
demon drink kept us in a unique sort of way like a big happy family.  But there 
is always one fly in the ointment and some Captains just don‟t know how 
scorpions got into their boots.  I don‟t think for a moment that I ever met an 
OFP digger I didn‟t like to this day.” 
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NAME: Allen John LACEY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  4 August 1968 
DEPARTED:  4 July 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Allen was called-up for National Service on 12 July 1967.  He was 
stationed at 2 OFP at Moorebank when he got his posting to Vietnam.  Allen 
arrived in Vietnam on 4 August 1968, after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

He was initially posted as a Private Storeman and later on he was 
promoted to Lance Corporal, when he took over from John Redman as the 
Batman for Captain Gault.  During his tour, Allen was also required to go on 
patrols and act as shotgun for Civil Affairs.  His tour ended on 4 July 1969 and 
he returned to Australia to be discharged from National Service soon after. 

When he returned to civy street he got a job with a hardware store in 
Campbelltown which his parents had lined up for him. 

Allen is now semi retired and working in a truck spare parts warehouse 
doing despatch work and invoicing.  In his spare time he enjoys following all 
sports.  He lives with his wife Patricia in Dubbo, NSW.  They have a son, 
Michael, and one granddaughter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My main memory of Vietnam is of having been able to work with a 

good bunch of guys in 1 OFP during my time over there.  I still keep in contact 
with most of them and enjoy meeting up with them at reunions. 
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NAME: Ronald George LEWIS 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  June 1971 
DEPARTED:  December 1971 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Ron joined the ARA in 1951 and served with the 1st Battalion RAR in 

Korea.  After returning from Korea the battalion was partially disbanded and 
Ron, along with four others, was posted to the 1st INF BDE OFP at Singleton.  
He left the Army for two years and rejoined again and returned to Ordnance. 

In 1971 Ron was serving at an Ordnance Depot in Singleton when he 
was called up to the Orderly Room.  He was told he was being posted to 
Vietnam and on having a good look at the signal saw that it had the wrong 
serial number and the wrong initials.  The signal was for a “Jack” Lewis and it 
was sent back to say a mistake had been made.  Two days later the Boss 
called Ron up again.  This time the signal was correct and “he can go to” had 
been added.  Jack Lewis ended up in Vung Tau. 

Ron arrived in Nui Dat on 30 June 1971.  He was a Sergeant in charge 
of the Self Serve Store (commonly known as „The Big W”) under Lt Garry 
Downs.  He was also responsible for the ORs beer conex.  As well as serving 
with the OFP at Nui Dat, Ron also served at Vung Tau when elements of the 
OFP moved there as Australian‟s involvement in SVN wound down.  He 
returned to Australia on 12 December 1971. 

Ron continued in the Army on his return from SVN, serving in various 
Ordnance units.  He was discharged in 1984 after a total of thirty-one years in 
the Army. (28 in Ordnance and 3 in 1 RAR).  After his discharge, Ron worked 
for another nine and a half years as a civilian employee at the Singleton Army 
camp.  He is now retired and living with his wife Betty in Singleton. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I can remember one morning, when opening the self service store, we 

could hear scratching and rustling noises inside.  Upon further investigation 
we found that there was a great big green lizard, about six to seven feet long 
(huge), making a nest under the Corporal clerk‟s desk.  Well the bloody thing 
hissed and we all looked for higher standing.  Fortunately it left after a while 
and headed straight for the Officers lines.  It knew where to go!!!. 

On another occasion a fellow sergeant (who shall remain nameless) 
was to deliver the soap powder to the Vietnamese laundry.  Off he went with a 
driver and shotgun guard.  About fifteen minutes later he was back.  He 
claimed a Vietnamese in black clothes was shooting at him and he wasn‟t 
going out there again that day.  So I said I would go.  I did the run, returning 
safe and sound.  I heard nothing, saw nothing only the normal locals going 
about their business.” 
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NAME: James Allan LING 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  15 April 1970 
DEPARTED:  14 May 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
 
Jim‟s Army career started with the CMF.  He was with 1 RTR, 

Patterson Barracks, Launceston for eighteen months before he joined the 
ARA on 25 March 1963.  Jim was initially allocated to the Infantry Corps and 
served with 1 RAR before transferring to Ordnance in early 1965.   He was 
serving with 2 BOD when he received his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight 
over on a Qantas charter he arrived in Nui Dat on 15 April 1970. 

Jim was posted to the OFP as a Corporal Clerk and worked in the 
Control Office.  He was at the OFP for only a month before he was posted to 2 
AOD Vung Tau as part of the downsizing at the OFP.  During his time in 
Vietnam Jim did his share of TFMA Patrols and was also involved in Shotgun 
escort duties. 

His tour ended on 14 May 1971 and Jim returned home to continue his 
career in the Army.  During the remainder of his career he was posted to the 
following units; 611 Supply Coy (Tasmania), 3 BOD (Melbourne), 2 Signal 
Regt. (Watsonia), 2 BOD (Sydney), 2 Cav. Regt. (Holdsworthy), back to 2 
BOD and finally to the Brisbane Logistic Battalion.  Jim took his discharge in 
April 1993 when he retired as a WO2 after thirty years service. 

After the Army, Jim got a job with Chubb as a Security Guard.  He also 
maintained his Army connection by serving in the Emergency Reserve.  He 
retired in 1997 due to ill health and receives a TPI pension. 

Jim lives with his wife Val in Burpengary, just North of Brisbane.  They 
both enjoy travelling and have made many trips overseas.  He is involved with 
his local RSL Sub-Branch as a volunteer Pension‟s Case Officer.  Jim is also 
working on becoming an Advocate and hopes to achieve this in the near 
future. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I especially remember the day I was chosen as an escort, to go with 

the Chaplin from 1 ALSG, out to the MAAT Teams run by the AATTV in Phuoc 
Tuy Province.  The trips were used for the re-supply of stores; mail etc to the 
AATTV members who were advising the local ARVN soldiers at several bases 
throughout the province.  It was a very interesting day and I saw and visited 
many places in the province that, in normal circumstances, I would never have 
seen.” 
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NAME: Gregory Walter (Locky) LOCKYER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   12 December 1970 
DEPARTED:  17 December 1971 
 
 

PROFILE 
Greg joined the ARA in 1968 and was allocated to the Ordnance Corps.  He 

was serving with 1 BOD when he was posted to SVN in December 1970.  He flew 
over to Saigon by Qantas and then up to Nui Dat by USAF C130.  Greg particularly 
remembers that the Yank pilot took three goes at landing, which was a great comfort 
at the time. 

He was originally allocated to the Q Store as the transport private (he took 
over from Lou Fatone who returned home) and served with Ron Dhu and Trevor 
Alonzo.  Greg‟s duties included transport tasking, servicing and weekly inspection of 
the unit‟s vehicles, and twice-weekly laundry runs to Baria.  Every now and again he 
replaced blokes on the shower unit at fire support bases.  By July 1971 the unit had 
started to wind down and Greg was detached to 2 AOD at Vung Tau.  He returned for 
the last two weeks to help pack up.  He was the fork lift driver (Size 7 Case) and also 
spent some time delivering ammo to 3 RAR and 162 Recce Flight.  He also managed 
to undertake some patrols with 3 RAR.  By December 1971, Australia‟s role in 
Vietnam was just about over and Greg returned to Australia. 

Greg went on to complete thirty years in the Army and finished up as a Major 
(he doesn‟t know how!!) by the time he was discharged in 1998.  Following his 
discharge he was a brickies labourer for nine months before getting his TPI.  He has 
been married twice and has four sons.  He had difficulties settling down after 
retirement, but heart problems now mean he has to take life a bit easier.  Greg is now 
retired and living with one of his sons in WA. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I think the only bad memory I have of Vietnam would be the night that the 

Sergeant‟s Mess was shot up by a Pte Ferriday.  Two were killed and one badly 
injured.  This happened on Christmas Day 1970.  Myself and three others were sitting 
just off to the left of the Mess when Ferriday came up behind us and let fly with a full 
mag of his SLR.  I almost shit myself when it happened. 

On a lighter note – One night six of us from the OFP drew guard duty on two 
Centurion tanks at the rubbish dump at the Dat.  At 0100 hrs I was radioed by the Duty 
Officer on SAS Hill and told he was changing frequencies on the radio set.  I said OK 
and just sat behind the twin 50 Cals.  Around twenty minutes later this Rover came to 
a crashing halt behind the tanks.  The DO got out and started to abuse the f*%k out of 
me  „Why didn‟t I change the radio frequency on the tank?‟ – when I told him that he 
didn‟t ask me to as he said he was changing, I didn‟t expect to myself.  He took me 
behind a couple of trees and literally kicked my arse, and it f*%ken hurt, so I dropped 
the prick.  He didn‟t come to for awhile and I thought I had killed the wanker.  I got into 
heaps of shit but to the DOs credit, he didn‟t tell anyone about getting punched out. 

I have a story to tell about Dave Peak, but because I‟m a gentleman I won‟t 
put it in writing.  If anyone wants to know, they will have to get me full first. (Sorry 
Dave!!)  We had a lot of fun over there and that outweighs the bad shit by miles.” 
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NAME: Paul Francis MALHERBE 
 
UNIT/S:  2 COD & 1 OFP 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  April 1966 
DEPARTED:  April 1967 
2nd Tour 

ARRIVED:  October 1970 
DEPARTED:  October 1971 
 
 

PROFILE 

 

Paul joined the ARA on 4 March 1964.  His first tour of Vietnam was as a 
Private Storeman with 2 COD at Vung Tau between April 1966 and April 1967.  
He was stationed at 3 BOD when he got his posting to 1 OFP in October 1970 
for his second tour of Vietnam.  On this occasion, Paul was a Sergeant in 
charge of the TFMA Distribution Centre. 

As well as his normal duties, he was required to undertake TFMA patrols.  
Paul‟s tour ended in October 1971 and he returned to Australia on a Qantas 
charter flight.  He continued his career in the Army with postings to 
Broadmeadows in Melbourne and the Army Apprentices School in Balcombe.  
Paul took his discharge in 1976 after twelve years in the Army.  He was a 
Sergeant at the time of his discharge. 

After the Army, Paul became a builder and is still currently working in the 
building industry.  He lives with his wife Patricia in Castlemaine in Victoria and 
his spare time is taken up helping to look after his young grand daughter. 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember the good times meeting lots of people, including Yanks and 

Kiwis, and I also remember my first tour of Vietnam as a Private. 
Unfortunately, the shooting in the Sergeant‟s Mess on the night of 

Christmas Day 1970 is something I will never forget.  I remember disarming 
one of my fellow Sergeants, who I shared a tent with, who was going to shoot 
Paul Ferriday, the bloke who did the shooting.  In the aftermath of this 
incident, my tent mate would put a full mag on his rifle, put one up the spout, 
and then eject the rounds around the tent.  This happened every night for 
about three months – crazy man!!” 
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NAME: Michael James MANDER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  August 1970 
DEPARTED:  August 1971 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Michael was a young bank officer serving with the Savings Bank of 

South Australia when he was called-up for National Service on 2 October 
1969.  In August 1970, after a flight over on a Qantas charter, he found 
himself at Nui Dat. 

He was posted as a Private Clerk Technical and worked in the Control 
Room handling requisitions for supplies, such as clothing.  As a diversion from 
his normal duties, Michael was involved in night time perimeter picket duties, 
mess duties and the occasional stint as telephone switchboard operator.  His 
tour of duty ended in August 1971 and he returned home, again by Qantas 
charter, and was soon after discharged from his National Service obligations 
in October 1971. 

Michael returned to his career with the Savings Bank of SA, later to be 
merged with the State Bank of South Australia and then BankSA.  His roles in 
the bank included teller duties, office supervisor, loans officer, relieving branch 
manager.  His last position was as a Personal Banking Officer, until his 
position was made redundant in January 2001, and he was offered a 
retrenchment package. 

Michael lives in Adelaide and works as a volunteer community bus 
driver with the city of Mitcham.  He also assists with financial reporting for his 
church, the Blackwood Hills Baptist. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“I enjoyed the nightly card games, I found it was a good way to relax, 

and also the Sunday Barbies, the prawns were great. 
One memory was the time, when some of our troops were involved in 

a shoot-out outside the perimeter.  During the night our unit was ordered to 
stay near a trench.  A missile was fired from near where the action was and 
the order was given to jump.  Being a bit slow witted, I was the last to jump 
into the trench.  Unfortunately, as I jumped, I clipped one of the guy‟s jaw with 
my rifle butt.  Sorry, Roly !!  I was probably more of a danger to my mates than 
the enemy. 

The worst day was Christmas Day 1970.  There was strict rationing of 
alcohol during every day except Christmas.  Tragically the Sergeant‟s Mess 
was shot up and two Sergeants lost their lives.” 
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NAME:  Laurie Costante MANNA 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   November 1969 
DEPARTED:  November 1970 
 
 
PROFILE 

Laurie initially received notice of his call up for National Service in 1966.  It was 
ironic that his „marble came up‟ because at the time he was working in the Public Service 
as a clerk at 4BOD, Keswick Barracks, Keswick, SA.  He was studying accountancy, and 
because of this was able to defer his National Service training for three years.  In the 
meantime Laurie transferred to the Australian Taxation Office.  In January 1969 he 
eventually commenced his recruit training at Puckapunyal.  This was followed by Corps 
training at Bonegilla, where he qualified as a clerk.  His former Ordnance experience 
certainly held him in good stead to obtain his first choice of Corps.  A subsequent posting 
to 10 OFP, Holsworthy, occupied his time until he received notice of his posting to 
Vietnam.  In November 1969 Laurie was sent to Nui Dat, flying over on the weekly Qantas 
„Champagne Flight‟.  He worked in the OFP Control Office and remembers only too well 
the amount of paper work involved with the monthly „Bulk Break‟ distribution of stores.  
This was always a hectic time for the whole of the unit.  During his time with the Unit he 
was promoted to Lance Corporal. 

There were a number of diversions for Laurie from the routine clerical work.  One 
of these was the activity beyond the perimeter.  Laurie did his fair share of patrols and Fire 
Support Base sojourns.  He enjoyed, in particular, the occasions when as a member of the 
ICAP Protection Party he visited the local Vietnamese villages.  A week in June 1970, 
helping with the supervision of the unloading of the Australian supply ship „Jeparit‟ at Vung 
Tau, was a rather stress free time away from the „sharp end‟.  Laurie liked to keep fit and 
jumped at any opportunity, inside or outside the base, to be involved in sports activities.  
Being single, with no ties back in Australia, he decided to go to Hong Kong for his R & R in 
July 1970.  Probably because of his clerical and accounting background (and maybe 
because he didn‟t drink alcohol), Laurie was appointed the secretary and treasurer of the 
ORs Canteen.  He was also the OFP representative on the Regimental Trust Fund.  After 
twelve months to the day, Laurie returned to Australia, and after some well-earned leave, 
he reported for duty at Keswick Barracks, which, in a career sense, felt like a homecoming 
for him.  After a short time there he managed to get an interim discharge and was able to 
spend Christmas 1970 as a civvy.  In 1971 Laurie resumed his Public Service career with 
the Australian Taxation Office where he remained until December 1997 when he took a 
redundancy package.  He is married to Ann and currently runs his own handyman 
business from Bridgewater, SA, where he has lived all his life 

 

MEMORIES 
“It wasn‟t long after my arrival at Nui Dat that my hair cutting skills became well 

known.  I started off with a pair of hand clippers, a family heirloom that had had a fair 
amount of use at recruit and corps training.  With generous financial support from the 
Regimental Trust Fund I was able to upgrade to electric clippers, thus enabling a more 
professional cut.  I held the official title of Unit Barber.  With most Sundays free, trips to 
Vung Tau were popular amongst the troops.  However, with a mate, making ones way to 
the heli-pad and getting a chopper ride was something quite different to fill in some spare 
time.  I remember on one occasion our „joy-flight‟ turned into a tactical support exercise for 
an infantry unit that was out on patrol in the jungle.” 
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NAME: Michael (Mick) MARAZES 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:   December 1968 
DEPARTED:  December 1969 
 

 
PROFILE 
 

Mick joined the ARA in 1959 when he was 27 years old.  He started his army 
career at Mangalore and after ten months was promoted to Corporal.  He then spent 
three and a half years at the Denman Ammo Depot during which time he was 
promoted to Sargent.  His next move was to Townsville where he was promoted to 
WO2 and took up the posting of DSM of 3 OFP. 

In December 1968, Mick was posted to 1 OFP at Nui Dat as the DSM.  The 
trip over to Vietnam was by Qantas charter. 

During his tour of duty, besides his normal duties, Mick was involved in 
regular night picket duties on the perimeter wire of the American Artillery Unit – TAOR 
patrols with other Corps members – took a forward detachment and bath platoon to 
Long Binh (at Fire Support Bases „Kerry‟ and „Betty‟ ) where they serviced Australians 
and New Zealanders with a shower and a change of undies and socks. 

Mick‟s tour of duty ended in December 1969 and he returned to Australia on a 
Pan American charter flight.  On his return from Vietnam he was posted to ANZUK 
Ord Depot for two and a half years as purchasing officer, which he maintains was the 
best years of his Army career.  Mick‟s next and last posting was to 2 BOD at 
Moorebank where he stayed until he took his discharge in 1979 after twenty years 
service.  He was a WO1 at the time of his discharge. 

Civilian life saw Mick firstly working for Countdown Stores NSW (clothing 
retailers) for three years where he was promoted to Warehouse Manager.  He then 
took a job as Store Manager with Chiswell Furniture and was promoted to Purchasing 
Manager after three years.  Mick eventually retired in 1994 after working for Chiswell 
for thirteen years.  These days Mick is taking life easy in Raby NSW. He‟s proud of his 
wife, four daughters, one son, twelve grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
Health wise he claims to be in not bad “nick”. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“Many of the soldiers who served with me were from the fifth National Service 

intake – I would like to thank them for the job they did and remember them for the 
respect they showed me.  We had lots of laughs and some not so happy days, but I 
will always cherish their mateship. 

I do have one memory I would like to share, as crude as it may seem.  I was 
sun baking outside my billet, in Vung Tau, when my room mate decided to pour a 
bucket of sand over me.  I told him (Jim Buckle) to make sure he slept with one eye 
open as I was going to piss on him for what he had done.  The following morning I 
woke up with a „stiffy‟ and proceeded to carry out my threat.  I gave Jim a nudge and 
when he opened his eyes he screamed „Holy Jesus !!‟ and I didn‟t have the heart to 
piddle on him.  Needless to say there was never any more sand tipped on me from 
that day.” 
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NAME: Errol Francis MARRON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det)-6 OFP (Det) -HQ AFV 
 
ARRIVED:  April 1967 
DEPARTED:  March 1968 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Errol joined the ARA in August 1965.  He was at 6 OFP, Gaythorne in 
Brisbane when he received his posting to Vietnam.  In April 1967 he caught a 
Qantas commercial flight to Manila in the Philippines.  From there he was 
taken to the USAF Clark air base where he was flown to Saigon by a Yank 
C130. 

Errol joined 1 OFP (Det) as a Private Clerk in the Orderly Room and 
Control Office.  He spent most of his time however, assisting with the 
relocation of the OFP from SAS Hill to down near the airstrip.  He spent three 
months with the OFP before being posted to HQ DADOS in Saigon. 

Errol was in Saigon during the 1968 TET Offensive which involved full 
combat duties.  On the first night of the offensive, he and two others were sent 
to guard the Australian Ambassador, his family (wife and four children) and his 
staff.  His home was attacked that evening with small arms fire.  This was his 
introduction to TET and the situation deteriorated from then on.  He returned 
to Australia in April 1968 and was discharged soon thereafter. 

Life was not easy job wise after Vietnam.  Eventually he got a job as a 
trainee manager with Woolworths.  A meeting with an old Vietnam mate 
resulted in Errol turning his hand to real estate and then owning his own 
agency. From there he moved on to property development (shopping centres, 
taverns, service stations, medical centres, large unit developments etc).  In 
1990 his health deteriorated, he had a mitral valve (open heart) operation.  He 
has been happily married for over thirty years, has two sons and a daughter 
and enjoys a few rounds of golf. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“I miss the epaulet „ripping off‟ parties in the canteen that started at ten 
cans of VB past nine.  WO2 Jack McCallum could not understand why all the 
epaulets were disappearing off our shirts.  „Came back from the laundry like 
this‟ we all told him.  One night he was attracted to the ORs canteen by a lot of 
loud noise to find a „multiple ripping‟ (i.e. several of us in a circle, each with our 
hands firmly gripped on the guys epaulet in front of us) and on the sound of 
„Go‟ from Ian (Doopie) Tasker they all came off.  Jack was a nice guy but a 
serious type and didn‟t see the humour involved.  We all got extra duties.” 
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NAME: James Brown (Jim) MARSHALL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED::  26 January 1971 
DEPARTED:  11 November 1971 
 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Jim was called up for National Service on 22 April 1970.  He was 
stationed at 1 AOD when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam 
on 26 January 1971 after a flight over on a Qantas Charter. 

Jim‟s posting was as a Private Storeman and was involved initially in 
general storeman duties.  He them ended up in munitions store before being 
detached, with Corporal Tony Slann, to C Squadron 1 Armoured Regiment to 
look after the maintenance of the Centurion tanks.  With the withdrawal of 
Australian forces from Vietnam, Jim was involved with the cleaning of the 
tanks in readiness for their return to Australia. 

His tour ended on 11 November 1971 and Jim returned to Australia on 
a Qantas charter and was discharged from National Service in April 1972.   
Back in civy street, he worked in the printing trade and was promoted to a 
supervisory role in the computer department.  Jim finally left the industry when 
he was an IT & Operations Manager for a community newspaper group, to 
concentrate on two Price Attack franchise business started in 1994.  Jim is still 
running these businesses and employees nineteen staff. 

He lives with his wife of thirty-three years, Ann, in Woodvale WA.  
They have two daughters, Kelly and Gemma and two grandchildren.  Jim is an 
avid West Coast Eagles supported and enjoys exercising three times a week 
with a personal trainer. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I mainly have good memories of my time in Vietnam.  Particularly in 
Nui Dat, trying to keep Tony Slann on the straight and narrow. 

I remember I used to do a bit of singing when I had consumed a few 
beers.  I also remember, with sadness, when we had to dismantle the OFP in 
Nui Dat and relocate to Vung Tau, and then the waiting around to return to 
Australia.” 
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NAME: Leslie David (Les) MATTHEWS 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1967 
DEPARTED:  December 1967 
 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Les was called-up for the fourth intake of National Service on 20 April 
1966.  After recruit training at 3TB Singleton and corps training at Bonegilla, 
he was posted to 6 OFP in Brisbane.  Les was part of the detachment from 
6OFP that flew by Qantas to Darwin, where they caught a RAAF C130 
Hercules to Vietnam, arriving in Nui Dat on 6 May 1967. 

Les was a Private Storeman Tech during his time with the unit.  He 
was also handy on the forklift.  In the early stages after his arrival, he was kept 
busy, along with his mates, in putting the finishing touches to the newly 
relocated unit.  When not carrying out his storeman duties, Les was involved 
with the bath unit, became a truck driver when needed and was part of the 
group that was involved in the relocation of villages into the new resettlement 
village of Ap Suoi Nghe.  Les returned to Australia on a Qantas charter in 
December 1967 and was discharged from his National Service obligations in 
April 1968. 

He returned to his old job as a wool buyer for a woollen mill at 
Redbank near Ipswich, Qld.  When this mill closed down, Les moved to 
Sydney as there were no more opportunities in Brisbane.  He is currently 
working for himself as a commission wool buyer.  He enjoys rugby league 
(Parramatta) and enjoys getting away to a caravan he has on site on the 
Central Coast near Toukley, north of Gosford NSW. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I enjoyed the trips down from Nui Dat to Vung Tau on some Sundays 
and having a few beers at the American Beachcomber Bar on the back beach. 

I also had a weeks R & C at Vung Tau which was pretty good.  I was 
pleased like everyone to finally come home, but I am glad I spent time there 
as it was a good experience with great mates.” 
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NAME: Robert Leslie (Bob) McDONALD 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  22 July 1969 
DEPARTED:  17 July 1970 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Bob first enlisted in the ARA in 1953 and was posted to Infantry.  He 

served with 3 RAR in Korea in 1953-54 and also saw service in Malaya in 
1956-57.  He got out of the Army in 1962 but re-enlisted in 1966.  This time he 
was allocated to Ordnance.  Bob was serving with ADOS, HQ Southern 
Command, when he got his posting to Vietnam. 

He arrived in Vietnam in July 1969 after a flight over on a Pan 
American Airways charter.  Bob‟s posting was as a Sergeant Clerk in the 
Control Office and was responsible for the restricted items.  He also got to 
undertake some TFMA Patrols and was able to score a job as shotgun on 
observation flights with 161 Recce Flight.  Bob‟s tour ended in July 1970 and 
he returned to Australia on a Qantas charter flight. 

He continued his career in the Army with postings to 101 Transport 
Platoon (Randwick), RAAOC Centre as an instructor and Singapore for two 
and a half years.  He returned from Singapore as a WO2 and was posted to 
„The Tower‟ in Melbourne until he took his discharge in 1976.  Bob was a 
Warrant Officer First Class at the time of his discharge. 

In civy street he got a job as a storeman / safety officer with a local 
abattoir until he retired in 1990.  He lives with his wife Carlina in Wodonga and 
helps her with her home based family day care business.  This tends to take 
care of most of his spare time. 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember going down to Vung Tau with the diggers.  The trip down 

was usually quite peaceful.  Coming back was a different story.  The boys 
were in a good frame of mind and thought they were bullet proof.  I remember 
John Galpin giving lip to some „White Mice‟ (local policemen) which was a 
decidedly risky business.  Fortunately he survived the experience.” 
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NAME: Peter Robert McFARLANE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  5 May 1966 
DEPARTED:  8 May 1967 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Peter enlisted in the ARA in 1959. He was 17 years and one month old at the time 
and lived in Cunnamulla, Qld. Being a bush kid; he had never seen the sea before, let 
alone traffic lights. The first few months away from home at Cunnamulla were a real eye 
opener for him.  He undertook his 15 weeks recruit training at Kapooka and in those days 
the army was still using the 303 rifle from World War 2. The SLR was not introduced until 
late 1960. Peter was posted directly from recruit training to 2BOD Moorebank, as there 
was no Corps training in those days. 

His next posting, after sixteen months at Moorebank was to Malaya where he 
served for two years with the 28 Commonwealth Brigade OFP. Although he did not realise 
it at the time, he maintains that this was the best two years of his career.  In 1961 he 
returned to Australia and was posted to 1 Div Ord Coy (OFP) at Moorebank. This unit was 
disbanded in 1965 to make way for 1

st
 Ordnance Field Park (1 OFP) and Peter continued 

on in this unit.  Peter was part of a detachment from 1 OFP, which arrived in Vietnam in 
May 1966. At this stage Peter was a Corporal. The highlights of his twelve months in 
Vietnam are covered in more detail in his Memories below. 

On his return to Australia in May 1967, Peter returned to 1 OFP until 1968 when 
he was posted to Port Moresby for a couple of years. He again returned to the OFP, this 
time at Holsworthy for fifteen months. Next move was to Adelaide to a CMF OFP/AOD for 
a couple of years before rounding off his twenty-one years as RQMS at 21 Supply, 
Moorebank.  During his army career Peter spent about eight years in one OFP or another, 
went from private to Sergeant, and maintains that the OFP was the premier unit in the 
Corps. He has lived at Ingleburn NSW since discharge and will probably “slip off the hook” 
there. He retired completely in 2000 and is now a DVA sponsored fisherman and bowler. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“I suppose the highlight of my twelve months in SVN would have to be the 
following: - 
 The night before Long Tan when we were mortared, supposedly the first time an 
Ordnance unit had come under direct enemy fire since WW2. Luckily most of our blokes 
were down at the AOD selecting Bulk Break because the AOD were “too busy” (I can tell 
our blokes came back with more than Bulk Break). Diggers from 1ARU helped us with 
picket duties during that time. Three rounds only landed in the OFP area causing minimal 
damage. My 11x33-accommodation tent was peppered with shrapnel and a photo of my 
fiancee copped some shrapnel in her shoulder. That photo now has pride of place in our 
daughter‟s collection. 
 The unbelievable resources of the Yanks. When they moved 5RAR from the back 
beach at Vung Tau to Nui Dat they did it in one lift. You couldn‟t count the number of 
choppers; the sky was practically full of them. We had only been in country a couple of 
weeks and this was something to behold, especially as Australia only had about 25 all up. 

 The commitment of our Nashos to do the job properly. I still feel very proud that three of 
my best mates are first intake bloody Nashos !!” 



 158 

NAME: James Joseph (Jim) McINTOSH 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   5 May 1967 
DEPARTED:   23 August 1967 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Jim was called-up for the third intake of National Service on 2 February 1966.  
After recruit training he was posted to 6 OFP at Gaythorne, Brisbane.  From here he 
was posted to Vietnam.  After a commercial flight to Darwin he was transferred to a 
RAAF C130 Hercules for the flight to Saigon.  He arrived in Nui Dat on 5 May 1967. 

Jim was posted as a Storeman Tech for the duration of his stay.  In the early 
stages he was involved, with the other new arrivals, in putting the finishing touches to 
the newly relocated OFP.  They were required to sandbag their tents and weapon pits, 
and dig bunkers beside their tent for protection from mortar attacks.  On occasions he 
was required to undertake picket duties on the perimeter wire as well as shotgun on 
the laundry runs to Baria.  Jim was part of the commencement of the replacement of 
personnel on a man for man basis, rather than a unit by unit as had been the case.  
Despite his request to serve out his time until Christmas 1967, he was disappointed 
when he returned to Australia with several others in late August 1967.  He flew from 
Vietnam to Manila by Pan American then caught a Qantas flight to Australia. 

Jim completed his National Service obligations in February 1968 and he 
returned to his job in the insurance industry.  He then concentrated his career in the 
Personal Injury (Worker‟s Compensation) claims area and reached management level.  
In 1979 he started his own insurance investigation business with his wife, Val.  In 1988 
they decided to cease working for themselves and Jim got a job as Insurance 
Manager for ABB, a Swiss owned company, with whom he still works. 

In his spare time, Jim coached rugby league, cricket and basketball at school 
boy level and was a referee for ten years.  He has a keen interest in all types of sport 
and has been known to have a small wager on the horses.  Jim lives with his wife Val 
in Sydney and they have a son and a daughter, both married. 

 
MEMORIES 
 
“The good memories I have was the mateship and support from the guys around you.  
Not just the three you shared your tent with.  Coming from a quiet family background, I 
learnt a lot about life, particularly how others lived in countries with a lot less than we 
had in Australia.  It made me a more determined and hard working person. 

Other things I remember are; Tony Anthony running the forklift into a 
storeroom wall, the storms and the trees coming down on tents, the enjoyable Sunday 
BBQs and the free/cheap beers, the nicknames we all got.  Mine was “Jungle Jim” 
because of how hairy I am on both chest and back. 

Unfortunately, I also remember receiving news, after I had been there two 
months, of the death of my mother and that helpless feeling of not being there.  
However, I do recall the support from everyone at that time.” 
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NAME: Ian Colin (Neddy) McLEAN 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  April 1967 
DEPARTED: January 1968 
 
 

 
PROFILE 

Ian was working for the Commercial Bank of Australia Ltd, in Victoria when he 
was called up for National Service in April 1966.  After recruit training at Puckapunyal 
and Corps training at Bonegilla, he was posted to 2 Comp Ord.  It was here that he 
received his posting to Vietnam. 

In April 1967, after a flight over to Saigon on a Qantas charter flight, Ian 
arrived in Nui Dat late in the afternoon.  There was no one there to meet him and it 
was fast becoming dark.  He was becoming a bit disturbed about being left alone at 
the airstrip in total darkness.  Another soldier who arrived on the same flight was going 
to SAS, so when he was picked up they agreed to take Ian with them and drop him off 
at the OFP, which was near SAS Hill at the time. 

Ian was posted as a Private Storeman Tech and it wasn‟t long before he 
became a deft hand at driving the fork lift.  In the early stages he was involved, with 
the other new arrivals, in putting the finishing touches to the newly relocated OFP.  
They were required to sandbag their tents and weapon pits, and dig bunkers beside 
their tent for protection from mortar attacks.  On occasions he was required to 
undertake picket duties on the perimeter wire.  When not carrying out his storeman 
duties, Ian was part of the group that was involved with Civil Affairs in the relocation of 
villages into the new resettlement village of Ap Suoi Nghe.  His tour ended in January 
1968 and he returned to Australia just before the TET Offensive started (they knew 
he‟d left the country). 

He was discharged from National Service in April 1968 and returned to the 
Bank, this time in Queensland, at his request.  He left the Bank after fifteen years and 
then worked in Real Estate & Credit Management.  He then moved on and went into a 
partnership in building renovations.  He had completed a course in building technology 
and became a Registered Builder.  In 1998, Ian became ill and was forced into 
retirement.  He eventually was granted the TPI pension in 2002. 

Ian enjoys a game of bowls and has been the Chairman of his local bowls 
club since 1998.  He lives with his wife, Elaine, in Brisbane.  They have three grown 
up sons (Colin, Peter and Allan) and four granddaughters. 

 

MEMORIES 

“The good memories I think can be summed up as the friendships or 
comradeship encountered over there seem to be different to any other friendships 
made outside the „funny farm‟.  For those who suffered my guitar playing, I will answer 
their worst nightmares.  No I never did learn to play it properly.  I actually gave it up in 
the end.  I had two major handicaps which were insurmountable.  I discovered I‟m not 
only tone deaf but I seem to lack much of a sense of rhythm. That is for music 
anyway.  The worst thing that happened was the lack of acceptance when we arrived 
back and after discharge.  I now know why so many hid their service from their work 
place.” 
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NAME: John Robert (Snow) MELLOR 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  November 1969 
DEPARTED:  November 1970 
 

 

PROFILE 
Snow joined the ARA, as a young lad, in April 1968.  When he turned 

nineteen years of age, he put his hand up to go to Vietnam.  He was stationed at 18 
Construction Squadron Workshops in Townsville at the time.  Snow‟s wish was 
granted and he was posted to 2 AOD in Vung Tau as a Private Storeman.  He arrived 
there in November 1969 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

After a few months in Vung Tau, the local attractions were starting to get 
Snow into trouble, so he decided the best thing would be to volunteer for a posting to 
„the sharp end‟.  Again his wish was granted, and in March 1970 he was posted to the 
OFP at Nui Dat as a Storeman.  While he was at Nui Dat he spent about three weeks 
with the bath unit at a Fire Support Base during operations with 8 RAR.  While he was 
there he used to help the Engineers, who were doing road works, when things were 
quiet. 

Snow‟s tour ended in November 1970 and he returned home on a Qantas 
charter.  Back in Australia he was stationed at 1 BOD in Brisbane until he took his 
discharge in April 1971 after three years in the Army.  Since leaving the Army, Snow 
has lived in Brisbane.  After the Army he first worked as a builder‟s labourer on the 
new Brookside Shopping centre then moved on and worked as a Watchman at Brett‟s 
Wharf for about eighteen months.  This was followed by jobs with the Brisbane City 
Council, as a bus driver for four years, a linesman for Telecom for twelve years and 
finally as an owner / driver of a concrete truck, until he was forced to retire through ill 
health in September 2001. 

Snow is now a DVA sponsored golfer and enjoys a bit of crabbing in his 
outboard tinnie.  He and his wife Sandra have a grown-up daughter and they live in 
Keperra in Brisbane. 

 
MEMORIES 

“My worst memory of Vietnam was when I was out at a Fire Support Base.  
When things were quiet I used to ride on an earth scraper with the Engineer guys who 
were building roads etc.  One day I had to take an empty water bladder back to Nui 
Dat by chopper to be refilled.  We had just lifted off and were flying along, when all of 
a sudden we heard a large explosion.  When we looked out we could see one of the 
Engineer‟s scrapers covered in a cloud of dust.  I found out later that it had hit an anti-
tank mine.  To think that I had been on that scraper not long before the incident.  
Obviously my number was not meant to come up at that time. 

On a humorous note – Col Burrows invented a guy called „Cedric‟ who was 
actually a bass broom.  Col used to say that he was taking Cedric for a drive and 
everyone was mystified as to who this Cedric was.  I was the only one in the know and 
Col and I used to drive around with Cedric in the back seat of the rover. 

I also enjoyed the booze runs with Louie Fatone over to the Yank mobile 
battery.  We used to exchange two of their beers for one VB.” 
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NAME: Ronald Spencer MEPPOM 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  19 November 1967 
DEPARTED:  20 November 1968 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
Ron was called up for the seventh intake of National Service on 3 

February 1967.  He was stationed at 6 OFP in Brisbane when he got his 
posting to the Detachment of 6 OFP at Nui Dat.  He arrived in Vietnam on 19 
November 1967 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Ron was initially posted as a Private Storeman Tech and was 
subsequently promoted to Corporal on 13 May 1968.  He worked in the Tech 
Stores area.  Ron also found time to be the Unit‟s Projectionist, the Amenities 
Officer and served on the canteen committee.  He did his share of TFMA 
patrols and pickets on the wire at the New Zealand Battery.  Like a few others 
in the unit at the time, he was at Fire Support Base „Coral‟ when it was the 
subject to nightly attacks by the VC/NVA during May 1968.  His tour ended on 
21 November 1968 and he returned to Australia. He was discharged from 
National Service shortly after, in February 1969. 

Back in civy street, Ron returned to his old job with the County Council in 
Taree NSW.  In 1972 he moved to a position as Assistant Manager, Dairy Co-
op and in 1974 he married his wife, Dot, and moved to Sydney where he 
worked with the Education Department.  Next move was to Mudgee in 1981 
where Ron brought a shop which he sold a year later.  He then got a job with 
NSW State Rail, Newcastle / Gunnedah in 1982, where he stayed until his 
position became redundant in 1989.  Ron then moved to Queensland where 
he worked for a short while with Australia Post.  This was followed with a 
move to the then Commonwealth Employment Service for ten years until 
redundancy again caught up with him in 1998.  Ron then became a self 
employed parcel contractor with Australia Post until June 2004 when ill health 
caused him to retire and he was granted the TPI pension. 

Since retiring, Ron and his wife of thirty years, Dot, have become full time 
„grey nomads‟ and enjoy caravanning around Australia.  Ron is still taking 
photos, playing golf and fits in some gem prospecting at opportunity.  They 
have one boy and three girls, who have provided them with twelve lovely 
grandchildren. 

 
MEMORIES 

“There are many memories, both good and bad, which come to mind from 
time to time, but I think the best feeling comes from remembering a group of 
misfits, thrown together under foul conditions and pressure, who overcame all 
obstacles to form friendships that still continue strongly forty years on.” 
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NAME: Timothy John (Tim) MORONEY 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  20 November 1967 
DEPARTED:  19 November 1968 
 
 

 

 
 

PROFILE 
 

Tim joined the ARA on 3 August 1966.  He was stationed at 2 Air 
Maintenance Platoon when he received his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived at 
Nui Dat on 20 November 1967 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Tim was a Private Storeman Tech during his time in Vietnam.  He took 
part in overnight TAOR ambush patrols for the Battalion and was a 
reinforcement for Operation Coral.  Tim‟s tour ended on 19 November 1968 
and he returned to Australia on a Qantas charter. 

He continued his career in the Army when he got back home.  Tim was 
promoted to Corporal at 21 years of age, Sergeant at 22, WO2 at 30 and 
finally WO1 at 33.  He spent nine years with Army Aviation, including two 
years in Papua New Guinea.  After twenty years, Tim left the Army and went 
into business.  He joined the Army Reserve and retired, as a Major, in 2000 
after fourteen years service.  During his time in the Reserve he had several 
commands. 

Tim is now a retired TPI.  He enjoys playing golf, when his back allows, 
and lawn bowls.  Being single he tends to drink and chase women on a 
regular basis. 

 
 
 
 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“I remember several trips to Vungers when the vehicle „broke down‟ and we 

had to stay over several nights on the piss. 
I also remember that I met some life long friends and am pleased to still be 

associated with most of them. 
Other memories include:- 

 Frankie Hazelarger‟s snake (krate) in his bed 

 Brian (Bluey) Rutledge breaking the cook‟s nose whilst on the piss 

 The huge lizard we chased through the tent lines 

 Shell pits full of empty beer cans.” 
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NAME: Paul Maynard MOSELEY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  4 September 1971 
DEPARTED:  24 February 1972 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Paul was born in Renmark, South Australia in 1952 and joined the 
ARA in 1969.  He was serving at 2COD, Broadmeadows Vic, when he got his 
posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Nui Dat in September 1971, at the time 
when the OFP was winding down its operations and pulling back to Vung Tau. 

Paul was a Private Storeman and worked in the Self Service Store.  
He was also involved in the cleaning down and preparation of vehicles for 
return to Australia.  Paul undertook a couple of TFMA patrols in Vung Tau 
when the unit moved down there from Nui Dat.  He returned to Australia on a 
Qantas charter on 24 February 1972.  He was one of the last of the OFP 
members to leave Vietnam. 

Paul remained in the Army for a further three years.  He took his 
discharge in 1975 and moved to Adelaide and worked as a truck driver.  For 
the last ten years he lived in New Zealand working in the supermarket industry 
before returning to Australia in 2005.  He is no longer able to work and is in 
the process of applying for the Service and TPI pensions.  Paul was married 
for twenty-five years but is now separated.  He has two children; a son Brad 
and a daughter Jaye.  Paul‟s hobbies are Aussie Rules, golf and fishing. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“My first night in Nui Dat was spent on picket duty in a bunker with 

another soldier surrounded by weapons and ammunition, flares lighting the 
sky and explosions.  I was overawed!!  „I shit my pants‟.  Twenty-four hours 
before I was having dinner with my family. 
I was one of the many who was „set up‟ soon after their arrival in Nui Dat.  I 
had never been to the greyhounds, coming from a small country town, so I 
was keen to go when I was asked if I wanted to go to the „Dat Do Dogs‟.  I said 
„Yes”, got all dressed up only to find out that there was no such thing as the 
“Dat Do Dogs‟.  I had been hoodwinked – I was only nineteen!!” 
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NAME: Robert John (Bob) NASH 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det) - 6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1967 
DEPARTED:  February 1968 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Bob was working for the Bank of New South Wales when he was called up for 
National Service training in April 1966.  He did his recruit training at 3TB Singleton.  
Following Corps training, as a storeman, he was posted to 6 OFP at Gaythorne, in 
Brisbane.  In March 1967, he was part of an advance party of five who were sent to 
Vietnam to prepare for the changeover, in early May, from 1 OFP (Det) to 6 OFP 
(Det). 

The party left Australia on a Qantas commercial flight to Manila, Philippines.  
From there they were taken to the US Air Force Clark Airbase and from there they 
were loaded on a USAF C130 and flown to Saigon. 

Prior to the arrival of 6 OFP (Det), he was involved in the relocation of the unit 
from near SAS Hill to near the airstrip.  He was promoted to Corporal in June 1967 
and worked in the Stores Distribution section.  In October 1967 he was allocated a 
seat on the first R & R flight to Australia so that he could see his son who was about a 
month old.  As well as his normal duties Bob was involved in night time pickets on the 
wire.  He did pickets at all the Artillery units:- the Yanks, the Kiwis and the Aussies.  
He was also involved with other guys as shotgun for Civil Affairs projects. 

His tour of duty ended in February 1968.  The TET Offensive was starting to 
get serious and it was time to come home.  Because Saigon was being shot up, he 
was flown to Butterworth, in Malaysia, and from there caught a Qantas charter home. 

Following leave, he was discharged in April 1968 and returned to his civilian 
career with the Bank of New South Wales / Westpac.  He worked with the Bank until 
1996 when he was offered a retrenchment package.  After a break, he worked for 
about four years as an office administrator for an electrical contractor and then as a 
property services manager for a body corporate management company.  Following a 
heart attack in 2001, he decided it was time to give work away.  He is now a DVA 
sponsored retired person and lives with his wife Christine in Brisbane.  They have one 
son, John.  His hobbies of Family History, writing Unit Histories and gardening, keep 
him out of trouble. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“Killed by a rubber tree” was nearly my epitaph.  I shared a tent with Graham 
Alexander, Ian Tasker and Greg Quinlan.  We called it the „House of the Rising Sun‟.  
One night, when we were all safely tucked in bed, a monsoon storm blew up and trees 
started to fall all over the place.  We had one old rubber tree right outside our back 
door, which had caused us some degree of anxiety during previous storms.  The tree 
had survived all these storms so we thought that we were pretty safe. Wrong !!!!  This 
night the tree decided it had had enough and down it came, right through the middle of 
the tent.  Scared the s#+t out of us, but fortunately no one was seriously hurt.  Made a 
mess of the tent though.” 
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NAME: Roger Neil NETTLE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  17 February 1969 
DEPARTED:  3 September 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Roger was called up for National Service in October 1967.  He did his 

recruit training at Puckapunyal and after Corps training was posted to the HQ 
at the RAAOC Centre, Bandiana.  It was from here that Roger received his 
posting to Vietnam. 

After a flight over on a Qantas charter, he arrived in country on 17 
February 1969.  Roger‟s posting was as a Corporal Clerk and he worked in 
the Control Office with Sgt Phil Warne.  When not working in the Control Office 
he found himself involved in TFMA Patrols, pickets on the wire, five days in 
Saigon on guard duties, out with the bath unit on one occasion and being 
„volunteered‟ for a two day scrap at Dat Do with Bill Dobson. 

Roger‟s tour ended in September 1969 and he returned home to be 
discharged from National Service shortly afterwards.  He then worked as a 
Clerk of Court in country South Australia until 1983, when he moved into a 
family vineyard business.  He continued to work part time with the Courts 
Department until 1990.  Roger retired from full time work in 2002. 

During his spare time he coached a senior AFL team for fourteen 
years.  Since 1990, he has been involved with the Riverland, SA, branch of 
the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia (VVAA).  The last two years he 
has served as President of the Branch.  Roger is proud of the fact that the 
local Association has raised over $300K for kids with childhood cancer.  He 
lives with his wife, Joan, in Cobdogla, SA.  They have raised four children and 
are currently blessed with one grandchild. 

 
MEMORIES 
 
“A few things I remember are: 
 The Crown N Anchor games that John Faram and Ray Jessen ran and 

ripped us off.  (We have remained great mates to this day) 
 The good time I had on R & C Leave in Vung Tau.  Henry Heyer and I 

got lost and got caught out after curfew, but fortunately the MPs got us 
back safely to the R & C Centre.  We were in heaps of trouble from a 
certain Captain on return to Nui Dat. 

 The Kiwi Infantry Company had their lines next door and we used to 
visit them on occasions.  We had some good times in their Mess. 

 The forming of some excellent friendships within the unit that have 
spanned nearly four decades 

 That day in July 1969 when Armstrong walked on the moon.” 
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NAME: Robert Keith (Bob) NICHOLSON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  8 July 1968 
DEPARTED:  15 July 1969 
 

 

PROFILE 
Bob joined the ARA on 3 May 1966 at seventeen years of age.  He had 

previously left home at a young age and did a variety of jobs from boundary riding, to 
farming, to chocolate making and working in the shearing sheds.  He was stationed at 
3 Base Workshops, Broadmeadows when he requested a transfer to Vietnam.  His 
wish came true, and after a flight over on a Qantas charter, Bob found himself in Nui 
Dat on 8 July 1968. 

Bob was a Private Storeman and worked in the Sergeants Mess for a couple 
of months then in the Red Dog Saloon for a further few months.  He was then 
promoted to Corporal and restarted the Bath Unit with Bill Dobson and others.  
Following an initial trial, the operation of the bath unit was refined to operate in a more 
efficient manner after a certain Captain had disappeared from the scene.  Like 
everyone in the unit, Bob was required to undertake his share of duty on the wire at 
night.  His tour of duty ended on 15 July 1969 and he returned to Australia on a 
Qantas charter. 

Bob spent some time with 1 AOD before being sent to Heidelberg Hospital for 
PTSD and to dry out.  He spent several months in hospital before being medically 
discharged in 1971.  After the army Bob operated bulldozers, did some interstate truck 
driving and finally worked as a jumbo miner underground. 

He retired at the age of forty due to ill health and now lives in West Australia. 
 

MEMORIES 
“Stories – Bill Dobson and I have enough to fill a book  Bill and I were sent to 

Vungers to steam clean my truck, but the cleaner was knackered so we got on the 
piss and decided that we didn‟t want to go back to the Dat.  I pulled the earth wire off 
the dissy but left one strand of wire on it.  The truck ran as rough as guts so we took it 
to the Ord workshops.  The Sergeant said „What have you done? I know you only 
want to spend the night here.  I‟ll ring your boss (a certain Captain who shall remain 
nameless) and tell him that you have had trouble and have missed the convoy back.‟  
After contacting the OC and telling him that the truck was U.S., the OC asks to speak 
to me, and then tells me convoy or no convoy we are to get back to the Dat that night 
regardless.  What he didn‟t know was that the Sergeant was privy to the conversation 
and agreed with us when we called him a weak @#$%^&*. 

Anyway, we were crossing the bridges, or near enough, when Dobbo decides 
that he wants to open fire on nothing.  Bang! Bang! Twenty times, shell casings 
everywhere.  The next day the back tyre is as flat as a pan cake.  It took us four hours 
to change it.  Thank God it didn‟t happen on the road back, we only just got back 
before they shut the pearly gates.  That day was range firing and Staff Sergeant Harry 
Stevens decided that he was going in my truck to the range.  In great haste I had to 
clear out the spent casings Dobbo left in the truck the day before by shoving them in 
the holes on the quarter panel or we would both have been doing 40/40 in Vungers.   
Thanks Bill !!” 
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NAME: Lawrence Dobs (Lawrie) O‟NEILL 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1967 
DEPARTED:  January 1968 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Lawrie joined the ARA in August 1959.  He was at 1 BOD in Brisbane when 
he received his posting to Vietnam.  Lawrie was part of the Detachment from 6 OFP 
replacing the Detachment from 1 OFP that had completed its tour in Vietnam.  After a 
flight over via Qantas to Darwin and then RAAF C130 to Vung Tau; Lawrie and the 
balance of the Detachment arrived in Nui Dat on 4 May 1967. 

Lawrie was a Warrant Officer Second Class (WO 2) and his posting was as IC 
Stores as well as the CSM.  When not engaged in these duties, Lawrie found time to 
ride shotgun on voluntary community aid programmes.  He participated in Australian 
Task Force Chinook chopper missions for spreading and dispersing of chemicals to 
prevent the VC from accessing certain areas within Phuoc Tuy Province.  He also 
assisted in the relocating of Vietnamese villages, living around the Nui Dat Task Force 
Area of responsibility, to areas more easily controlled.  This involved the burning and 
destruction of their original villages and the preparation and construction of new huts 
and shelters etc, for the none too happy displaced villages to occupy. 

Lawrie‟s tour ended in January 1968 and he returned to Australia just before 
the TET offensive started.  He continued his career in the Army with postings to Papua 
New Guinea, 31 Supply Battalion – Bandiana, Medical Corps School – Healsville and 
11 Supply Battalion.  Lawrie was a WO1 when he took his discharge in 1981.  He 
worked for a time as a Supply / Customs Officer with MIM Holdings (a mining 
company). 

Lawrie is now retired after moving house and living in several different 
locations over a period of twenty years.  He has now settled back in Brisbane where 
he lives with his wife Val.  They have two grown up sons.  Lawrie‟s interests are; 
family, keeping fit, learning the computer and enjoying life in general. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“When I think of Vietnam, the memories are usually of the incredible pock 
marked countryside from bomb craters, as viewed from two trips to Saigon from Nui 
Dat on a light military spotter aircraft.  The feelings of being partly responsible for the 
plight and begging by the Vietnamese children.  Seeing the limbless, the deformed 
and the hurt in the people‟s faces.  The spoilt and ruin of the countryside and the 
locals who sacrificed everything just for being associated with us.  Not to mention the 
effects Vietnam has had on men and their families back here in Australia. 

 

A couple of Unit memories that come to mind:- 

 Physically restraining a very irate Service Corps Corporal from permanently 
sticking a certain OC Lieutenant with a couple of „Jim Bowie‟ knives. 

 Working with the resident artist, Bob Gray (now deceased) to produce our 
OFP plaque.” 
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NAME: Terrence James (Terry) O‟NEILL 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1967 
DEPARTED:  March 1968 
 

 

PROFILE 
Terry was married before he was called-up for National Service in July 

1966.  He completed his recruit training at 3TB Singleton and Corps training at 
Bonegilla.  His wife Kaye came with him while he was at Bonegilla.  The Army did 
not provide married quarters for them and they had to reside in the Albury 
Caravan Park.  Times were tough as the rent took most of Terry‟s pay and money 
for food was scarce.  After Corps training he was posted to 1 BOD and then 6 
OFP both in Brisbane. 

In early May 1967 Terry found himself posted to 6 OFP (Det), SVN as a 
storeman.  As well as his normal duties, Terry, like many others found that he was 
also required to under take many tasks outside his storeman role.  Along with a 
group of other guys he   obtained a licence to drive a Mark3 truck.  This added 
responsibility meant that he was assigned tasks of relocating women and children 
to new villages (hamlets) between June 1967 and January 1968.  As well as 
relocating them, Terry helped build them new homes from discarded packing 
cases.  Building was in Terry‟s blood and he helped build a carport for OC Ken 
Hussell‟s Land  Rover (punishment for being caught drinking in the lines) as well 
as furniture for his mates (also from packing cases) and the refurbishment of the 
OR‟s canteen.  Resupply trips to AATTV Advisers at local hamlets were also part 
of a days work.  He was promoted to Lance Corporal during his time in SVN. 

Terry‟s tour ended in March 1968 and he was discharged in July 1968.  
Back in civilian life he raised a family of three kids and worked mainly as a 
storeman / forklift driver / truck driver / shop assistant etc.  Twenty-one years of 
that were with Australian Airlines which gave him and Kaye the opportunity to 
make many overseas trips to more places than he can recall.  Terry eventually 
retired in April 2001 and lives in a bayside suburb of Brisbane. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I remember delivering stores to three Australian Advisers at an ARVN 

outpost.  The advisers were real nice guys and we had a couple of beers with 
them, shook their hands and left.  They were killed two weeks later from within 
their own compound.  One day we were relocating an elderly couple to a new 
hamlet (I was riding shotgun) and our truck rolled over.  The old guy sustained a 
serious injury to his head and had to be evacuated to hospital by chopper.  On 
another occasion we were relocating women, children and old men to new 
hamlets and when we got there we were ordered to just throw all their belongings 
in the mud from the back of the truck.  I wasn‟t very happy about that and I felt 
very sad for them.   

I also remember good Mates, fun times, cheap smokes, cheap grog, the 
canteen, tin trunk (under my bed) full of grog, legs of ham and snacks after hours 
and Tasker drinking, spewing and having a piss all at the same time.” 
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NAME: David (John) PADOVAN 
 
UNIT/S:  3 Cav Regt  & 1 OFP 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  September 1967 
DEPARTED:  September 1968 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  September 1970 
DEPARTED:  September 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

John joined the ARA in 1960.  His first tour of SVN commenced in 
September 1967 when he was posted to 3 Cavalry Regiment.  He returned to 
Australia in September 1968. 

John was with 1 BOD Ammo Det, Ashgrove, Brisbane when he 
received his second posting to SVN.  This time he was originally posted to Det 
131 Div Loc Wksp.  When he arrived at Ton San Nuit airport in September 
1970 to take up his posting he was advised that that the workshop had been 
disbanded.  This left him in limbo at Vung Tau for about a week.  Fortunately 
the Control Clerk‟s position at 1 OFP was vacant, and so his second tour 
began in earnest as a Corporal Control Clerk. 

During his time at 1 OFP, John remembers the occasions when they 
visited ARVN outposts and villages to play volleyball with the locals. 

John returned to Australia in September 1971, by Qantas charter, the 
same way he had on his previous tour.  He was promoted to Sergeant and 
stayed on in the Army for twenty years until 1980.  His last posting was with 
Materiel Branch Russell Offices.  John is now retired and living in Canberra 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“I guess my favourite story is on my first arrival in 1967; being picked 

up at Luscombe airstrip and the driver telling me that we (the Australians) 
along with American and ARVN troops had been able to surround the local VC 
Battalion D445, and this time, we would wipe them out once and for all.  I was 
feeling like a real Johnny come lately.  But, the reality was the VC melted into 
the night and we were left with a cache of rice and a collection of Ho Chi Min 
sandals.  Needless to say, it was a bit of a let down. 

Believe it or not, three years later almost to the day, on arrival at 
Luscombe the driver taking me back to our lines excitedly related the almost 
exact same story.  Honestly, if you (that driver) ever reads this, that was the 
reason I burst out laughing.  Yep, you guessed it, the results were the same.  
You know, I never found out what they did with all those sandals. 

It was a privilege to have served with a great bunch of blokes, of whom 
I look forward to catching up with at our reunions.” 
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NAME: Anthony John (Tony) (aka Pattie) PAGE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1969  
DEPARTED:  May 1970 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Tony joined the ARA in 1968 and in May 1969 he was posted to Vietnam as a 

storeman.  It wasn‟t long after he arrived that the powers to be realised that he was a 
carpenter by trade.  This meant that he was soon detached to a Civil Affairs unit along 
with a few others.  His main job with Civil Affairs was involved in building works in 
Vietnamese villages.  This also included involvement in patrol activities in these areas.  
Some of these deployments lasted weeks only coming back to Nui Dat for resupply 
every now and then.  Tony seemed to spend more time outside Nui Dat than inside.  
Like everyone else he did his fair share of TAOR patrols around Nui Dat. 

Tony returned to Australia in May 1970.  Like many others, he got the 
midnight flight into Sydney.  He only stayed in the Army for about another twelve 
months when he had had enough and got a discharge.  He returned to the building 
industry until his retirement in 2003.  He is now starting to enjoy life. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I have lots of memories, good and bad.  We won‟t go into the bad ones, but here 

are a few good ones.  I and a few others had a day pass to Vung Tau to get on the piss.  
Well, after a couple of hours at the Badcoe Club, a mate of mine, Bill Dobson, and I 
decided to move on.  After a bit of walking we found a Yank club, which was out of bounds.  
So we decided to go in for awhile.  We were really enjoying ourselves when in walked the 
Provost; two Yanks and two Aussies.  We knew we were gone.  All of a sudden two 
Yankee officers sitting next to us offered to exchange shirts with us.  So there we were, 
two Aussies in Yankee shirts and two Yankees in Aussie shirts.  The Provost walked right 
past us up to the two Yanks.  As soon as they spoke they knew they were Yanks.  So we 
spent a few more hours there, exchanged our shirts back and went on our way back to Nui 
Dat. 

Another funny moment that sticks in my mind was when we were doing some 
work in Duc Tan, a village just north of Nui Dat.  There was myself, Nev Shaw, Bill Dobson 
and a few other fellers – can‟t remember there names.  We had been out there a couple of 
weeks and our fresh water had run out, so we needed to resupply from Nui Dat.  So me 
and Nev Shaw were nominated to go back and get the water.  So we got into the land 
rover, which had a trailer and a big rubber bladder for the fresh water, and off we went.  
After filling the bladder at Nui Dat we called into the Q store for a few supplies from John 
Koch, who seemed to be able to get what we needed.  Then we were on our way back to 
Duc Tan.  Nev used to be a jockey in Civvy street, so half way back I said to Nev “Do you 
think you could ride that?”, pointing to the water bladder in the trailer.  It was going every 
which way.  Nev said “No problem”, so I stopped the land rover just before we hit Binh Ba 
rubber plantation.  Nev jumped on the water bladder and I drove all the way through Binh 
Ba with Nev on the bladder and me trying to hit every pot hole I could.  You should have 
seen him; it must have been a site for the Gookes.!!!  On the other side of Binh Ba I 
stopped and got Nev off the bladder, opened a VB each, and headed back to Duc Tan.   
What a trip!” 
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NAME: Lloyd James PARSLOW 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  20 May 1970 
DEPARTED:  19 May 1971 
 
 
 
PROFILE 

Lloyd joined the ARA on 20 September 1967.  He was stationed at the 
Marrangaroo Ammunition unit, Lithgow when he received his posting to 
Vietnam.  He was just nineteen years of age when he arrived at Nui Dat on 20 
May 1970. 

Lloyd was posted as a Private Storeman in General Stores and was 
later made up to a Corporal.  During his tour, Lloyd was sent out to a number 
of Fire Support Bases for periods of two to four weeks.  He went to Hong Kong 
for his R & R.  Lloyd‟s older brother was also in Vietnam at the same time 
working in the hospital at Vung Tau. 

He returned to Australia on 19 May 1971 and returned to his old unit at 
Marrangaroo.  His next posting was to 2AOD Moorebank NSW where he 
stayed until he took his discharge, after six years, in 1973. 

He ended up travelling around Australia, not able to settle down, for 
two years and worked in mining in Wester Australia for awhile.  After returning 
to his home in the Blue Mountains he met his wife, Janice and after eighteen 
months they were married.  Lloyd worked in the Water Industry at ADS 
Environmental Services until he was badly injured in a motor vehicle accident, 
at work in 2001, and was off work for six months. 

Lloyd is now a retired service pensioner living with his wife Janice in 
Winmalee NSW, where they have lived for the past twenty years.  He enjoys 
bush walking and travel. 

 
MEMORIES 

“There are many memories that I look back on.  The good ones were 
the ones with the mates I spent time with, like knocking off boxes of socks 
from the bulk break of stores that came every couple of months and giving 
them to all in our unit. 

The silly things that happened like jumping into a fox hole late at night, 
nude, with my rifle and nothing else, when a drop short mortar fell near our 
lines. 

The time Dave Peak shot up our new gun post with the M60.  His 
version was it just went off. 

The bad memory was Christmas Day 1970, when one of the supply 
guys went troppo and killed Sergeant Alan Moss and another in the 
Sergeant‟s boozer and wounded a third Sergeant. 

I will always remember my mates from Vietnam.  They are like family 
to me.  Like my own family of six boys and four girls, all still living today.” 
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NAME: Robin (Rob) PATTERSON 
 
UNIT/S:   1 OFP Vung Tau & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  October 1970 
DEPARTED:  October 1971 
 
 

PROFILE 
Rob joined the ARA and graduated as a 2

nd
 Lieutenant from the OCS Portsea 

in 1969.  Following graduation he was posted to 1 BOD Brisbane.  He received his 
posting to 2AOD in Vung Tau and in October 1970 flew out of Sydney in a QANTAS 
707.  A stop over in Singapore meant that everyone had to take off their Army shirt 
and wear a normal civilian pattern shirt.  After a meal they flew out for Saigon. 

Rob was initially posted as an assistant adjutant at 2AOD.  This was an 
administrative position and he soon became totally bored with that position and asked to 
be given something more to do.  He was then positioned in the warehousing area in which 
he felt a lot more involved and a lot more capable.  His group, Group 5 & 6, was 
responsible for the storage and maintenance of weapons and radios, as well as other 
technical type items used in most repair workshop environments. 

In August 1971 the withdrawal of Australian forces in Vietnam was announced.  
This meant that there was to be a change of emphasis towards the supply chain for SVN 
and a gradual reorganisation and withdrawal from Vung Tau. In line with these changes, 
Rob was assigned, as the Stores Officer, to form the new warehouse section of 1 OFP, 
which was in the process of withdrawing from Nui Dat.  This task was good for Rob as he 
was able to get involved with some of the physical planning that was needed.  After all the 
hard work he returned to Australia by C130 in October 1971. 

Rob continued his career in the Army.  He was a Major when took his discharge 
after twenty-two years service.  He is now retired and living in Wodonga, Vic. 

 

MEMORIES 
“As an officer you are always at the mercy of the soldiers.  If you did something 

that was a bit out of character you would be constantly reminded of it for days to come and 
in my case years after.  The day before I was to go on R & R leave, to Hong Kong, I was 
subjected to a situation that was totally my own fault, and about which I am constantly 
reminded.  I was cleaning my pistol and was interrupted by one of my soldiers, Kevin 
Viney.  We discussed the matter that he came to see me about, and Kev then left.  I sat 
there for a short while thinking over what we had discussed.  I was assembling the well-
oiled pistol and finally pulled the trigger.  A shot was fired.  I suddenly thought that I may 
have shot Kev and rushed out of the small office only to collide with him.  He said straight 
away. „Shit! I thought that you had shot yourself‟.  After a couple of deep breaths and time 
for both of us to settle down we realised the seriousness of what I had done.  I could see a 
$40 fine and a loss of six month‟s seniority looming at me.  Then the Depot Sergeant 
Major, WO2 Jim Knight, walked in and casually made a comment to me that he assumed 
that I would be speaking to Major Graeme Loughton.  I answered accordingly and went to 
see him.  The relief was that his answer was, „Well. Take seven extra duties then I 
suppose‟.  That I did graciously; and after my return from Hong Kong!  The point about this 
incident is that it was subsequently written up in the Coastline Guardian, the unit 
newspaper, as the „Story of Pistolero Pete‟. 

My time with 1 OFP was short but extremely beneficial to me in later years, both 
during and after military service.  The real memories are those of the people with whom we 
worked.” 
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NAME: Graeme Bernard PATZEL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  February 1968 
DEPARTED:  February 1969 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
Graeme was called up for National Service in April 1967.  After recruit 

training and Corps training he was posted to 3 BOD, South Kensington in 
Melbourne.  It was here that he received his posting to Vietnam. 

After a flight over on a Qantas charter, Graeme arrived in Vietnam in 
February 1968.  He was posted as a Storeman Tech and worked in Gen 
Stores.  Graeme was a FSB “Coral” during the period it became the focus of 
attention by the VC and NVA with many night attacks on the base.  Like many 
others, he was required to do his share of TFMA patrols.  A month in Saigon, 
as Embassy guard, was a break from life at Nui Dat.  Sport played a role in his 
spare time and Graeme was part of the unit‟s volleyball and basketball team. 

Graeme‟s tour ended in February 1969 and he returned to Australia to 
be discharged from his National Service obligations in April 1969.  Back in civy 
street he worked for his father who owned the Park Hotel in Mt Gambia.  This 
lasted for fourteen years and during this time he met and married his first wife, 
Judy.  They have three children, Melissa, Damien and Rebecca. 

After leaving the hotel job, Graeme worked as a truck driver for a 
building company until he retired due to ill health in 1998 and received a TPI 
pension.  He and his partner Rhonda live on five acres at O.B. Flat about ten 
kilometres outside Mt Gambia.  They have two children, Shaun and James.  
Sport still plays a part in Graeme‟s life as he is the President of the local tennis 
club and Vice President of the football club (Aussie Rules naturally). 

 
MEMORIES 

“When I was at FSB Coral I was part of an escort, with APCs, that 
escorted some bull dozers from Coral to FSB Balmoral.  The dozers were 
being taken up to Balmoral to flatten the place as it was no longer being used.   
Anyway, about two kilometres form Balmoral the APSc pulled up and told us 
all to get out and wait there until they came back.  I guess we were supposed 
to be some blocking force or early warning system.  The truth was that I felt 
very nervous waiting out there in the middle of nowhere, in tiger country, with 
not so much as a sandbag or barbed wire anywhere in sight.  Fortunately, I 
survived this experience. 

I was unlucky to get caught, along with Eddie Place, for having a party 
in my tent.  The result was that I copped two weeks in the pen in Vung Tau 
and the loss of two weeks pay.  To this day, I firmly believe that I was set up 
by a certain Captain, who shall remain nameless, but if you were there at the 
time you will know who I mean.” 
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NAME: Richard John (Rick) PAXTON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  2 December 1970 
DEPARTED:   16 November 1971 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Rick was called-up for National Service in October 1969.  He was at 1 

AOD when he got his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam on 2 
December 1970 after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Rick was posted as a Private Storeman and his main duties were 
driving the forklift and truck.  He had a short stint looking after the bath unit 
and did his share of picket duties on the wire.  In June 1971 he was posted to 
2 AOD in Vung Tau as part of the winding up of operations at the OFP and its 
eventual return to Australia. 

Rick returned to Australia in November 1971 and was discharged from 
National Service about a month later.  He returned to his previous job in the 
motor spare parts department at Thompson Ford in Parramatta where he 
stayed for three years.  He continued working in the motor spare parts industry 
until 1979 when he went to work for NSW Rail.  He was retrenched from NSW 
Rail in 2005. 

Rick is now semi-retired and works part time when the opportunity 
presents itself.  He plays as much golf as he can and also enjoys a bet with a 
beer.  He lives with his partner, Kay, in Coffs Harbour and has a son and a 
daughter from a previous marriage. 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“The move to Vung Tau from Nui Dat, after six months, was an 

improvement on living amongst the rubber trees.  My social life improved 
greatly with access to the delights of Vung Tau itself, as well as visits to the 
Yank Club on the Back Beach on Sunday arvos, to listen to the many bands 
that used to play there. 

I was also able to stretch the odd lunch hour and grab a board and go 
surfing.” 
 
 
 



 175 

NAME: David John PEAK 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  January 1971 
DEPARTED:   May 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
David joined the ARA, just before his eighteenth birthday, in May 1967 for 

a period of six years.  He was at 2 BOD when he received his posting to Vietnam 
as a Corporal Vehicle Storeman and arrived in Vietnam in January 1971, after a 
flight over on a Qantas Charter flight. 

As well as his storeman duties, David spent time at FSB Garth.  It was 
whilst he was out at the Fire Support Base that he witnessed an APC hitting a 
landmine. Fortunately it was not the APC he was on.  He was on R & C leave in 
Vung Tau in May 1971 when he accidentally injured his ankle.  It was decided that 
the extent of his injury required that he be Medivaced back to Australia.  Although 
David was not happy at the prospect of returning home half way through his tour, 
he had no choice.  On 31 May 1971 he found himself on a RAAF C130 Medivac 
flight home via a stop over in Butterworth Air Base in Malaysia.  After a stay in the 
Military Hospital at Ingleburn, he was posted to 2 BOD, in Sydney.  David stayed 
here until he took his discharge from the Army in 1973. 

In civy street, he toured around for a while unable to settle down, until he 
reached Mt Isa and got a job as a plant operator in 1974. This job lasted about 
eighteen months before he was on the road again touring around before landing 
back in his home town of Tamworth.  David returned to Mt Isa in 1980 and stayed 
there until 1986, then he worked for a surveyor in Ulladullah for a couple of years 
before returning once again to Tamworth.  His last job was with CSR/Humes as a 
plant operator, which lasted for nine years, until he was forced to retire through ill 
health and was granted the TPI pension. 

He lives with his wife Mairi in Tamworth and in his spare time enjoys a bit 
of fishing and the odd game of golf, provided there is a golf buggy available for 
him to get around on. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I was at FSB Garth and was part of a convoy of APCs sent out to RV and 

pick up some infantry personnel and deliver them to another RV point.  We met 
the infantry at the RV point which was in a rubber plantation, which was as black 
as, in the middle of the day.  We picked up the infantry guys and headed out of 
the rubber to the other RV point, which was between the rubber plantation on a 
track approaching crossroads.  We were in a convoy of 3 APCs when the lead 
APC hit a landmine.  The communication between the troops and the RAAF Dust-
off chopper was excellent in the way that they got the injured out quickly.  It was 
something I will never forget. 

On a lighter note –Corporals in the unit had to act as barmen in the 
Officers Mess, on a roster basis.  We used to have what we called a „Grog 
Happening‟.  Grog from the Officers Mess just happened to get into a 5 gallon 
bucket which was taken back to the lines for the guys to enjoy.” 
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NAME: Noel John PEUT 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   6 May 1967 
DEPARTED:   24 Aug 1967 
 
 

PROFILE 
Noel was called up for National Service in April 1966.  He undertook his 

recruit training at 3TB Singleton and his Corps training at Bonegilla, where he was 
trained as a Storeman Tech.  Following Corps training Noel was posted to 1 BOD in 
Brisbane. 

In May 1967, Noel was posted to 6 OFP (Det) at Nui Dat.  He left Brisbane by 
train for Sydney, with the majority of the guys who were posted to the unit in SVN.  He 
had his last night out in Sydney (with some US Navy guys) and just made parade the 
next morning. From Sydney they flew by Ansett to Darwin where they stayed 
overnight.  In the early hours of the next morning they were loaded onto a RAAF C130 
and flown to Saigon. After processing in Saigon they were flown by Caribou to Nui 
Dat, arriving late in the afternoon. 

On arrival, Noel and the other new arrivals moved into the new location for the 
OFP, down near the end of the airstrip.  They were required to sandbag their tents and 
weapon pits, and dig bunkers beside their tent for protection from mortar attacks. 

Noel‟s main duties were as a storeman tech.  On occasions he was required 
to undertake picket duties on the perimeter wire (Cavalry Regiment comes to mind) as 
well as laundry runs to Baria.  Noel was part of the commencement of the replacement 
of personnel on a man for man basis, rather than a unit by unit as had been the case.  
He returned to Australia with several others in late August 1967.  They flew from 
Vietnam to Manila by Pan American.  After staying overnight in Manila, they caught an 
early morning Qantas flight to Brisbane. 

After one weeks leave, Noel returned to 6 OFP at Enoggera.  He was 
promoted to Corporal and remained with the unit until he was discharged in April 
1968.  Following his discharge, he returned to his previous employment with the 
Public Trustee Queensland, where he remained until 1995.  Noel retired permanently 
in 1999 after a couple of years with the Leukaemia Foundation.  Noel is married to 
Colleen and they live in Brisbane.  They have two children (Leah and Brendan) and 
one lovely granddaughter, Ruby. 

 

MEMORIES 
“A few memories come to mind from my time at Nui Dat.  One in particular 

was when we first arrived at Nui Dat, late in the afternoon.  We were taken to the old 
OFP site and were shown the tent that had been mortared in late 1966.  If they tried to 
scare us they succeed.  We were then taken to our new site where we had to do 
picket duty the first night.  I don‟t know how, it was so dark that when you put your 
hands in front of you, you couldn‟t see them.  Thank God no one walked up the road in 
front of us. 

I remember the few trips we had to Vung Tau on a Sunday for a bit of R & R 
at the Yank run Beachcomber bar on the Back Beach.  The trip home was exciting 
also. I got my truck licence by driving around the base and over SAS Hill. I think the 
testing officer was a WO1 from SAS.  They must have been desperate to give out 
licences in those days” 
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NAME: Edward Leonard (Eddy) PLACE 
 

UNIT/S:   6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP – 3rd Bn R.A.R. 
 
1

ST
 Tour 

ARRIVED:   17 January 1968 
DEPARTED:   23 January 1969 
2

nd
 Tour  (3

rd
 Bn R.A.R.) 

ARRIVED:  3 February 1971 
DEPARTED:  16 October 1971 

 
PROFILE 

Eddy enlisted in the ARA on 26 January 1966.  After Basic Training at 
Kapooka, he trained as a Cook, in the Australian Army Catering Corps.  This was 
followed with a short posting to Singleton, then transferring, as Cpl Cook, to North 
Head School of Artillery in late January 1967. 

Eddy volunteered for the Tassie bushfires on 3 February 1967 and he was en-
route within an hour, with other military personnel.  This included Alpha Coy 3

rd
 Bn 

R.A.R. and Assault Pioneers (deployed from Puckapunyal, training for Vietnam), 
Nurses, WRAACs etc.  On R.T.U. (after 3½ months in Tassie), was warned for Active 
Service, deployed to Ingleburn Infantry Centre for Infantry Training and Canungra.  He 
endured the courses a second time, being classed „too young‟ the first time.  15 
December 1967 he was transferred to ECPD, South Head, convincing Ingleburn he 
was a cook….not an Infantryman. 

In January 1968 Eddy embarked on H.M.A.S. Sydney for Vietnam, arriving 
ashore to an un-successful suicide grenade attack by Viet Cong attempting 
penetration of the perimeter.  Due to non existing Messes at TFMA (at the time), 
TFMA Cooks were deployed to units catering for TFMA personnel.  Eddy was at 
ADMIN Coy 2

nd
 Bn R.A.R. sleeping in TFMA lines.  TFMA personnel with Eddy were 

deployed, with elements of Task Force, to Bearcat (Camp Martin Cox), then FSB 
„Coral‟.  Ron „Road Runner‟ Lowe replaced Eddy at „Coral‟.  M37 stoves damaged at 
„Coral‟ were replaced with new M26 stoves at Nui Dat.  Eddy enjoyed being one of the 
first to experience them.  Returning to Australia on 23 January 1969, after leave, Eddy 
was attached at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart, on the un-allocated list, before posted as 
Cpl Cook to „A‟ Sqn 3

rd
 Cav Regt. In early 1970 he was posted to 3

rd
 Bn R.A.R. for a 

second tour. 
Eddy demobbed on 26 January 1972, after six years service.  He continued 

catering until being Pensioned (due to ill health) in 1987 and was granted a T.P.I. 
Service Pension.  Eddy was a Founding Member of the Vietnam Veteran‟s Action 
Association, (later dropping „Action‟).  As a Member of The R.A.R. Association, he 
initiated Long Tan Day in Melbourne.  In his younger years he enjoyed playing rugby, 
cycling, writing and reciting poetry.  Nowadays, Winky (his partner) and he are busy 
renovating together and playing with his ever-expanding electric train set, Winky 
bought. 

 
MEMORIES 

“TFMA, Vietnam, although some forgettable moments, I will treasure, good 
and not so good. The experience I gained I used in counselling people in the early 
days of The VVAA (before we finally achieved a so-called Counselling Service).  I 
learnt about “True Comradeship” in the OFP.  Everyday, until we had re-unions, I 
pondered where and how everyone was.  With more experience, I would have liked to 
have served everyone better.  We were a Great Team, in a Great Unit.” 
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NAME: Trevor RACKLEY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  18 June 1968 
DEPARTED:  23 June 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Trevor joined the ARA in 1959.  He completed his Corps Training at 1 COD 

Bandiana.  In 1960 he was posted to Puckapunyal Area Workshop Stores Section 
(Armored and Earthmoving Equipment).  From there he was posted, in 1965, to 
5COD/1CAD Wallangarra AMMO Depot and worked on ammo gangs, ammo repairs and 
demolitions.  This was followed with a job of non-explosive storeman, depot fire truck 
operator and school bus driver.  In March 1968 Trevor was sent to Canungra to do a JTC 
Course in preparation for his posting to Vietnam in June 1968. Trevor had volunteered for 
Vietnam as at that time it was the only way to qualify for a Defense Service Home Loan 

He arrived in Saigon on 18 June 1968, after a flight over on a Qantas charter 
flight, and was then on shipped to Nui-Dat.  His posting was as a Corporal in the Ammo 
Point, which was next to the Kangaroo Heli-Pad in the grounds of the engineer‟s workshop.  
He ended up at the chopper re-arming point assembling 2.75 inch rockets.   After a 
chopper blew up one day, and the top rotor assembly weighing some 150kg landed at their 
feet, the section was moved to the back of SAS Hill where the ammo was stored in several 
bunkers.  Not long after the move there was an explosion in a bunker which they believed 
was caused by VC fire. 

Later Trevor was moved again to the OFP Depot proper where he ran the small 
arms warehouse (Rackleys Roost).  He did a course to operate the 16mm Projector, did a 
TFMA Patrol somewhere near the Long Tan Area, went out with the Bath Unit on one 
occasion up country and did a couple of convoy jobs to Vungers. 

After returning home in June 1969, Trevor was first posted to 6 0FP Enoggera, 
then to the Northern Command Workshop Stores Section at Bulimba where he was 
promoted to Sergeant.  From there he went to 1BOD Meeandah, later to become 11 
Supply Battalion.  From there he was posted to 33 Supply Bn Med and Dent Store at 
Camblefield Melbourne.  In April 1979 he returned to Brisbane for discharge in July, 
serving almost 21 years.  Back into civy street life, Trevor bought a home and began to 
raise a family.  In 1990 he had a major set back with his heart and was given six months to 
live.  Fortunately he‟s still around.  In 2001 he had another set back when his marriage 
broke up, then disaster struck him again in 2004 when he collapsed and nearly died from 
heart and kidney failure.  He underwent an operation to have a defibrillator implant fitted 
and now he‟s getting around better than ever.  Not having worked since 1992 it has been 
hard for him to find something to occupy his mind.  He spent ten years in the Local Coast 
Guard and now he‟s a top Avon rep.  Yes, a male can achieve selling female cosmetics.  
He has also been on the State Management Committee of the RAAOC Association (Qld 
Div) for the past ten years. 

 

MEMORIES 
“Things that I can remember are diving into the bunker on several occasions 

(thanks to the VC), chicken man, etherized eggs and milk, Sid Brent‟s Tea Shop, the cash 
and carry store run by Dave Radcliffe (I think), mud, rain, being sprayed by low frying 
aircraft and in the last few months of my tour, running the Boozer.  Who remembers the big 
pile of cans out the back of the boozer that were used as the foundations for a cement 
slab?” 
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NAME: Albert David (Dave) RADCLIFFE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  19 Feb 1968 
DEPARTED:  21 Feb 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Dave joined the ARA on 4 April 1966.  He was at the Bulimba 

Workshops Stores Section in Brisbane when he received his posting to 
Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas charter, he arrived at Nui Dat on 19 
February 1968. 

Dave arrived at the unit as a Private Storeman but was soon promoted 
to Corporal in April 1968.  He worked in the Self Service Store located next to 
Headquarters and also in Clothing & General and MT Spares.  Besides his 
normal duties, Dave undertook picket duties on the wire at 161 Battery and 2 
Cav Regiment.  There were also escort duties to Vung Tau and resupply trips 
out to artillery at Fire Support Bases, as well as being part of a forward 
support detachment at an American Base from where he had to drive a truck 
and trailer back to Nui Dat after it was over. 

Dave took his R & R in Bangkok.  He completed his tour on 21 
February 1969 and returned to Australia on a Qantas charter flight.  His 
postings after his return were to 3 OFP Townsville, 1 CAD Wallangarra, 711 
Supply Coy Darwin and 611 Supply Coy Hobart.  On 3 April 1978, he retired 
from the Army with the rank of Staff Sergeant after twelve years service. 

After leaving the army, Dave moved to Perth where he worked as a 
storeman with 51 Supply Battalion Midland and then moved to Guildford in 
1988.  He was a Stores Supervisor when he was given a redundancy package 
in June 1997. 

Dave is now retired and receives a Service and Disability pension.  He 
is taking life as it comes and enjoys doing jigsaw puzzles and crossword 
puzzles. 

 
MEMORIES 

“Strange as it may seem, although it has been thirty five years or more 
since I left Vietnam, it still seems like yesterday. 

I remember bodies of VC killed by our troops in an ambush outside 
Hoa Long and being brought into the village for identification, the shooting at 
our own troops while on wire duty at 161 Battery. Fortunately no one was 
killed or injured. 

I remember the ammunition dump located at the bottom of SAS Hill 
exploding, the etherised eggs we used to have for breakfast, but most 
importantly I remember the fellows I served with and try and keep in touch at 
Christmas.” 
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NAME: John William REDMAN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1968 
DEPARTED:  March 1969 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
John was called-up for National Service in March 1967.  He completed 

his recruit training at Singleton and after Corps training at Bandiana was 
posted to Moorebank, Sydney.  In February 1968 he was asked if there was 
any reason he should not go to Vietnam and was promptly told to get used to 
it soldier because you are going.  In March 1968 he left Australia by Qantas 
and was flown to Manilla, Philippines.  Qantas would not land in Saigon 
because of problems following the TET Offensive so they were taken from 
Manilla by World Airlines to Saigon. 

After a week in country John was asked by his OC, Capt. Mike Clark, 
to be his batman.  This meant a promotion to Lance Corporal and prospects of 
travel within the country.  John spent six months as a batman until the new OC 
Capt Maurie Galt arrived to take over command of the OFP.  He was then 
transferred to take over the Self Serve stores shed which contained all the 
goodies (i.e. soaps, toiletries, typewriters, all types of stationery etc).  When 
his time came to return to Australia after a tour of twelve months and one day, 
he was told by the OC, Capt Maurie Galt, that he was not going home as he 
could not be spared.  A quick trip was made to the Padre of 1 RAR and within 
half an hour John was informed by Capt. Galt that he would be going home. 

Soon after John returned home, in March 1969, he was discharged 
and returned to his previous employer Young & Green (motor vehicle dealers).  
In 1972 he was put into vehicle sales and remained with Young & Green in 
sales both as a salesperson and later a sales manager until 1997.  It was at 
this time that John was diagnosed with colon cancer and was forced to retire 
in June 1997.  Today he lives happily with his wife, Colleen, who he married 
two weeks prior to going to Vietnam.  He has four children and six grand 
children. 

 
MEMORIES 

“Because of my batman duties I was able to do ironing for the fellows 
going on leave. Shirts were 50c and trousers a $1.00.  The iron was a birthday 
gift from my mother-in-law. 

In April 1968 I was assigned as a gunner on an ammo truck heading 
points north.  I was scared stiff.  I remember writing a letter to my wife and 
asking my tent mates, Michael Curtis and Graeme Patzel, to mail the letter if I 
did not return. 

In October 1968 I returned to Australia on R & R leave for five days to 
see my first son Anthony, who was born on 1st October.” 
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NAME: Ross Alfred RINDFLEISH 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  June 1967 
DEPARTED:   June 1968  
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Ross was called up for National Service on 13 July 1966.  He was 
stationed in Brisbane when he got his posting to Vietnam.  Ross arrived in 
Vietnam in June 1967, after a TAA charter flight from Sydney to Darwin and 
then a RAAF C130 Hercules flight from Darwin to Saigon. 

Ross was initially posted as a Private Clerk Ordnance working in the 
Control Office.  When Ron Vernieux returned to Australia, Ross was promoted 
to Corporal and assumed responsibility for the Bulk Break.  He also had to do 
his share of night pickets on the wire and remembers doing time at the New 
Zealand artillery and the American Mobile artillery units when they were out on 
operations.  He was also involved in a couple of outings as shotgun for Civil 
Affairs. 

Ross‟ tour ended in June 1968 and he returned to Australia to be 
discharged from National Service soon after.  Back in civy street, Ross 
returned to his previous employment with the Dubbo City Council for about 
fifteen months.  He then left and travelled around New Zealand and Fiji for 
about a year.  Since then, Ross has spent most of his working life on 
construction and mining projects with various companies in various locations 
(Western Australia, NSW, Victoria, Northern Territory, South Africa and 
Canada). 

He is still working, at present at the Mt Keith Nickel Mine in Western 
Australia.  He works for approximately ten weeks then has three to four weeks 
off.  Ross has set up home in Manila in the Philippines and has lived there for 
the past twenty odd years.  He is married and has a sixteen year old son. 
When he is not working he spends all his time in Manila relaxing and enjoying 
a few San Miguels. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I don‟t really have a memory that stands out above any other.  In 
hindsight, I guess I was fortunate in having spent most of my time at the OFP 
itself.  Although the almost twelve months I was there seemed like a long time 
at the time, I think it is thanks to the people I was there with that the memories 
I do have are not unpleasant.” 
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NAME: James Bertram (Jim) ROBINSON 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1967 
DEPARTED:  February 1968 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Jim was called up for National Service training in the first intake, but was 

deferred so that he could complete his trade training as an upholsterer.  The Army 
eventually caught up with him, and he started Recruit Training at Wagga Wagga 
in April 1966.  Following Corps Training, Jim was posted to the Ammunition 
Section of 1 BOD at Enoggera in Brisbane.  Shortly before he went to Vietnam, he 
was posted to 6 OFP in preparation for the move.   

Jim arrived at Nui Dat in May 1967 and was posted as a Private Storeman 
Tech and served under Sgt Mal Gibson.  Like most others in this Unit, there were 
other duties Jim was required to carry out. When not being a storeman, he was 
involved in shotgun escorts for Civil Affairs projects, convoys to Fire Support 
Bases, resupply trips to local AATV personnel serving with ARVN Units, relocating 
villages and picket duties on the perimeter wire. 

Jim‟s tour ended in February 1968, just after the TET Offensive had 
started.  Because Saigon was being shot up, he was flown to Butterworth, in 
Malaysia, and from there caught a Qantas charter home.  After his discharge from 
National Service in April 1968, he returned to his trade as an upholsterer.  Jim 
remained in this trade until 2000.  He now works for a manufacturer of home care 
products and, at this stage, intends to keep working for a few more years. 

He is married to Zenaida and lives in Sydney.  They have two children.  
They enjoy travelling when the opportunity presents itself. 

 
MEMORIES 

“I remember one night we were on picket duty on the perimeter wire where the 
American mobile howitzers were stationed.  Next door was an Australian Artillery 
Battery.  We could see out in the distance towards the hills the light of a lantern being 
carried along.  I could hear them calling out the grid reference details to the artillery for 
a fire mission.  Anyway, they fired a few rounds but I don‟t think they landed anywhere 
near the bloke with the lantern. 

On another occasion we were ordered to stand to, and I was with Sgt Arthur 
(Di) Dionysius.  We manned a gun pit on our perimeter which was just across the road 
from the RAASC fuel dump with all its bladders full of fuel.  It must have been during 
the monsoon season as the pit was full of water.  Di reckons that we weren‟t going to 
get in there and get ourselves all wet, so we parked ourselves on top of the pit.  
Shortly after an officer came along and wanted to know why we weren‟t in the pit.  Di 
told him that it was full of water and if the enemy did attack all we had to shoot at was 
bladders full of fuel so there wasn‟t much point in getting wet, just for that.  Di was an 
old Korea Veteran and he wasn‟t about to be too troubled by a young officer.  The 
officer just looked at us, shrugged his shoulders and walked away.” 
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NAME: Ronald Charles ROGERS  
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 101 Field Workshops – 1 OFP 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  19 September 1966 
DEPARTED:       September 1967 
2nd Tour 

ARRIVED:  21 October 1969 
DEPARTED:  22 October 1970 

 

PROFILE 
Ron enlisted in the Regular Army on the 21st April 1964.  After Corp training 

he was transferred to Bogan Gate (Ammo) before being transferred to 101 Field 
Workshops, and then to 3 OFP.  From there he received his posting to 1OFP (Det) 
SVN in September 1966.  After a flight over on a Qantas charter, which was diverted 
to the Philippines (Clark Air Base) for 2 days, they flew into Ton Son Nuit Airport, then 
on to Vung Tau before eventually getting to the OFP in Nui Dat. 

Ron‟s first tour was as a Private Storeman/Driver for the Q Store.  In February 
1967, halfway through his first tour, he was transferred to 101 Field Workshops.  Ron 
thinks that this was a cross transfer with Colin Griffiths who went to the OFP.  His first 
tour ended in September 1967 and he returned to Australia by RAAF C130 Hercules 
aircraft.   

Ron commenced his second tour with the OFP in October 1969.  This time he 
went over on a Qantas flight via Singapore, Ton Son Nuit and direct to Nui Dat.  He 
was a Corporal in the Q Store with Staff Sergeant Claude Stonehouse.  This lasted for 
about six months before he went into the Self Service Store for the remainder of the 
tour.  He was also a section commander for the TFMA patrols for about nine months.  
Ron also ran the nightly movies most nights, when he wasn‟t otherwise engaged.  He 
returned home in October 1970.  Ron stayed in the Regular Army until 1984, 
completing 20 years service and during that time was promoted to WO2.  After his 
discharge he re-enlisted in the Army Reserve (5 Training Group) as a WO2 instructor.  
After a further 12 years, the military and Ron had a mutual parting of the ways.  After 
17 years working for the State Government (WA), Ron took a redundancy and applied 
for a TPI Pension which was granted in July 2001.  He lives with his wife Mary-Anne in 
Perth WA. 

 

MEMORIES 
“On my first posting to South Vietnam I left Sydney with only a vague idea of 

where the OFP was actually located.  All I was told from the staff at ECPD is “its 
somewhere in South Vietnam”.  They weren‟t exactly sure where.  On arrival at Saigon 
airport, not knowing what else to do, I jumped on a plane with 101 Field Battery, which 
was being transferred to Vietnam at the same time.  On arrival at the transit camp at 
Vung Tau I was told, because I was Ordnance, that I was to report across the road to 
the AOD.  When I presented myself at the Orderly room I was told “you‟re in transit, go 
across to the transit camp”, which I did.  I was told again to go back to Ordnance!  So I 
sat on the side of the road with all my gear until a Land Rover pulled up and an Officer 
asked me what I was doing sitting on the side of the road.  After hearing my tale of 
woe, he told me to jump in the back and he would take me to the OFP.  I think the 
Officer was Captain Bland.  The second tour was easy, I knew where to go!!  There 
was even somebody there to meet me at Luscombe.” 
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NAME: Russell  (Rusty) ROWLANDS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
1st Tour 
ARRIVED:  7 January 1969 
DEPARTED:  28 January 1970 
2nd Tour 
ARRIVED:   September 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 

PROFILE 
Rusty joined the ARA in March 1962.  As there was no RAAOC training centre 

then, he went to 2 COD, Broadmeadows, Vic after recruit training.  Whilst at 
Broadmeadows he was also posted to 3 Base Wksp Stores Section and 3 Ammunition 
Inspection & Proofing Section.  His next move was overseas and in December 1964 
he was posted to the 28 Commonwealth INF Brigade, Camp Terendak, Malacca, 
Malaysia and served with the 28 Ord Field Park.  Rusty claims that he spent two top 
years swanning around Malaysia and Singapore at the same time as the Indonesian 
confrontation was going on.  He returned to Australia in December 1966 on board the 
SS “Arcadia” to take up his posting to 3 BOD.  Rusty heard the bugle call and 
volunteered for Vietnam.  His wish was granted and he lobbed there in January 1969 
and took up his posting as a Corporal in Stores Distribution section.  As well as his 
regular duties at the OFP, Rusty was also required to take part in many TFMA patrols, 
some of which he was required to lead.  In January 1970 his tour of duty ended and 
Rusty returned to Australia and was posted to 1 COD, Bandiana.  His remaining years 
in the Army included 1 AOD (promoted to Sergeant) - back to SVN in September 1971 
to 2 AOD to help pack up and RTA February 1972 - returned to 1 AOD - LOG Comd 
Melbourne, November 1975 (promoted to WO2) – 33 Sup Bn South Kensington, 1977 
as Local Purchasing Officer – back to LOG Comd in January 1980 (promoted to WO1) 
and finally retired in March 1982 after twenty years in the Army. 

Employment after the Army was a bit of a mixed bag for Rusty.  The next few 
years included employment at Hills Industries, Adelaide – Repco, Adelaide – and from 
there he joined the Australian Protective Service at Salisbury and then onto Pine Gap, 
Alice Springs.  Next was a stint as a purchasing officer with the NT Government.  He 
joined the NT Police Force in January 1992 and served with them until his forced 
retirement in May 1998 due to PTSD and hearing Loss etc.  He now enjoys his 
retirement with his bride of thirty-six plus years, Sue, on their 2.5 acres just out of 
Burrum Heads, Qld. 

 
MEMORIES 

“My main memories are stepping off the RAAF Hercules at Saigon and 
wanting to go straight home!  On to a Wallaby to Nui Dat and 1 OFP.  Loved the tents. 
– Got pinged by the OC on my first Sunday there for allowing drinking in the lines 
(severe reprimand) – Many patrols followed, including a TFMA Company three day 
patrol under a RAASC Captain, but all the others were with me and my section.  There 
were many forays out bush with the shower unit.  The only good memories I have of 
SVN are of the good mates I made (which is why I love the reunions we‟ve had) and 
coming home.  A lot of alcohol was consumed in country by myself and others, but I 
don‟t think it helped anyone or anything.” 
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NAME: Brian John RUTLEDGE 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  5 December 1967 
DEPARTED:  3 December 1968 
 
 

 
PROFILE 
 

Brian joined the ARA Supplement (O) on 18 Jan 1967 aged 18 years.  After 
recruit training he was posted to Ordnance and sent to Bandiana for Corps training.  
On completion of his Corps training he was posted to 3

rd
 Ordnance Stores Platoon at 

Bonegilla while waiting on a posting to Vietnam after reaching 19 years of age. 
In December 1967 Brian left Australia on a Qantas flight from Mascot to 

Darwin, Singapore then Saigon where he was put up for the night with the Yanks.  The 
next day he was flown up to Nui Dat to commence his tour with 6 OFP (Det).  Brian 
was posted to the unit as a Storeman Private but initially he acted as a barman in the 
TFMA Sergeant‟s Mess until a barman was posted to the position.  He then continued 
the remainder of his time as a storeman.  R & R leave was spent in Bangkok.  Brian 
completed his tour of duty in December 1968 and returned to Australia on a Qantas 
charter flight directly to Mascot. 

On his return to Australia, Brian served another 13 months in Australia at 2
nd

 
Base Ordnance Depot, Moorebank, Sydney prior to taking his discharge on 17 
January 1970.  After his discharge he worked on the local council as an Electrical 
Linesman for two and a half years.  During this period he married Peg but found it 
hard to settle down into civilian life. 

On 13 June 1972 Brian rejoined the Army this time with RAEME.  During this 
phase of his Army career he served with the following units:- 

Sep 72 - May 75- 1
st
 Field Engineer Regt Wkshps (promoted to L/Cpl & Cpl) 

May 75 - Dec 75-1
st
 Division Workshops 

Dec 75 - Feb 80- 2
nd

 Electrical Mechanical Engineer Service Unit 
Feb 80 - Dec 82- 10 Terminal Regiment Workshops 
Dec 80 - Aug 84- HQ 1

st
 Military District (promoted to Sergeant) 

Aug 84 - Mar 88- 1 Signal Regiment Workshops 
Mar 88 - Jan 89- 1

st
 Aviation Regiment Workshop 

Jan 89 - Jul 89-  5
th
 Base Workshop Battalion (promoted to S/Sgt) 

Brian then took his discharge on 9 July 1998.  After this he joined the 
Queensland University Regiment and served another ten years with ARES as QMS.  

Brian is now retired as a TPI Pensioner and enjoying life playing bowls.  He lives with 
his wife, Peggy, in Berry, NSW. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

None 
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NAME: David Harold SANDERSON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  September 1969 
DEPARTED:   September 1970 

 

 

PROFILE 
David was working for the Savings Bank of SA when he was called up for National 

Service in October 1968.  He was serving with Ordnance Corp at Gaythorne in Brisbane 
when he received his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Pan Am charter flight, 
David arrived in Nui Dat in September 1969 to take up his posting as a Private Clerk 
working in the OFP Control Office 

David‟s involvement at 1 OFP extended from the internal audit section to assisting 
in the stores area as well as attending at various fire support bases from time to time.  In 
an earnest conversation with Capt Burkhill, David was advised that some thought had 
been given to promoting him to the rank of Lance Corporal but eventually it was decided 
not to.  David advised his senior officer that he felt the correct decision had been made and 
recommended that the officer “not lose too much sleep” over the issue... Some rather 
unfortunate but minor incidents, which included fines debited to the pay book and “CB”, 
may have influenced the aforementioned promotional opportunities.  One of those 
incidents had its origins in the decision made at a high level to limit the supply of beer to 
“two cans per man per day”.  Wise heads knew this was doomed to failure but alternate 
supply sources were required in the interim, and David may have been intercepted, late 
one evening in the transport of that alternate supply. 

David‟s tour ended in September 1970 and he returned to Adelaide.  He was due 
for discharge from National Service in October 1970, and on his return he insisted that he 
be discharged early.  The Army finally agreed and he was given a discharge one month 
early on the condition that he report to Keswick Barracks twice yearly for a period of four 
years, or spend time with the CMF, until he had made up the extra time.  David never 
reported as instructed and assumes that he is still officially AWOL. 

He returned to his career with the bank which became the State Bank of SA in 
1984 after the merger of Savings Bank of SA and the rural based State Bank of SA.  David 
was a Manager in Corporate Banking when he resigned from the Bank in 1991 to take a 
position as Corporate Manager for Challenge Bank in Adelaide.  David stayed for about 12 
months at Challenge Bank before taking up a position as Managing Director of an unlisted 
public company.  In 1994, David established his own Finance Broking business which he 
still runs to this day.  From his first marriage, David has a son, Brenton who has played 
about 13 years of AFL football mostly with Geelong and a daughter, Michelle who is a 
social worker with Centrecare in Adelaide.  In 1994 David married Kathy and they have two 
sons Jack & Harry, aged 9 and 10. They live in Belair (SA) and the boys attend St Johns 
Grammar School.  Kathy has her own retail business and in their spare time they enjoy 
cycling, travelling, walking, gardening and supporting their boys sporting pursuits.  David is 
coach of the year 2/3 school football team and is also on the board of management of the 
(local) Blackwood and District Community Hospital. 

 

MEMORIES 
“My memories of Vietnam include the Sunday trips to Vung Tau, the negotiations 

the Americans were willing to enter into to exchange Aust Army clothing and footwear, the 
antics of the Maori soldiers from NZ Army whose tents adjoined ours at Nui Dat, and the 
fact that we actually paid Laurie Manna to cut our hair.  No wonder he worked in the Tax 
Office.” 
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NAME: Edward George (Ted) SELLENS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) & 2 COD 
 
ARRIVED:  April 1966 
DEPARTED:  May 1967 
 
 
PROFILE 
 

Ted joined the ARA in June 1952.  He was stationed at 1 BOD in Brisbane 
when he received his posting to 2 Comp Ord Depot at Vung Tau.  After a trip over on 
a Qantas charter, Ted and the other new members of the unit were loaded into high 
sided trucks (cattle trucks) and transported to the 2 COD site. 

They were initially required to set up the Depot area and during this time Ted 
was required to carry out the following duties; OIC Laundry Pl (which was never 
unpacked or used), DSM until WO2 Caruthers arrived from Ben Hoi, OIC Veh Sect, 
Civil Admin employing civilian workers from Vung Tau for the stores area, OIC Emu 
Bob parades picking up rubbish and papers around the compound, bringing records of 
personnel up to date and posting sentries as required around the compound at night. 
After about three months in country Ted was sent on in country leave.  During this 
time the battle of Long Tan occurred and he was soon after advised that he was to 
replace the WO2 at 1 OFP (Det).  At the time Ted was not impressed by this move but 
after arrival at Nui Dat things settled down.  The members of the Detachment made 
him welcome and he found that they were generally a fairly happy group who made 
the best of what they had.  As a WO2 in the unit, his duties included DSM, some 
RQMS and Unit Liaison.  Ted was finally posted to 1 OFP (Det) permanently and 
remained there until he returned with the unit to Australia in May 1967 

On return to Australia he was posted again to 1 BOD.  Ted later served with 1 
BOD Det PNG as DSM, 1 BVD (CMF) as DSM and finally 2 BOD Moorebank as RSM 
(WO1).  He took his discharge in June 1973, after twenty-one years in the Army, and 
worked with PMG / Telecom until he retired. 

Ted is now retired and living with his wife on a quiet country property just 
north of Caboolture in Queensland.  He enjoys the country atmosphere, eating lots of 
home grown macadamia nuts and custard apples, meeting old friends and fitting in a 
game or two of lawn bowls. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“The bad memories never go away and these you don‟t share with anyone.  
The good memories are the friends I made in both units I served in; some I have since 
run into and had a beer and a chat. 

One particular occasion I do remember is the water fight with a certain 2nd 
Lieutenant from 1 ARU.  I can not remember who won but I know I was covered in 
foam from a fire extinguisher and looked like the ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN. 

Christmas and Corps week was duly celebrated and I will always remember 
the first delivery of XXXX – did it taste good.” 

 

Foot Note: Ted passed away on 20 December 2005.  This page was prepared 
before his death.  He is sadly missed by his wife Noela and family 
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NAME: Darryl William SHAW 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  5 May 1966 
DEPARTED: 8 May 1967 
 
 
 

PROFILE 
Darryl enlisted in the ARA on 2 May 1962 after he had served two years in the 

CMF.  After recruit training he requested that he be posted to RAAOC and was sent to 
101 Inf Wks Stores Section.  In 1964 he received his first promotion to Corporal.  
Further postings were to 1 Div Ord Coy and then to 1 OFP where he received his 
promotion to Sergeant. 

On 21 April 1966, Darryl was part of a small advance party for 1 OFP (Det) that 
embarked on HMAS “Sydney” for Vietnam.  They arrived in SVN in early May.  
Darryl‟s main responsibility in the OFP was as Sergeant in charge of Control Office.  
As well as his regular duties he was also required to undertake patrols with 1 ARU.  
For a brief period, Darryl was Acting OC of 1 OFP (Det) from when Lt. Norm Clarke 
(OC) burnt himself, until Lt. David Jamison took over.  The next most senior officer 
was WO2 Bill Eaglesham, who was down at Vung Tau at the time.  On 8 May 1967, 
Darryl and the rest of 1 OFP (Det) left Nui Dat and returned to Australia. 

Darryl‟s Army career after Vietnam consisted of the following postings:- 1 OFP, 10 
OFP, 69/71-HQ FARELF (Brit), 3 BOD (RAOC), 5AOD (RAAOC) Singapore, HQ 6TF 
(OO), HQ LOG Comd, 1 BOD Gaythorne, Ammo Sub Depot Enoggera, Veh Coy 
Banyo, ( Promoted to S/Sgt ) , HQ LOG Comd Melbourne, ( Promoted to WO2 ) , Sup 
Div Canberra, ( Promoted to WO1 ) , worked in every mainland Supply Depot 
installing / training for MACRO/SCUBA, the last few years spent in systems 
enhancement.  He retired in June 1982 after twenty years service in the Army.  He 
was the only Ordnance soldier to go from Recruit to WO1 and never attend any 
course at the RAAOC Centre. 

In 1984, Darryl moved to Tasmania where his wife, Dawn, passed away in 1989.  
He was remarried in 1995 to his present wife Liz.  He finally retired in 2002 after 
spending ten years working for the Tasmanian Supreme Court and is now a full time 
grandfather to his extended family.  Darryl is involved as a volunteer for the Red 
Cross, is on the Committee for his local RSL, and is also a Justice of the Peace.  In 
his spare time he enjoys fishing and hitting a golf ball as many times as he can around 
a golf course.  When his wife Liz retires, they plan to travel around Australia. 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“My best memories were of the crew we had in Nui Dat, particularly the Nashos, 
the finest bunch of people I have ever known.  Also to be invited to Eddie (Ted) Finn‟s 
wedding after we came back was a wonderful experience.  Lt Norm Clarke setting 
himself on fire in July ‟66 still worries me a bit.  It was an unsettling experience going 
through his gear to send back to Australia.  Worst experience in Nui Dat was burning 
out the „shitters‟ (toilets made out of 44 gallon drums with a hole cut in the top and 
three quarters buried – sitting out in the open); every morning with range fuel and 
diesel.  What a stink!!” 
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NAME: Neville Walter SHAW 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  August 1969 
DEPARTED:  August 1970 
 
 

 
PROFILE 

 
Nev was called-up for National Service in October 1968.  After recruit 

training at 3 TB Singleton and Corps training, he was posted to 3 OFP 
Townsville.  It was here that he received his posting to Vietnam in August 
1969 

Nev was posted as a Private Storeman, but spent much of his time out 
bush.  His most noted stay was two and a half months at Fire Support Base of 
Duc Tan where he was part of a group ordered to build a District Office for 
Civil Affairs.  Nev claimed to be a brickie‟s labourer in civy street to swing this 
job so that he could get away from Nui Dat. 

In May 1970, he took his R & R in Australia to marry his childhood 
sweet heart, Gloria, in Mareeba North Queensland.  After a short, but sweet 
honeymoon, he was back at Nui Dat until 12 August 1970 when his tour was 
up and he flew home.  He ended up serving 12 months and 1 day in country.  
His bloody Reo was late.  He was discharged from National Service in 
October 1970. 

Back in civy street, Nev returned to his career as a jockey where he 
rode for thirty years.  He was a leading rider in Cairns for a number of years.  
When he was called-up for Nasho, Nev weighed 51 kgs but soon blossomed 
to 68 kgs once he got in the Army.  His nickname in Vietnam was „FJ‟, short 
for „Fat Jockey‟. 

Nev also worked for Telecom / Telstra for twenty five years.  He is now 
retired and living with his wife Gloria, in Mooloolah in the Sunshine Coast 
hinterland in Queensland.  They have three sons (all too big to be jockeys) 
and six grand children, so far.  His hobbies are gardening and lawn bowls, a 
game he finds harder than riding in races. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember a particular incident when we were at Duc Tan building 
the District Office.  Duc Tan was under Yank control with local soldiers and 
their family living there.  One of the locals was sent to brush the perimeter but 
decided to send the old red bull through instead.  The fire got out of control in 
no time, setting fire to their dongers and sending live ammo and flares flying 
about everywhere.  He and the others rushed about putting out the fire not 
realizing the danger they put themselves in until after it was over.” 
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NAME: Peter Robert SHEA 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  August 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 
 

 

 
PROFILE 

 

Peter joined the Australian Regular Army in February 1964.  After 
recruit and Corps training he was posted to 1 BOD (Banyo, Brisbane), NT Ord 
Depot (Darwin) and the RAAOC Centre (Bonegilla) 

Peter was posted to Vietnam in August 1971.  He flew to Saigon by 
Qantas charter and then onto Vung Tau by Caribou.  Australia‟s involvement 
in Vietnam, at this stage was winding back, and Peter joined the OFP at Vung 
Tau as a Staff Sergeant.  The OFP at Nui Dat had been reduced to a 
detachment as part of the winding down process.  The relocated OFP at Vung 
Tau was then responsible for the supply of the remaining units in SVN until the 
withdrawal was completed.  Peter was involved in the final phase of packing 
up the unit and returning its stores to Australia.  He returned to Australia in 
February 1972. 

After his return to Australia, Peter continued on with his Army career 
and subsequently had the following postings; 3 CAD Marrangaroo, 3 FD ENG 
WKSPS Townsville, 21 SUP BN Sydney, 32 SUP BN Broadmeadows and 11 
SUP BN Meeandah.  Peter retired in 1984 as a WO2, after twenty years 
service in the ARA. 

On leaving the army he had various jobs until he ended up as a 
handyman on a resort on Noosa‟s north shore where he was able to fish both 
day and night.  Peter is now a TPI veteran.  He has had enough of the tourists 
on the coast and has moved to Kingaroy, where he has set up base and tours 
around Australia visiting family and friends. 

 

 

 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“After twenty years in Ordnance I have met and worked with so many 
fine blokes whose names I can‟t remember.  The overall time spent in Vietnam 
was an experience never to be forgotten.  This has left me more educated and 
a lot more furious, as we hear of the damage that the time in country has left 
them ruined.” 
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NAME: Philip Frederick SHEPHERD 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED::  April 1968 
DEPARTED:   May 1969 
 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Phil joined the ARA in 1965.  He was at 1 Div S & T Stores Section, 
Ingleburn when he got his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas 
charter, he arrived in SVN in April 1968. 

Phil was a Sergeant responsible for Internal audit in the Control Office.  
He also managed to spend some time out at Fire Support Bases.  He 
remembers a couple of stints at FSBs Margaret and Lion and, like most guys, 
was involved in his share of TAOR patrols. 

Phil‟s son was born in January 1969 whilst he was still in Vietnam.  His 
tour ended in May 1969 and he returned to Australia on a Qantas charter. 

He continued his career in the Army, reaching the rank of Warrant 
Officer 1st Class (WO1) by the time he took his discharge in 1985, after twenty 
years service.  After the Army, Phil worked for a pest exterminator for twelve 
months before starting his own business.  He ran his pest exterminating 
business for fifteen years before retiring, due to ill health, in 2000.  He is now 
in receipt of the TPI and when he‟s not at home in Melton, in Victoria, he‟s 
touring Australia with his wife Lyn, enjoying a game of lawn bowls along the 
way. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“The passage of time has dimmed my memory of my time in Vietnam.  
I do however remember the people I served with; some are still my friends to 
this day.” 
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NAME: Barry SIDDONS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  September 1966 
DEPARTED:  June 1967 

 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Barry was called up for National Service in September 1965.  He was 
stationed at 1 Composite Ordnance Co., Bandiana, when he received his 
posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam in September 1966 after a flight 
over on a Qantas Charter. 

Barry was posted as a Private Storeman.  Towards the end of his tour he 
was involved in the relocation of the OFP from near SAS Hill to a new location 
near the air strip. 

His tour ended in June 1967 and Barry returned to Australia by RAAF 
C130 Hercules.  He was discharged from his National Service obligations 
soon after, in September 1967. 

Back in civy street, Barry went into a partnership business with his brother.  
They had a hot water shop and they also installed evaporative air conditioning 
(Sola hart) and split refrigeration air conditioners. 

Barry is now semi-retired working two to three days a week.  He lives with 
his wife Leonie in Safety Bay WA.  They have raised two children. 

He played Aussie Rules football until he was forty-two and is still involved 
in coaching amateur footy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“I remember the good times I had on R & R leave in Hong Kong and the 

weekend leave in Vung Tau. 
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NAME:   Anthony (Tony) SLANN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Tony joined the ARA in 1967.  He was at 4 CAD, in South Australia, when 

he was posted to Vietnam in May 1971.  The trip over to Vietnam was by Qantas 
charter to Saigon then by USAF baby Hercules to Vung Tau and then onto Nui 
Dat. 

Tony was a Transport Corporal and sometime after his arrival he and Jim 
Marshall were moved over to C Squadron 1 Armoured Regiment to look after the 
maintenance of the Centurion tanks.  Prior to the withdrawal of troops from Nui 
Dat, Tony was involved with the cleaning of the tanks in readiness for their return 
to Australia.  He was part of the last group that left Nui Dat, forever, in November 
1971.  Tony moved down to Vung Tau where the OFP continued business until 
the final withdrawal from Vietnam in late January 1972.  He returned to Australia 
by RAAF C130 in February 1972 and was promoted to Sergeant before he left. 

On returning to Australia, Tony continued his trade as a Vehicle Storeman 
with postings to Bandiana, Macrossan (where he was promoted to Staff 
Sergeant), Broadmeadows and South Kensington.  His next move was to England 
on a „Long Look‟ six month posting in appreciation by the Corps for services 
rendered.  Tony then returned to Australia and to Broadmeadows.  Further 
postings to Darwin and Tasmania saw him complete his twenty years in the Army.  
At this stage Tony decided that he had had enough of the Army and the past was 
catching up with him.  He had undergone major operations on his neck and 
subsequently retired as TPI. 

 

MEMORIES 
“There was a small incident in regards to a large reptile which had been 

given an injection of morphine the day before.  Lt. Garry Downs still blames me for 
tying it to his office desk.  As you can imagine, over night, the morphine wore off 
and the reptile was not very happy, and there was one very scared Lt. Downs.  I 
believe he did a stint of extra duties for some sort of accident with his 9mm pistol.  
I think they called them ADs. 

Jim Marshall and I used to walk from 1 Armoured Regiment (we‟d been 
moved over there to look after the Centurion tanks) to work along the tank track at 
the rear of the dam, until one day we were stopped in our tracks by this huge 
snake.  I mean it was huge, the thing had a head on it like a pig dog.  We asked 
for a vehicle or transport, as we were not walking any more.  No one believed us 
at the regiment until one day we were on our way in the back of a MK3, when the 
driver suddenly came to a screaming halt.  The monster was heading for either 
the dam for a drink or a swim or it was looking for Jim and I, or possibly both.” 
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NAME: Richard Cleve SMITH 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  April 1968 
DEPARTED:  April 1969 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Richard was called-up for National Service in July 1967.  Following 
recruit and Corps training he was posted to 2 BOD, where he was serving 
when he was posted to Vietnam. 

Richard arrived at Nui Dat in April 1968 after a flight over on a Qantas 
charter.  He was a Private Storeman during his time in the unit.  Like many 
others, Richard also had his share of TFMA patrols, stints with the bath unit 
and riding shotgun to help fill in his time. 

His tour ended in April 1969 and he flew home on a Qantas charter.  
When he returned home it was a Wednesday night.  He then met with his 
fiancée, went shopping on the Thursday to get a suit, drove home on Friday 
and got married on the Saturday. 

After his two year National Service obligation, Richard returned to his 
old job which was in spare parts.  He stayed in spare parts, eventually 
becoming a territory manager with Repco Auto Parts. 

He is now a retired TPI and loves playing bowls and enjoys 4 wheel 
driving trips around Australia. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“My best memories are of having so many good mates that will last a 
life time.  My bad memories are too many to list. One bad memory was when 
we took out the bath unit to one of the units in the field.  On our way in we 
were stopped as there was a contact up ahead.  When it was safe, we were 
led in to shower the troops.  On our return we came to a sudden stop and I 
asked the driver what the heck was wrong.  He did not know so he jumped out 
of the truck.  In the mean time we did have an escort vehicle but it kept going 
leaving us in the bush all alone.  We found the problem; it was a heap of wire 
wrapped around the back wheel.  We only had a pair of pliers to cut it away.  It 
seemed to take hours to get going again.  Knowing that there was a contact 
on the way in, it was not a very good feeling being left all alone in the bush.” 
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NAME: Elwyn Ronald SPENCER 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  8 January 1968 
DEPARTED:  14 January 1969 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Elwyn joined the ARA on 19 September 1957.  He was posted to the Royal 

Australian Artillery (RAA) and served with them in Malaya.  In 1964 he transferred to the 
Ordnance Corps.  He was serving with 2 BOD in Sydney when he received his posting to 
Vietnam.  He arrived in Nui Dat in January 1968, after a flight over on a Qantas charter 
flight. 

Elwyn was initially posted as the Corporal in charge of Transport.  He later served 
in the No. 1 Store.  His main claim to fame however was as „Mr Fix-it‟ and „General Go-
Getter‟ for the OC Captain Mike Clark.  Elwyn‟s first patrol was with 2 RAR.  He also 
undertook TFMA overnight and three day patrols with 4 RAR and 1 RAR and a mate, at 
161 Recce Flight, arranged a couple of „illegal‟ flights for him as shotgun on a 
reconnaissance mission.  To fill in his spare time, Elwyn was President of the ORs 
Mess/Canteen. 

On returning to Australia in January 1969, Elwyn returned to 2 BOD for a short 
while before being posted to 101 Field Workshops, Ingleburn as a Sergeant.  He remained 
here until he took his discharge in 1972.  He owned a sports store in Campbelltown for a 
couple of years before moving into the coal mining industry where he worked as a stores 
controller / purchasing officer for eighteen years. 

Elwyn took early retirement in 1994 and toured Australia with his wife Dell.  He is 
now involved with his local RSL as Senior Vice President of the Campbelltown Sub 
Branch, a welfare officer, Director of the Services Club (8 years), Treasurer (2 years) and 
is Hon. Secretary of the Macarthur Legacy.  When he has any spare time he enjoys a 
social game of golf.  He and his wife Dell have raised two children, Paul and Karen, and 
they have four lovely grand children. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I remember one Sunday we were on the „dry‟ and there was going to be a 

concert party on at the bowl.  Someone decided that we should take a run down to Vung 
Tau to get some grog.  As we were going through Cat Lo we managed to hit a local kid 
who ran out onto the road.  We pulled up and the next thing I know a White Mice (local 
policeman) had pulled a 45 pistol and was holding it against my temple.  However, due to 
the quick thinking of the two Corporals with me, and an M60 as a bargaining tool, we soon 
had the White Mice and the injured child in the back of the Landrover.  We dropped them 
both off at the Military Hospital in Vung Tau. 

The road between Nui Dat and Vung Tau seemed to be jinxed.  On another 
occasion we were coming back from Vung Tau in two trucks.  All of a sudden the lead 
truck stopped dead and the second truck crashed into the rear of it.  Guys were thrown 
about everywhere and Paul McNamara managed to save one guy from flying over the side 
of the truck.  I got injured in the head and neck and was partly paralysed.  I was medivaced 
to the US 36 Evacuation Hospital at Long Bin for treatment.  Whilst I was there an officer 
came around and handed out Purple Heart medals to all the wounded who were in the 
ward with me.  He wasn‟t aware that I was an Aussie and I scored a medal as well.  It was 
agreed that I should keep my mouth shut and to this day I am the proud owner of an 
American Purple Heart.” 
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NAME: Graham Ronald SPENCER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   1 July 1970 
DEPARTED:  2 June 1971 
 
 
 
PROFILE 

 
Graham was a clerk working for the State Government in Western 

Australia when he volunteered, after his nineteenth birthday, for National 
Service.  As a result, he was called up on 1 October 1969 and did his recruit 
training at Puckapunyal and Corps training at Bandiana.  He was posted to the 
AOD at Wodonga and remained there until he was posted to Vietnam.  After a 
flight over on a Qantas charter he arrived at Nui Dat in July 1970. 

He was posted as a Private Storeman Tech and worked in Gen Stores  As 
well as his normal duties, Graham spent some time with the Bath unit at Fire 
Support Bases and also scored a job of guarding the “Jeparit” during 
unloading.  In May 1971, Graham was moved to Vung Tau to the AOD as part 
of the early stages of the preparation for the eventual withdrawal of the OFP 
from Nui Dat. 

Graham returned to Australia in June 1971 and was discharged from his 
National Service obligations in September 1971.  He returned to his previous 
civilian occupation as a civil service clerk with the State Energy Commission 
where he worked for twenty-three years, until his position was made 
redundant.  He then worked at several jobs until he retired 1999 due to ill 
health, and was granted a TPI pension. 

Graham lives on a large block at Chidlow WA which keeps him occupied.  
He also enjoys home brewing, music and the computer. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

”My worst experience was while I was at a Fire Support Base, which 
Australia had taken over from the yanks.  I think it was FSB Anne.  A couple of 
Field Engineers, some Grunts and myself were sent out to blow up a BIG 
heap of left over US shells, ammo and explosives.  After setting these trailer 
loads up for destruction, one of the Field Engineer's took a flare and popped it 
off, skipping along the ground (safely) into the bush. 

One of the Grunts thought he would do the same.  Trouble was the 
flare hit the ground about two feet in front of the demolition job.  From there it 
shot over the pile, clearing it by about one foot.  Talk about slow motion 
movement. 

When we finally blew it up there was a huge crater about 10 feet deep 
by 10 yards diameter.” 
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NAME: Stanislaw (Stan) STEFANOWICZ 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) & 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  20 November 1967 
DEPARTED:  2 July 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Stan was called-up for National Service in September 1966 and did his 

Recruit Training at Puckapunyal.  He was at 1 OFP, Moorebank when he 
received his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in Vietnam on 20 November 1967 
after a flight over on a Qantas charter. 

Stan was posted as a Private Storeman.  In May 1968 he spent some 
time at Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral.  He was at Coral when it 
came under attack by the VC / NVA.  During one attack he narrowly escaped 
being hit by a mortar round.  Stan returned to Australia in July 1968 and soon 
after was discharged from his National Service obligations. 

He returned to his previous civilian occupation as a cabinet maker for 
about eighteen months.  After this he did a variety of jobs, the last one being 
with Tube Makers for nine years.  Vietnam finally caught up with Stan in 1987 
and he had to retire due to ill health.  He is now a DVA sponsored retiree. 

Stan lives with his wife Veronica on two and a half acres at Lewiston in 
South Australia.  He spends his spare time pottering around on his acreage.  
Stan and Veronica raised two girls and they have a granddaughter and a 
grandson. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“A few things I remember from my time in Vietnam were: 
 

The TET Offensive of 1968, particularly „Puff the Magic Dragon‟ which 
used to fly around at night shooting up anything that moved. 

 

My first concert party a Luscombe Bowl, around Christmas 1967, when 
we were entertained by Lorrae Desmond, Bev Harrell, Lucky Starr and Lucky 
Grills. 

 

The five days I spent in Bangkok on R & R leave. 
 

The time when I was at FSB Coral and we were attacked in the middle 
of the night.  A mortar round landed right beside my dugout and I was about a 
foot from being wiped out.  This frightening experience lives with me to this 
day and has caused me many a restless night‟s sleep.” 
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NAME: Harold Alfred Leslie (Harry) STEPHENS 
 
UNIT/S: 1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  March 1967 
DEPARTED:  January 1968 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  January 1969 
DEPARTED:  December 1969 

 

 

PROFILE 
Harry enlisted in the ARA in January 1959.  He first served in the Royal 

Australian Infantry and then Engineers.  His first overseas posting was in 1964 when 
he served with the Engineers in Sabah (North Borneo).  It was during this tour that 
Harry can claim the distinction of being the first Australian wounded in North Borneo 
since World War 2.  Harry then switched to Ordnance and served with 1 Div Ord Coy. 

In March 1967 Harry was part of the advance party from 6 OFP (Det) which 
arrived in SVN to prepare for the changeover from 1 OFP (Det).  He flew by Qantas 
commercial to Manila, crossed the island to USAF Clark Airbase and flew by C130 to 
Saigon, then „Teeny Weeny‟ Airlines to Nui Dat.  Harry served as Unit SQMS and was 
involved in the redeployment of the OFP from the original location on SAS Hill to the 
TFMA area near the airstrip.  Harry completed his first tour of SVN in January 1968 
and was posted back to 6 OFP in Brisbane.  Twelve months later he was back in 
Vietnam for his second tour where he again served as Unit SQMS until the end of 
1969. 

On his return to Australia this time he was posted to the OFP at Holsworthy.  
Harry then served with 2 BOD (renamed 21 Supply Battalion) and finished up as CSM 
Vehicle Coy.  After twenty years in the Army he was discharged in January 1979.  
Army blood still flowed through his veins and after discharge Harry served four years 
in the Army Reserve, 5 Training Group, as Instructor / Storeman‟s Course Coordinator 
then CSM Support Coy 16 Bn RWAR (back to the Grunts). 

In civilian life he held the position of 2IC of three large national companies 
(Warehouse Controller / Manager) before spending ten years in his own Auto Parts 
Shop at Maddington WA.  Injuries finally caught up with Harry in 1992, and he had to 
pull out of his business and was subsequently granted a TPI pension by Vet Affairs. 

Harry now lives with wife Kerry on over ¾ acres in the hills at Mundaring WA.  
His hobbies are cars (4.8 Nissan Patrol, Hyundai Accent, Rover P6B and 1977 Jaguar 
XJ 4.2).  He enjoys attending the Jaguar Car Club and was a member of the Chev 
Club of WA for ten years.  His interests include ten years in Rotary (including Club 
President); his family and pets; gardening with wife Kerry; movies; caravanning / 
travelling (cruises, overseas trips, OFP reunions etc). 

 

MEMORIES 
“My main memories are the friendships made over many years of service life, 

not only Regular Army mates, but also National Servicemen who showed such 
determination and professionalism.  I have no end of respect for each and every one I 
met and made friends.” 
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NAME: George Ronald (Ron) (a.k.a.  Bluey)  STOKER 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  May 1967 
DEPARTED: April 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Ron joined the ARA on 5 May 1964.  He was stationed at 6 OFP at 

Gaythorne in Brisbane, when he was posted to Vietnam as part of the 
Detachment to take over from 1 OFP (Det).  He arrived in Vietnam, after a 
flight over on a RAAF C130, on 5 May 1967. 

Ron was a Lance Corporal Storeman Tech and was originally posted 
to Stores Distribution.  Later on in his tour he was posted to the Bath Unit to 
get it up and running.  He took the unit out on the first time when they were 
dropped in the middle of the scrub by a chopper and they had to throw a hose 
in a creek to pump water for the Bath Unit.  As well as the usual night time 
pickets on the wire, Ron was also involved in some TAOR patrols with the 
infantry.  He was known to be involved in the running of the odd crown and 
anchor game on pay days.  His tour ended in April 1968 and he returned to 
Australia on a Qantas Charter flight. 

Ron returned to 6 OFP and stayed with the unit until he was 
discharged, after six years service, in May 1970.  He was a Corporal when he 
was discharged and would have been promoted to Sergeant had he stayed on 
in the Army.  In civy street he got a job as a trainee accountant with Humes 
Ltd and stayed there for two years.  He then moved into the printing industry 
where he has remained.  He is currently a Sales Manager for a company in 
Brisbane. 

In his younger days Ron was an A Grade AFL player, but these days 
enjoys a social round of golf.  He is married to Christine and they have two 
daughters and three grandchildren, which Ron thinks the world of. 
 
MEMORIES 
 

“I turned twenty-one during my time in Vietnam and the boys put on a 
surprise seafood party for me which I really appreciated. 

A few other things that I can remember were taking part in a raiding 
party on the ASCO Canteen bulk supplies one night and snatching a carton of 
Fourex for the boys. 

I was also in Vungers doing a two week course which included some 
SAS blokes.  We weren‟t allowed out at night but managed to escape a few 
times and get on the grog at the Beachcomber Bar. 

I had a great time whilst I was over there; met some great guys and 
would do it all over again if I had to.” 
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NAME: Desmond James SURTEES 
 
UNIT/S: 6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  6 May 1967 
DEPARTED:  9 April 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Des joined the ARA on 3 December 1964.  He was at 6 OFP in Brisbane 

when it was announced that a Detachment from 6 OFP would be taking over from the 
Detachment of 1 OFP at Nui Dat.  Des was part of the Detachment that arrived in 
Vietnam on 6 May 1967, after a commercial flight to Darwin then a RAAF C130 to 
Vung Tau and the final leg by Caribou to Nui Dat. 

Des arrived as a Lance Corporal Storeman Tech and was promoted to 
Corporal in theatre.  For the first three months, Des was occupied in driving the truck 
on sand bag runs from the old French Fort outside Baria back to Nui Dat.  This 
involved about four trips a day.  Other truck driving duties included re-supply runs with 
ammunition to units in the field and at the Horse Shoe – Forward Support Base, 
relocating villages as well as general duties within the Task Force area.  When 
carrying out his storeman duties he worked in the Tech area of the unit and was 
involved in setting up the first self service store at Nui Dat. 

In April 1968, Des returned to Australia and continued his career in the Army.  
He remained in Ordnance in various jobs involving warehousing, administration, work 
studying and operations in Task Force Areas.  He was discharged after twenty one 
years and one day (the one day is correct- long story goes with that) and had risen to 
the rank of Warrant Office First Class (WO 1). 

Des is still working in a semi accounting / bookkeeping role.  His hobbies / 
interests are researching local and national history, walking, reading and a general 
interest in his family. 

 

MEMORIES 
“Things I remember about Vietnam are: 

Driving out of the Task Force area on my first day, on our way to the sand 
pits, with my shotgun and myself going through Hoa Long and seeing all the children 
running out and collecting lollies.  I was also reminded by an APC and other trucks 
that I was on the wrong side of the road.  I had to get out of the habit of driving on the 
left hand side of the road if I wanted to survive this war.  Witnessing the monsoon 
rains coming down the airstrip, and seeing the area engulfed in a sheet of rain.  Sitting 
at the water point near 7 RAR waiting for the jerry cans to be filled, I looked across to 
the Long Hais Mountains and observed two American fighter bombers.  As they 
ascended up the mountain they released a series of bombs/canisters and I watched in 
awe as the whole mountain side exploded in a Napalm attack on the enemy positions  
Our first trip to Vung Tau, after three months in theatre, going to the American 
Beachcomber Bar on the back beach for the day.  A great day was had by all with me 
driving down and someone else driving back to Nui Dat.  Half way back we took an 
interesting turn as numerous bursts of machine gun fire went over the top of us as we 
were heading for a bridge that had been previously blown up.  The actual relocation of 
villages into the newly created village of Ap Suoi Nghe was distressing for them as 
well as the troops involved.” 
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NAME: John William (Plates) SYMONS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  3 December 1969 
DEPARTED:  26 November 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

John was called-up for National Service in January 1969.  He was 
stationed at 3 OFP in Townsville when he received his posting to Vietnam.  
After a flight over by Qantas he arrived in Nui Dat on 3 December 1969. 

John was posted as a Private Storeman Tech and worked in MT & 
Tech Stores. He was also involved in the setting up and running of the Bath 
units at different Fire Support Bases as well as TFMA patrols, which had their 
moments of fear and excitement.  Working with Civil Affairs, playing volleyball 
against local teams and ARVN units was a good Saturday outing.  His best job 
was one week guard duty on the “Jeparit”, a real swan.  The worst duty was 
being batman for the officers for one month. 

John‟s tour ended on 26 November 1970 and he returned to Australia, 
again by Qantas.  He had enough leave due to him to take him out until he 
was discharged from National Service in January 1971. 

John returned to his civilian job as a printer.  He is still working in the 
printing industry.  In his spare time he enjoys surfing with his son.  He and his 
wife, Christine, and daughter, Jodi, live in Carrum Downs in Victoria. 

 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“Some of the memories I have are: 
 

 Doing patrols at Long Son Island and around Nui Dat.  These were 
operations that tested us physically and mentally.  Another ambush patrol 
was in the rubber outside Nui Dat when we mistakenly brought down a deer 
after being „probed‟ all night by what turned out to be noisy wild pigs. 

 

 The pill parade every morning in front of the MT & Tech storehouse. 
 

 The „strict‟ discipline – we were caught once with a weapon inspection by 
Sgt Brian Davidson.  When he reached me he looked down the barrel then 
at me with a frown.  Quickly he placed his mouth over the barrel and with a 
quick blow said –„Now that‟s better‟ – and quickly moved on.  A lighter 
moment! 

 

 The great mates I had over there.” 
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NAME: Ian Ralph TASKER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  March 1967 
DEPARTED:  November 1967 
 
 
 

PROFILE 
 
Ian was initially called-up for National Service in the 1

st
 intake in 1965 but was 

deferred until the 3
rd

 intake, on 3 February 1966, due to a knee injury he sustained 
playing football (Aussie Rules).  Following recruit and corps training, he asked to be 
posted to the warm climate of Brisbane.  His wish was granted as he was posted to 6 
OFP at Gaythorne.  A detachment of 6 OFP was to be dispatched to Vietnam in May 
1967 to take over from 1 OFP (Det). Ian was part of the advance party for the 
detachment, which took off from Sydney on a Qantas commercial flight bound for 
Manila.  After an overnight stop at the US Air Force Clark Air Base they were flown by 
USAF C130 Hercules to Vietnam on 22 March 1967. 

Ian was posted to the unit as a Private Storeman Tech.  Soon after his arrival, 
he was involved in the relocation of the unit from near SAS Hill to near the airstrip.  As 
well as his normal duties, Ian was one of the few who were qualified to drive the Mark 
3 truck.  This meant that he was involved in numerous convoys, sometimes with the 
Bath Unit, to far flung places in the province such as the Horseshoe FSB near Dat Do, 
Vung Tau, Binh Ba and further north towards Long Khanh province.  Ian also did his 
share of night time pickets on the wire.  His tour ended on 21 November 1967 and he 
returned to Australia on a Qantas Charter flight.  He was discharged from National 
Service In February 1968 and returned to his career with the National Australia Bank. 

During his banking career, Ian worked in exotic places like Perth and Wagin in 
WA, Darwin NT, Adelaide, Whyalla, Quorn and Mt Barker in SA.  In 1996, Ian‟s 
position as Corporate Lending Manager was made redundant and he was retrenched 
from the Bank after thirty-five years of loyal service.  He is now a man of leisure and 
enjoys walking, riding his mountain bike, being a beach bum in summer, spoiling his 
granddaughter, the occasional punt, share trading and Coopers Sparkling Ale – the 
best ale in the country !! 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“Being my first time overseas, I was bewildered by the sights, sounds and 
smells of places like Manila and Clark Airfield in the Philippines and Saigon in 
Vietnam.  I think they called the transit base in Saigon, Camp Alpha.  I enjoyed R&R in 
Hong Kong with my mate Bob Gray (now deceased) and R&C in Saigon with Errol 
Marron.  I loved the Texan T Bone BBQs on the Back Beach at Vung Tau.  I recall one 
trip returning from Vung Tau, after a pleasant Sunday drinking session, when the truck 
inexplicably veered into a ditch just outside Baria during a tropical downpour.  We 
were bogged with about half the unit in the back of the truck.  Luckily for us, an APC 
came along and pulled us out of the bog and saved us from what could have been a 
long night in tiger country.  I, like my co-tenants, Graham Alexander, Bob Nash and 
Greg Quinlan, didn‟t enjoy sharing our tent with a fallen rubber tree.” 
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NAME: Trevor John TRAEGER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   June 1969 
DEPARTED:   June 1970 
 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Trevor was called-up for the 15th intake of National Service in October 
1968.  He was stationed at 6 OFP at Enoggera when he received word of his 
posting to Vietnam.  He arrived at Nui Dat in June 1969 after a flight over on a 
Qantas charter. 

Trevor was posted as a Private Storeman Tech. As well as his normal 
stores duties, Trevor was required to undertake TFMA patrols and also served 
with the Bath Unit, which he considered was the best job of all.  He returned to 
Australia in June 1970 and was discharged from his National Service 
obligations in October 1970. 

Back in civy street he worked at a couple of jobs before getting a job in 
a plumbing supply store.  Thirty years later he‟s still working for the store but 
now he owns it.  At this stage, Trevor has no thought of retirement.  He lives 
with his wife Shirley in Adelaide and they have two grown up children. 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“There are two memories I would like to share:- 
 

1. The good fun had by all who were involved in the volley ball team that 
travelled around to the local schools playing the kids in volley ball. 

 

2. When working the bath / shower unit, it was great being able to „smuggle‟ 
iced cold beer to the grunts in the field.  We used to fill the tool box with ice 
and beer.  The boys appreciated it.” 
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NAME: Gregory Charles TYLER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) – 110 Sig Sqn 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  13 December 1966 
DEPARTED:   26 August 1967 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:  February 1971 
DEPARTED:   December 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
Greg joined the ARA in August 1965. He was detached to 2 BOD from 1 

OFP in Sydney when he got his posting to Vietnam to join the detachment already 
there.  Qantas was on strike at the time, so Greg and his fellow travellers were 
flown to Vietnam by a US Air Force Starlifter.  This included a stop over at Clark 
Air Base in the Philippines. 

Greg was posted to the unit as a Private Storeman.  He was involved in 
the relocation of the OFP, from the hill near SAS, to its new location near the air 
strip.  His first tour ended in August 1967 and he was posted to 2 BOD on his 
return to Australia.  This was followed by a move to the Singleton Depot before 
Greg returned to Vietnam for his second tour in February 1971.  This time he was 
a Sergeant Storeman attached to 110 Signal Squadron in Vung Tau, where he 
remained until the closing stages of Australia‟s involvement in Vietnam, returning 
to Australia in December 1971.  Subsequent postings were to 1 OFP, Singapore 
(for two years), 33 Supply Battalion (Melbourne) 21 Supply Battalion, HQ LOG 
Command (Melbourne) and 212 Supply Company (Penrith). 

Greg was a Staff Sergeant when he took his discharge, in 1985, after 
twenty years in the Army.  He then worked as a security guard until ill health 
forced his retirement in June 2000.  He is now a DVA sponsored retiree.  Greg 
lives with his wife Carol in South Penrith, NSW.  They have two children, David 
and Ann, and seven lovely granddaughters. 

 

MEMORIES 
“I remember the stop over, on the way over to Vietnam, at Clark Air Base 

in the Philippines very well.  We were to be there for about eight hours, and all the 
bars on the base were opened twenty-four hours a day.  Having acquired a thirst 
from the trip over, a few of us decided to do something about it.  The only money 
we had was Aussie dollars, so the bloke behind the bar agreed to change some of 
it to US currency for us.  This was OK until we went to another bar and tried to use 
some of this US money.  We were informed that it was counterfeit and they 
wanted to know where we got it from.  The Military Police were called and to cut a 
long story short, we were required to identify the culprit from a line up arranged by 
the MPs.  This we did without too much bother, but the poor bloke was packing it 
when the MPs got hold of him.  We were asked to leave by the MPs – I don‟t think 
they wanted and witnesses.  I remember batons being produced in the direction of 
our money changer.” 
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NAME: Roland Alexander TYRRELL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  October 1970 
DEPARTED:   August 1971 
 

 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Roley was called up for National Service on 1 October 1969.  He did 

his Recruit Training at Kapooka.  He was then posted to Bandianna for nine 
weeks Corps training which included Infantry training and also a one week 
bivouac.  He was then posted to a unit at Mascot in Sydney, where he was 
serving when he got his posting to Vietnam. 

Roley was posted as a Private Clerk and arrived in Nui Dat in October 
1970, after a flight over on a Qantas charter.  He remembers well the landing 
at Nui Dat airfield late one afternoon, a real eye opener with the rain pelting 
down and all you could see was trees and mud. (He certainly knew how a 
“REO" felt).  Roley spent six months with the OFP at Nui Dat working in the 
Control Office and was one of four living in a tent with sand bag walls. He was 
also required to do picket duty at night in one of the Bunkers which 
surrounded the base. 

He was then posted to 2 AOD at Vung Tau, as part of the winding 
down of Australia‟s involvement in Vietnam.  This also entailed him to 
undertake patrol and picket duties.  Roley‟s tour ended in August 1971 and he 
returned home to be discharged from National Service soon after. 

He returned to his civilian job with the Sydney County Council (now 
Energy Australia).  He is still working for them, these days as a Credit 
Manager and Manager Revenue Protection. 

In his spare time, (that is after being a taxi service to his children) 
Roley is involved with Surf Lifesaving and is the Treasurer of the Bronte Surf 
Life Saving Club.  He lives with his wife Robyn in Bronte in Sydney.   
According to Robyn he should move his bed down to the surf club due to the 
amount of time he spends there.  Roley does admit that there is a good bar 
down at the surf club and a “sausage sizzle” nearly every weekend in summer. 
They‟ve raised three girls and one boy and currently have one grandson.  He 
keeps reasonably fit, playing squash once a week and the occasional jog. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“I have good memories of the good mates I made in Vietnam; going to 

the movies; the occasional show; volleyball and drinking.” 
There were no bad memories, only having to be away from Australia 

for so long.” 
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NAME: William Ernest TYRRELL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP & 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:  18 June 1969 
DEPARTED:    7 May 1970 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Bill enlisted in the ARA on 23 March 1953.  He was allocated to the Royal 

Australian Army Infantry Corps and saw service in Korea, with 1 RAR, between April 
1955 and March 1956.  He was at the RAAOC Centre (Ammo Wing) when he 
received his posting to Vietnam. 

Bill arrived in Vietnam, via Manila, in June 1969 after a flight over on Qantas.  
He was on a temporary detachment to Vietnam, to replace Capt Dave Grey and S/Sgt 
Allan Harney, who had been injured when the WP Ammo exploded at the Ammo 
Dump at the base of SAS Hill.  Bill was a WO2 responsible for all Ammunition in 
country until he was relieved.  S/Sgt Bob Bavington was posted in to assist Bill, but he 
broke his arm.  Due to the shortage of Ammo Techs, he was co-located at Vung Tau, 
Nui Dat and Long Binh.  Bill carried out the procurement of ammunition (US$1 Mil per 
month), storage and issue as well as the destruction of UXB and other EOD tasks in 
Phuoc Tuy Province. 

What was to be a temporary detachment turned into a twelve month tour, until 
Bill was replaced by Capt Grant Ross and WO2 Terry Lyons, both of whom were killed 
in an explosion in the same Ammo location at Nui Dat.  It was not a good year for 
Ammo Techs! 

Bill returned to Australia in May 1970 and soldiered on until he took his 
discharge on 22 March 1986, after thirty-three years service.  Postings after Vietnam 
included; Darwin (70-74), PNG for four years and 2 Field Supply Battalion.  Bill was a 
Senior WO1 Ammo Tech at the time of his discharge. 

He retired in Albury and opened a takeaway food shop in Wilson Street, which 
he sold after two years.  He then moved to Hervey Bay in Queensland and operated a 
tourist fishing boat for two years before retiring in Hervey Bay for good.  Bill is an 
active Committee Member of the RSL and also the Korean Vets Association. 

 

MEMORIES 
 
“One Sunday morning, my church parade at the Sergeant‟s Mess was 

interrupted by a call out to destroy a 250lb bomb lying on the beach near the French 
villas at the base of the Long Hai hills, near Phuoc Hai.  With Bob Bavington riding 
shotgun with an M60, we were helicoptered directly onto the beach.  Waiting for us 
was a Yank FAC Officer with a jeep bristling with aerials.  We set the charges in 
double quick time and called the chopper back in to pick us up.  The chopper rose 
about 200 feet and stopped.  The pilot had his camera out to take a photo of the 
explosion!!  We quick smartly moved him out to sea about 600 yards.  The pilot‟s eyes 
nearly popped out when he saw the bomb fragments hitting the water under the 
chopper.  It was then back to the Mess for a well earned beer.  Another quiet 
Sunday!!” 
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NAME:  Petrus Alysouis (Peter) VAN DER WEL 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  June 1970 
DEPARTED:  July 1971 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Peter joined the ARA on 4 December 1968.  He was stationed at 211 
Supply Co., Marrangaroo when he was advised of his posting to Vietnam.  
After a trip over on a Qantas charter flight, Peter arrived in Nui Dat on 18 June 
1970. 

Peter was a Private and was a Storeman by trade, but was put in the 
Orderly Room as a Clerk without any formal training.  As well as working in the 
Orderly Room, Peter was also required to be part of TFMA Patrols.  He 
completed his tour in July 1971 and returned to Australia by way of a Qantas 
charter. 

He stayed on in the Army after his return to Australia.  During his 
remaining years in the Army, Peter had postings to Seymour Vic, 21 Supply 
Battalion Moorebank, Bandiana Vic and 221 Supply Company Bogan Gate 
until this company closed down.  Bogan Gate was a very isolated posting.  It 
was a small one horse town with one pub, one shop, one service station and 
one school situated 37 kms west of Parkes NSW. 

Peter took his discharge from the Army on 4 December 1989 and had 
attained the rank of Corporal.  He is currently living in Parkes with his wife 
Wendy and working at Robert Taylor Welding & Engineering as a store 
assistant. 

 
MEMORIES 

 
“One bad memory I have is of being treated for gastro which then 

turned out to be a ruptured appendix.  I was flown by chopper from Nui Dat to 
Vung Tau where they removed my appendix.  Two days later I was 
discharged, and after borrowing some clothing and slippers, I had to find my 
own way back to camp in the back of a Landrover.  Two days after I got back I 
was back in hospital again being treated for an infection in my appendix 
wound. 

My worst memory was the shooting up of the Sergeant‟s Mess on 
Christmas Day 1970. 

One better memory was the meeting up with a childhood mate, Brian 
Milner.  We had lost contact and neither of us knew that the other had joined 
the Army.  Brian and I have now renewed our friendship along with our wives. 

I will always remember my 21st and 22nd birthdays as they were both 
spent in Vietnam.” 
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NAME: Ronald Ashworth VERNIEUX 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  15 April 1967 
DEPARTED: 19 December 1967 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
Ron was called up for National Service in January 1966.  He was serving 

with 6 OFP in Brisbane when he got his posting to Vietnam, to be part of the 
detachment from 6 OFP that was taking over from 1 OFP (Det).  He flew over on a 
DC6B to Darwin then a RAAF C130 to Vung Tau. 

Ron was posted as a Corporal clerk and worked in the Orderly Room.  He 
was firstly Secretary of the Canteen, and then also became the President and 
Treasurer as people left for home.  Ron was the keeper of the keys to the boozer 
and the food locker.  He did his share of pickets on the wire, was involved in the 
relocating of two villages and acted as shotgun on a convoy going out to set a Fire 
Support Base.  His tour ended on 19 December 1967 and he returned home on a 
Qantas Charter flight.  Soon after his return to Australia, Ron was discharged from 
his National Service obligations. 

Back in civy street he worked in Geelong with an international company 
dealing with the papermaking industry for twenty years.  This included living in 
Hong Kong for five years.  In 1988 he set up a consultancy to develop the 
business for a German and a Canadian company in Asia (in the same business of 
supplier to the paper industry).  Ron ran their operation until he retired on 30 June 
2005. 

Ron lives with his wife Winsome on a six acre property in Drysdale, 
Victoria, which they have made into an indigenous Australian garden.  Gardening 
is Ron‟s hobby as well as woodworking and making many things for the property.  
He enjoys golf, walking and hiking mainly and is also now into four wheel driving 
and caravanning and managing his wine cellar.  Ron and Winsome have three 
children, Louise (34), Michelle (33) and Simon (30). 
 

MEMORIES 
“Overall, my time in Vietnam was basically boring, but it did mature me 

faster that if I had not gone.  I appreciated the mateship and how everyone stuck 
together.  It was generally a quite period on the Vietnam War as I left just before 
the 1968 TET Offensive. 

I remember one occasion, when the battalions were on a joint operation; 
we were „browned out‟ by Lt Hussell and were rostered to do picket duty with the 
Yank‟s artillery section.  The first night of the „brown out‟ (no booze) about six of 
us were in my tent drinking in the dark (I had the keys to the boozer) when Lt 
Hussell shone a hunting torch on us and asked what we were drinking.  I think it 
was a certain Bob Nash who said “Lemonade Sir!”.  Our punishment was to do 
every night on picket duty, where the Yanks kept their bar open twenty-four hours 
a day.” 
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NAME: Anthony Thomas (Tony) WAIDE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  3 June 1970 
DEPARTED:  2 June 1971 
 

 

PROFILE 
 
Tony was called-up for National Service in July 1969.  He completed 

his recruit training at 1RTB, Kapooka NSW.  Following corps training he was 
posted to 1AOD, Bandianna.  He was at 2 AOD in Sydney when he got his 
posting to Vietnam. 

Tony was a Private Clerk technical and worked in the Control Office.  
When not working in the Control Office he found himself travelling as „shotgun‟ 
on the laundry run to Baria or resupply convoys to Fire Support Bases.  Tony 
was also required to go out on patrol, and he admires the „grunts‟ and others 
who spent most of their time out on patrol.  He spent the last few weeks 
working in Vung Tau, as the OFP started to wind down for its return to 
Australia. 

Tony‟s tour ended in June 1971 and he returned to Australia to be 
discharged from National service soon after.  He had been a Public servant 
before his call up but decided to seek employment in the private sector.  He 
joined NRMA and worked in Insurance for three years before transferring 
across to Travel where he worked for a further seven years.  Working in the 
travel industry afforded him the opportunity to travel extensively, but not back 
to Vietnam.  Tony joined CSIRO in 1981 and is currently working with them in 
Canberra as the Operations Manager, CSIRO Plant Industry.  At this stage he 
does not intend to retire for awhile as he enjoys his work and has good health. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember lots of great mates, especially those I shared a tent with 
for twelve months – Graham „Graz‟ Spencer, Richard „Dick” Feverbach and 
Brian „Tom‟ Collins. 
I remember one convoy, where I was shotgun on a truck carrying high 
explosives (we were resupplying a number of fire support bases and dropping 
off members of the bath unit).  After collecting a seasoned Mr „Pedro‟ Conway, 
who had spent weeks at a particular fire support base, the convoy was 
attacked and several shots were fired.  The driver and I abandoned the truck 
immediately and found the nearest trench; however, “Pedro‟ remained on the 
back of the truck basking in the sun amongst the high explosives listening to 
his radio.  Obviously a minor incident in the life of Mr Conway.” 
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NAME:  Lindsay WESTON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  September 1971 
DEPARTED:  February 1972 
 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 

Lindsay joined the ARA in May 1968 shortly after he turned seventeen.  
His older brother, Neal, had previously been called up for National Service and 
had been at 2 COD Vung Tau for twelve months from April 1966.  Lindsay was 
at 1 BOD when he received his posting to SVN.  After a flight over on a RAAF 
C130, Hercules, he arrived at 1 OFP, Vung Tau on 15 September 1971.  At 
the time of his arrival, 1 OFP was in the process of closing down its operation 
at Nui Dat and there were elements of the unit in both Nui Dat and Vung Tau. 

Lindsay was a Private Storeman on his arrival and was later promoted 
to Lance Corporal.  As well as his normal duties, Lindsay did his share of 
guard duty on the perimeter wire keeping any eye on the fire flies.  He 
returned to Australia, again by RAAF C130, in February 1972 as Australia‟s 
commitment to Vietnam was ending. 

After he returned to Australia, Lindsay suffered a breakdown.  He left 
the Army and worked for a while at Hutton‟s meat works.  He is currently in 
receipt of a Service Pension.  He is interested in politics, sport and physiology 
and helps out his eighty-two year old mother. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 

“I remember we would go swimming at the Australian beach at Vung 
Tau then later we would walk along the beach and see dead sea snakes 
washed up on the beach 

Once, when I was in town, I was surrounded by boys who tried to rob 
me.  I yelled out „MP‟ and Australian or US MPs came to my rescue. 

I think it rained at around 4.00pm daily. 
Once I went to the US Base of Long Bin where they actually had traffic 

jams in the base. 
At Christmas we received a parcel from the US Red Cross in America.  

In mine was a Christmas card with the name of the girl who made up the 
parcel.  She was 12 years old.  I wrote back to her and kept in touch with her 
until the early 1980s.” 
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NAME: Alan Clive WHITAKER 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  December 1967 
DEPARTED:  December 1968 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
Alan joined the ARA in 1965 and was stationed at 1 COD, Bandiana 

when he received his posting to Vietnam.  After a flight over on a Qantas 
charter he arrived at Nui Dat in December 1967.  He was posted as a Corporal 
Storeman in MT & Tech. 

As well as his normal duties, Alan was involved in TFMA patrols and 
was at FSB Coral when it was attacked. He also spent six enjoyable weeks in 
Saigon working for DADOS.  In between all of this he managed to fit into his 
curriculum the duties of unit barber.  Alan‟s tour ended in December 1968 and 
he returned to Australia on a Qantas charter. 

Alan remained in the Army on his return and was posted to Det 1 BOD, 
Townsville where he worked in the Ammo Depot and then as pay clerk at 
Garbutt.  He was to be posted again to Vietnam in 1971 and was relocated to 
1 BOD in Brisbane in preparation for this posting.  Alan had re-engaged for 
another six years but had a disagreement with a civilian at Victoria Barracks 
and decided to give the Army away.  

After the army, Alan worked initially as a security guard for MSS before 
moving on to be a fisherman on a trawler and became a master fisherman and 
held a Skipper‟s licence.  He also spent some time as a slaughter floor 
butcher.  He is now retired and living with his wife in the bay side suburb of 
Manly West in Brisbane.  He still enjoys fishing and his other enjoyment is 
racing pigeons. 

 
MEMORIES 

“I have so many memories of Vietnam that I could go on and on.  I was 
at FSB Coral and at about 2.00am I was in a gun pit with Tim Moroney 
watching the fire-flies darting about.  Tim was the radio man.  All of a sudden 
there was a crump sound and red hot metal was flying in all directions.  Time 
slowed down and everything was in slow motion.  Then more exploded and a 
piece hit a sand bag near us.  Our pit was half full of water.  I said to Tim to 
get down.  Tim reported incoming over the radio and they requested that Tim 
look out and see which direction the rounds were coming from.  I said to tell 
them to stick their own f@#*en heads out if they wanted to know where they 
were coming from. 

I still remember, as if it were yesterday, most of the guys who were 
there with me.” 
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NAME: Colin William WHITELAW 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   October 1970 
DEPARTED:   September 1971 
 

 

 

PROFILE 
 
Colin was called up for National Service in October 1969.  He was at 2 

AOD when he received his posting to Vietnam.  He arrived in October 1970, 
after a flight over on a Qantas charter flight. 

Colin was a Private Storeman and worked in Stores Distribution.  As 
well as his storeman duties, he did his share of guard and picket duties.  An 
enjoyable part of his tour was playing volleyball against local school teams. 
One place he remembers visiting was Xuyen Moc.  Colin‟s tour ended in 
September 1971 and he returned to Australia and was discharged from 
National Service soon after his return. 

Back in civy street, he returned to his profession as an accountant and 
worked in a tax practice for the next fifteen years.  For the last twenty years 
Colin has worked as a Financial Controller of a Toyota and BMW dealership in 
Shepparton, Vic.  He is still working but is looking forward to retirement. 

In his spare time, Colin is a keen supporter of golf, Aussie rules, and 
basketball and is looking forward to being able to do some more travelling 
within Australia.  He lives with his wife Cheryl, whom he married two months 
prior to going to Vietnam, in Mooroopna, Vic.  They have two grown up 
children, Paul and Penny. 

 
 
 

MEMORIES 
 
“The good memories I have are of the friendships I formed with mates 

who I spent so much time with both at work and relaxing.  I enjoyed all 
opportunities to get out of camp and to see how the Vietnamese communities 
worked and lived.  I also enjoyed the concert parties by the Aussie 
entertainers and the time I went on R & R leave. 
The bad memories were of being away from my wife and family and spending 
Christmas night 1970 at the cinema.” 
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NAME: Leslie William (Wilco) WILKINSON 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   February 1968 
DEPARTED:  December 1968 
 
 
PROFILE 
 

Les was called up for National Service on 1 February 1967 and completed his 
recruit training at Kapooka.  Following recruit training he undertook Corp training at 
Bonegilla where he trained as a storeman.  He managed to survive the cold climate of 
Victoria, and after Corp training, he was posted to 1 BOD in Brisbane.  Whilst in Brisbane 
he played hockey for the Army.  He was sent on a Jungle Training Course at Canungra, 
which he couldn‟t see as being of any value to his hockey career with the Army.  Following 
the JTC course, Les was told that he would be going on a cruise.  He soon to realise that 
the JTC course was his ticket to Vietnam and the cruise would be on HMAS “Sydney”. 

Les and his mates arrived in Vung Tau the same day that the TET offensive 
started.  They were told that they could expect to see some action but unfortunately 
someone forgot to give them any ammo.  Fortunately they all landed at Vung Tau without 
any major problems and were airlifted to Nui Dat.  As well as his normal duties as a 
storeman, Les went on several operations.  The biggest was at the Fire Support Base of 
Coral, where he was for a month, and was also involved in the major battle that took place 
there in May 1968.  Les shared his tent with Colin Cross, Garrick Evans and Bob 
Nicholson.  He took his R & R in Hong Kong with Ron Meppon.  In December 1968 he 
completed his tour of duty and returned to Australia by Qantas. 

At the end of January 1969, Les completed his National Service obligations and 
was discharged.  Since then he worked in the packaging industry until he retired due to ill 
health at the age of fifty. 

 

MEMORIES 
 

“The following are the good memories I have of my time in SVN:- 
 When we first arrived at Nui Dat we were told that we were going to the Hoa Long 

dance and to get into our polyesters ready for inspection.  The truck came and picked us 
up, drove us around the block and dumped us back at the unit. (Good joke fellas!!!) 

 When we first got there we were required to go to a nearby battalion for our meals. 
This meant hopping on the truck to get there.  One day I decided to drive.  All was well until 
I had to stop.  I knew nothing about air brakes and nearly lost the whole unit over the side.  
It was soon discovered that I didn't have a licence.  This was rectified with a few pointers 
from Cpl Spencer and the granting of a licence.  Later we were able to eat in our own mess 
with our own cook (who happened to be Eddie Place). 

 I enjoyed the volley ball games we had and the BBQs after, as well as some of the 
good concerts at “The Bowl”. 

 Our dug out, outside our tent, was used for the storage of our emergency rations 
of VB for when we were put on the dry. Also came in handy as a little extra for our card 
nights. 
Unfortunately there were some bad memories which I can‟t forget:- 

 I was at Fire Support Base Coral when mortars hit our supply tent and we lost most of 
our stores.  Like all the guys who were at Coral during the attacks, the experiences and 
memories of our time there are still with us to this day and will remain with us forever.” 
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NAME: Victor (Vic) ZABENKO 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:  June 1966 
DEPARTED:  May 1967 
 
 
 

 

PROFILE 
 

Vic joined the ARA in March 1965.  He was at 1 Comp Ord Depot 
when he received his posting to SVN.  He arrived at 1 OFP (Det) in June 1966 
after a flight over on a Qantas charter.  The unit had only recently established 
itself in the new base at Nui Dat. 

Vic was a Private Storeman and was said to be very handy on the 
forklift.  Rumour has it that Vic could unload a full semi of booze, parked on 
the side of a hill (on a slope), without spilling a drop or dropping a can.  When 
not engaged in his storeman duties, Vic seemed to fill in his time just filling 
more sand bags.  He returned to Australia in May 1967 with the rest of his 
unit. 

Vic completed nine years in the Army and was a S/Sgt Ammo Tech at 
the time of his discharge.  He then worked with the Metro Fire Brigade in 
Melbourne for ten years and following that ran his own business for another 
ten years.  He fully retired in 2003. 

He is married to Cheryl, has two sons, and is also a proud Grandfather 
of a very spoilt grandson.  Life in retirement is not dull for Vic.  Some of his 
major hobbies are writing songs and music, singing and playing guitar.  He is 
an accomplished artist having done many paintings.  His chief passion is his 
boat called “Cheryl Jess” on which he spends a lot of time out on the ocean 
fishing.  Vic is also a handy man with a huge variety of tools.  His wife claims 
he could open his own Bunning‟s Store. 

 
MEMORIES 
 

“My one lasting memory that I re-live constantly was the unfortunate 
accidental death of my good friend Titch Arnold (2 COD Vung Tau).  I was with 
Titch when he passed on.  I still grieve for him today and his memory will 
never die. 

I can remember the good times spent on a Sunday (day off).  Sitting in 
a chair in the Rec Tent, drinking piss and eating fresh prawns till you couldn‟t 
drink anymore, then falling of your chair absolutely paralytic.  I also remember 
the times when someone may have received bad news from home.  We‟d all 
rally and give support – just like a real family.  We were a REAL family.  The 
good, the bad and the ugly – were all loved equally.” 
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Some Additional Memories 
 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Alan Davis (Unit 2IC –1969) 

 

“The OFP was part of the Task Force Maintenance Area (TFMA) under the 

command of Maj Bryant, RAASC.  All my experience on exercises and field training 

up to this point had been as an OFP acting as a discrete unit in support of other Field 

Force units and I found the RAASC approach very different.  Maj Bryant had 

established an underground ops centre which would have done a battalion proud.  We 

had maps to mirror the operational maps in TF HQ and special maps to detail our air 

and ground resupply (I mean operations) and loads of info on tonnages and sorties.  

We had to call the supply convoys, transport operations.  We kept count of all the 

operational kilometres completed and reminded TF HQ regularly of these critical 

facts.  I suspect RAASC felt it should really be considered to be an arms rather than a 

support corps.  Anyway, Maj Bryant took himself very seriously and this lead to a few 

interesting situations which I recall. 

There was not a lot of love lost between the OFP and the Transport Platoon 

(RAASC) but on at least one occasion the Transport boys proved their worth.  There 

had been a bit of a do in the ORs canteen resulting in some breakages.  Maj Bryant 

decreed that if the ORs acted like animals he would treat them as such.  He directed 

that all the furniture be removed from the canteen and strict beer rations be imposed 

and signed for, along with a 9.00pm curfew.  I was Supervising Officer of the ORs 

Canteen at the time and not surprisingly had some pretty angry reactions since most 

had not been involved in the fracas.  After some cooling off I had a meeting with the 

corporals who were quite happy to sort things out if I was happy to look the other way 

and overlook the way it was done.  They made their own furniture from timber, foam 

and vinyl „sourced‟ from the OFP and the Transport Platoon started shipping in 

American beer to supplement the rationed Australian varieties.  Now that WAS an 

„operation‟ of the undercover sort!  Life quickly returned to normal, with the corporals 

running all the illicit activities very smoothly and without a hitch. 

One of the problems that did result from these restrictions was that several 

men set up their own drinking areas.  In some cases trenches were enlarged into 

recreation areas and these were potentially dangerous in themselves.  Others just went 

into the bush.  One night doing my rounds as Duty Officer I heard a group in the bush 

between our lines and the adjacent unit (A Kiwis company I think).  I called out „Right 

you men come on out of there now‟. After a pregnant pause the reply floated back „You 

come in an get us .‟  Not being a complete idiot I immediately informed them I‟d be 

back with the guard and continued on my rounds.  When I returned ten minutes later 

they had dispersed into the night. 

The Officers Mess was a tropical hut with gaps along the side walls to let air 

in and also to allow anybody outside to see what was going on inside.  The building 

was badly located in the middle of the TFMA, on the route that soldiers had to take 

when moving from the movie tent to their digs.  At the time in question the curfew and 
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beer rations were in place.  Of course the officers had no such restrictions and on this 

night the sight of merry making in the officer‟s mess was too much for some young 

lads going past, so they chucked a hand full of rocks on the roof.  Maj Bryant was 

enraged by this affront to our commissioned dignity and promptly had the whole 

TFMA paraded to deal with the matter.  Fall in the officers had real meaning that 

night!  Needless to say no culprit gave himself up, but it must have bucked up morale 

no end to have the OC and all his officers waving around in front of them. 

Every weekend an R&R convoy took troops down to Vung Tau for a break 

from Nui Dat or operations.  This weekend off didn‟t come up very often and was well 

received.  An officer had to command the convoy down and back and to fill this role 

they nominated one of the officers going on the break.  I suspect we were largely 

figureheads, because we had no involvement in the planning which was done by a 

group at TF HQ.  When my turn came I was assured by the organising NCOs not to 

worry about a thing Skip, we do this every week and will control everything – just get 

in the landrover over there.  All I remember is that when my lead landrover arrived in 

Vung Tau the tail of the convoy was still clearing Nui Dat.  I reported for the return 

trip two days later to be told in an offhand way that the convoy had been shot at on the 

way down but it had all been sorted out!  Another court marshal avoided! 

The RAAF flew regular „milk runs‟ between Vung Tau, Nui Dat and Tan Son 

Nhat (Saigon) in caribou aircraft.  On one occasion two runs left at the same time and 

the pilots were clearly having a bit of fun tailgating each other.  This clearly became 

quite absorbing for our pilot and distracted him from normal check list procedures.  

We were very close to touching down at Nui Dat when a Yank yelled out to the 

Loadie “Your god dam wheels aren‟t down!!”  The plane quickly pulled up and 

accelerated away for another try.  No one said anything.” 

 

 

 

 

Captain Alan Burkhill (Unit OC   Nov 1969 – Oct 1970 

 

“One of the things I discovered lacking, after I arrived, was that of a Company 

Sergeant Major (CSM) type person.  The Park‟s establishment did not provide for one 

so I created a „Park Sergeant‟ to do the job.  Harry Stephens was the first incumbent 

and he was followed by Henry (Jim) Norrie.  Both of these gents were „characters‟ and 

carried out their duties in a manner that had the other members both entertained and 

organised. 

The Park vehicle situation was in a less than satisfactory situation but luckily 

for me WO2 Bill Murray had identified a young fellow who had been running his own 

trucking business before being called up.  Louie Fatone became the Park‟s vehicle 

guru, a position that he fiercely enforced, and no further problems were encounted.  

As well as looking after the Park‟s vehicles, he also acted as my driver, a duty that 

took him into all kinds of odd strange places and situations!! 

Scrounging and trading with the Yanks was almost a necessity.  On one such 

foray I had learnt that the American Signal Base located on top of „VC Hill‟, just 

outside the ALSG at Vung Tau, was closing down.  As soon as I could, Louie and I 

took a trip up the hill to see what we could find.  The Yanks were quite co-operative 
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and I was able to secure a number of 20 ton truck loads of signal equipment – for a 

price!!!  While there I noticed a speed boat that the Yanks had used for their R&R on 

the beach and did not want to take with them.  We raced back to Nui Dat and 

delivered our signal booty to the very grateful Australian Signal Squadron.  With this 

equipment they were able to establish direct communications with their HQ in Saigon 

and so dispense with the slow and cumbersome relay system that they had been forced 

to use up till then. 

Louie and I then headed back to Vung Tau to secure the speed boat.  While we 

were away the OC of 2 AOD, Major John Stein, had become aware of this little 

treasure and moved in!!!  When we arrived the boat was gone and John was sitting 

back with a dirty grin all over his face. 

The trip was not a complete waste of time as we were able to scrounge other 

gems.  On our return to the OFP, the Park Sergeant called a parade of all troops and 

each was presented with an American combat jacket as well as two much sought after 

poncho liners. 

Not everyone had a chance to „trade‟, but it was through the efforts of all 

members, that those that could, did!!” 

 

 

 

 

Corporal Doug Blatch  (Storeman     Jan 1968 – Jan 1969) 

 

“In August or September 1968, along with a few others, I was sent out to a 

Fire Support Base.  We were flown in by helicopter at about four to four thirty in the 

morning.  We were allocated an area where we were to dig in.  It was still dark and we 

were digging away when someone over on our left flank said “This is pretty easy 

digging, I‟m down four feet already.”  All of a sudden he said “Shit, I‟ve hit a wooden 

box!”  It turned out that we were in a small graveyard. 

We stayed there for three weeks and whilst we were there we had to go out on 

a listening patrol.  The patrol was a bit over platoon strength and made up of different 

ranks and different corps.  We went roughly three kilometres to a fairly heavily 

wooded knoll which overlooked old rice paddies and a track.  We set up our defence 

perimeter which included two M60 machine guns, about four to five Ars and a 

mixture of Armalites and SLRs. 

This would have had to have been the most heavily armed listening post ever.  

Towards the afternoon, when everyone was getting drowsy, and some were asleep, we 

heard a noise like running feet coming towards us, but we could not see anything.  The 

Corporal in charge, who was in Infantry, said “Don‟t shoot, unless they run over us, 

we are a listening post.” 

So here we are listening to this noise coming towards us; all tense; 

concentrating; safety catches off and then this f^*#%en great big mongoose pokes its 

head up in front of the gun.  My mate along side me said “Shit, look at that, it‟s a 

mongoose!!” and in the same breath said, “I think I‟ve pissed myself”, and I said 

“Don‟t worry mate, I think I have too.” 
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Corporal Willem Brawn  (Orderly Room Clerk…..May 1968 – March 1969) 

 

“I remember a couple of „incidents‟, both concerning Graham Patzel.  One 

evening we were invited to (Sgt) Peter Finch‟s tent for a gargle with him and his 

cronies (no drinking in the lines?).  When we got there – “sorry boys, the Sergeants 

Mess is closed, no beer, only spirits.”  Bugger – what does a man do in that situation?  

After quite a session, it‟s time to go, THEN the good Sergeants discover bulk cartons 

of tinnies under a bed.  Loaded up with loose tins, Pat and I somehow navigated our 

way back up the hill.  In the morning, a clear trail of (full) VB cans marked our 

homeward journey.  Luckily there was no parade that morning. 

On another occasion, the OR‟s lines were „raided‟ by Capt Galt and Lt Brown.  

Someone from the bottom tent managed to dash up the hill, warning guys tent by tent.  

In the wash-up, only two men were charged – one was John Faram a gentle giant who 

didn‟t drink.  It took the honest pleas of several of us to get him off the hook.  Not so 

lucky was „Pat‟ (Graham Patzel), who, for some reason, was caught red handed and 

was „sent down‟ to Vung Tau.  I told him to look out for an MP named Ian Jones, a 

mate of mine from school days in Whyalla, and to mention my name and perhaps 

things wouldn‟t be so bad.  Pat didn‟t exactly thank me later.  He did what I suggested 

alright, and got worked twice as hard as a result!  So much for friends.” 
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Absent Mates 
 

Rest in Peace 
 

We remember the following mates, who shared our experiences 

in Vietnam, and who sadly are no longer with us. 
 

BARKE,  PETER LAWRENCE 
BARKER,  JOHN WILLIAM 
BASTIN,  FRANK LEONARD 
BEATTIE,  JAMES DUNCAN 
BRENT,  SIDNEY HENRY 
CASSIDY,  CHRISTOPHER JOHN 
CHAMBERS,  JOHN FREDERICK 
CHENERY,  WILLIAM ERIC 
COONEY,  WILLIAM JAMES 
COUGHLIN,  NOEL THOMAS 

DIONYSIUS,  ARTHUR 
DOUGLAS,  PHILIP THOMAS 
GIBSON,  MALCOLM LESLEY 
GRAY,  ROBERT DARCY 
HAZELAGER,  FRANK GERARD 
HOUSTON,  FRANK RICHARD 
HUSH,  ALBERT WALLACE 
JONES,  KEITH 
McCALLUM,  JOHN WILLIAM 
OWENS,  PATRICK 

REID,  KEVIN STUART 
RICE,  CHARLES KENNETH 
ROBINSON,  DONALD PATRICK 
SELLENS,  EDWARD GEORGE 
SMITH,  MAX DOUGLAS 
SPRUDD,  WILLIAM JOHN 
STANLEY,  MERVYN KEITH 
STOLBERG,  KEITH WILLIAM 
STONEHOUSE,  VINCENT CLAUDE 
TURNER,  JEFFREY FREDERICK 

TUTTLE,  JAMES EDWARD 
WARNE,  PHILIP MICHAEL 
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NAME: Peter Lawrence BARKE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 COD 
 
ARRIVED:   2 December 1968 
DEPARTED:   19 November 1969 
 
 
 
Peter was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Sergeant Storeman.  He had a second tour of Vietnam where he served with 
2 Composite Ordnance Depot in Vung Tau.  Peter was remembered as a man 
who enjoyed life. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: John William BARKER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   27 January 1970 
DEPARTED:   14 January 1971 
 
 
 
John was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Sergeant Storeman and was in charge of the General Stores Section.  John 
is remembered for taking on the additional task of construction chook houses 
for the villagers at Dat Do. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Francis Leonard BASTIN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   22 November 1968 
DEPARTED:   5 November 1969 
 
 
 
Frank was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
from February 1954 until November 1954 as a Private with 3 RAR.  He served 
in the unit as a Corporal in the Q Store, working with Harry Stephens.  Frank 
loved a game of cards. 
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NAME: James Duncan BEATTIE 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   11 December 1967 
DEPARTED:   10 December 1968 
 
 
 
Jim was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served as the WO2 in 
charge of the Control Office. 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Sidney Henry BRENT 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 AOD – 6 RAR 
 
ARRIVED:   24 June 1968 
DEPARTED:   4 May 1969 
 
 
 
Sid was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between April 1952 and March 1953, and again between July 1955 and March 
1956, as a Private with 1 RAR.  Sid served as a Staff Sergeant Storeman in 
the OFP.  He was famous for his trading with the Yanks and on one occasion 
managed to get everyone in the unit a US Army issue jacket. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Christopher John CASSIDY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:   20 June 1969 
DEPARTED:   9 July 1970 
 
 
Chris was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between February 1956 and June 1956 as a Staff Sergeant with the British 
Commonwealth Disposals Organisation.  He served in the OFP as a Staff 
Sergeant Storeman.  Chris also served with 2 Advanced Ordnance Depot in 
Vung Tau on a previous tour. 
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NAME: John Frederick (Jack) CHAMBERS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   21 October 1969 
DEPARTED:   22 October 1970 
 

 

 
Jack first joined the Australian Army on 13 April 1945.  He served as a Private 
with the 21 Army Ordnance Depot and was discharged on 31 October 1947.  
He rejoined the Army for a brief period in 1948.  On the 2 July 1956 Jack 
decided to make a career out of the Army and rejoined as a member of the 
Australian Regular Army (ARA). 
Jack was posted to Vietnam in October 1969 and served as a Sergeant 
Storeman.  He returned to Australia in October 1970.  Soon after his return he 
married his wife Amy. 
He was discharged on 30 September 1975 after spending a total of 23 years 
in the Army.  After his discharge, he continued to work as a Public Servant for 
the Army.  He worked at 2 BOD Moorbank for ten years before retiring. 
In retirement, Jack’s hobby was his motor car.  After a long illness he passed 
away in October 2004.  He is sadly missed by his wife, Amy and family. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: William Eric (Bill) CHENERY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   17 June 1969 
DEPARTED:   11 June 1970 
 
 
Bill was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as a 
Sergeant Storeman.  Bill was known to smoke the odd large cigar. 
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NAME: William James COONEY 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   10 June 1969 
DEPARTED:   7 June 1970 
 
 
 
Bill was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served as a Lance 
Corporal in the TFMA Canteen 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Noel Thomas COUGHLIN 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   16 May 1968 
DEPARTED:   14 January 1969 
 
 
 
Noel was a member of the Australian Regular Army and served as a Corporal 
Storeman in the unit. 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Arthur DIONYSIUS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   13 December 1966 
DEPARTED:   25 October 1967 
 
 
 
Arthur was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between May 1951 and May 1952 as a Lance Corporal with 3 RAR.  He 
served in the OFP as a Sergeant Storeman.  Arthur was one of life’s 
characters, full of fun and loved a good BBQ.  He was most famous for his 
‘Jimmy Edwards’ moustache.  He was devoted to his kids, keeping the Posties 
in a job with the many parcels of toys he sent home to them. 
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NAME: Philip Thomas (Phil) DOUGLAS  (OAM) 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  3 June 1969 
DEPARTED:  28 May 1970 
 

 

 
Phil joined the ARA in May 1968 and was allocated to RAAOC.  He completed 
his Storeman Technical Ordnance course at Bandiana and was initially posted 
to 6 OFP.  From June 1969 to May 1970 he served with 1 OFP in SVN.  On 
return to Australia he returned to 6 OFP and this was followed by postings at 
31 Sup Bn, 11 Sup Bn, 2 AOD and 2 Fd Sup Bn where he was employed as 
Warehouse Supervisor and CSM.  He was posted to Army Community Service 
– Perth in 1983 where he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) for his service to Army Welfare.  Phil then had a short posting back to 
31 Sup Bn before being posted as the Admin Officer at 223 Sup Coy 
Marrangaroo where he was selected for commissioning and appointed 
Captain on 7 Dec 88.  Next, he was posted as the Training Officer a 2 Fd Log 
Bn before being posted to Army Personnel Division Canberra as the SO2 
Community Services.  Phil transferred to the Inactive Army reserve in 1995 
before returning to the Army Reserve at 7 CSSB in 1999.  His last 
appointment was with LWDC where he was employed as a Projects Officer 
rewriting Army doctrine on physical fitness. 
Phil stood out as a quality leader who was highly respected.  He cared for the 
welfare of his soldiers, his peers and his mates.  He had exceptional personal 
qualities and people skills.  He always found time to be there when needed, to 
give words of encouragement and lend an ear.  He joined Legacy in 1984 and 
remained and active member until his death. 
Phil died suddenly on 24 May 2002.  He had completed his daily run when he 
collapsed in the driveway of his family home in Brisbane.  Phil had ceased 
service with the Army Reserve four days previously on his 55th birthday. 
Phil made an outstanding contribution to his nation and to his community.  Phil 
leaves behind his loving wife Peta and his children Chad, Kelly, Andrew and 
Claire.  He will be sadly missed by his family and the mates who served with 
him, especially those in the OFP Vietnam. 
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NAME: Malcolm Lesley GIBSON 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   5 May 1967 
DEPARTED:   30 January 1968 
 
 
 
Mal was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the OFP as 
a Sergeant Storeman. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Robert Darcy GRAY 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   5 May 1967 
DEPARTED:   2 November 1967 
 
 
 
Bob was called-up for National Service in 1966.  He served as a Private 
Storeman Tech. 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Frank Gerard HAZELAGER 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) - 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   18 December 1967 
DEPARTED:   31 October 1968 
 
 
 
Frank was a National Serviceman.  He served as a Private Storeman Tech. 
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NAME: Frank Richard HOUSTON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) & 2 COD 
 
ARRIVED:   4 May 1966 
DEPARTED:   12 September 1966 
 
 
 
Frank was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Corporal Storeman 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Albert Wallace (Wally) HUSH 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   27 November 1967 
DEPARTED:   26 November 1968 
 
 
 
Wally was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Sergeant in charge of Stores Distribution (Traffic). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Keith JONES 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   8 January 1968 
DEPARTED:   16 January 1969 
 
 
 
Keith was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Corporal in Stores Distribution. 
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NAME: John William (Jack) McCALLUM 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) – 6 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   21 March 1967 
DEPARTED:   19 December 1967 
 
 
 
Jack was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He initially enlisted in the 
Australian Army, during World War 2, on 9 February 1945 and was discharged 
on 20 May 1948, as a Corporal, from the 140 Brigade Ordnance Field Park.  
Jack was in charge of the advance party from 6 OFP that arrived at Nui Dat in 
March 1967 to prepare for the takeover from 1 OFP (Det).  He served in the 
unit as a WO2 in charge of the Control Office. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Paul Robertson McKENDRICK 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   25 August 1971 
DEPARTED:   2 February 1972 
 
 
 
Paul was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Lance Corporal Storeman. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Patrick OWENS 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 AOD – 2 COD 
 
ARRIVED:   17 May 1970 
DEPARTED:   15 October 1970 
 
 
Pat was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between September 1952 and September 1953 as a Private with 1 RAR and 2 
RAR.   
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NAME: Kevin Stuart REID 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   7 January 1969 
DEPARTED:   19 December 1969 
 
 
Kevin was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a WO2 in charge of Stores 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Charles Kenneth (Pop) RICE 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) – 1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   20 November 1967 
DEPARTED:   2 July 1968 
 
 
Ken was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as a 
Lance Corporal Storeman in MT Stores. 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Donald Patrick ROBINSON 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   3 June 1969 
DEPARTED:   11 June 1970 
 
 
Don was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served as a Private 
Storeman in the unit. 
 

 
 
NAME: Edward George (Ted) SELLENS 
 
(Refer Profile & Memories Chapter) 
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NAME: Max Douglas SMITH 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) & HQ 1 ATF 
 
ARRIVED:   4 May 1966 
DEPARTED:   7 July 1966 
 
 
 
Max was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as 
a Sergeant Storeman for two months before being posted to Task Force Head 
Quarters 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: William John SPRUDD 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP (Det) 
 
ARRIVED:   4 May 1966 
DEPARTED:   8 May 1967 
 
 
 
Bill was called-up for National Serviceman in 1965.  He served in the unit as a 
Private Storeman. 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Mervyn Keith (Jim) STANLEY 
 
UNIT/S:  6 OFP (Det) -1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   1 February 1968 
DEPARTED:   3 December 1968 
 
 
 
Jim was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between December 1952 and April 1953 as a Corporal in the Australian 
Ancillary Unit.  He served in the unit as the CSM (WO2). 
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NAME: Keith William (Bill) STOLBERG 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   21 February 1969 
DEPARTED:   13 December 1969 
 
 
 
Bill was called-up in the 11th intake for National Service in 1966.  He served in 
the unit as a Private Storeman.  Unfortunately Bill broke his neck in the first 
game he played with Easts, after coming home, and died as a result. 
 
 
 

 
 
NAME: Vincent Claude Tindal (Claude) STONEHOUSE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:  27 November 1969 
DEPARTED:  29 October 1970 
 

 
 
Claude was born in Kalgoorlie WA on 31 May 1936 and was educated at the 
North Perth State School and Perth Boys High School.  He married his first 
wife in 1957 and had three children (two daughters and one son) and nine 
grandchildren. 
He joined the ARA in February 1960 and served twenty one years in various 
locations throughout Australia.  Claude was stationed in Townsville when he 
was posted to Vietnam in November 1969 as the Staff Sergeant in charge of 
the Q Store.  He took over from Harry Stephens. 
Claude is fondly remembered by those who served with him, in particular Lou 
Fatone, as being a fair and honest soldier.  Lou recalls that Claude was like a 
father figure to him and they worked well together in the Q Store.  Lou 
remembers on one occasion he gave Claude a hard time and the next day 
Lou found himself out at FSB Peggy for four weeks. 
Claude was a Warrant Officer stationed at Cowley in North Queensland when 
he took his discharge in 1981.  He continued to serve in the Emergency 
Reserve for ten years in Townsville. 
Claude married Jan on 13 July 1991 and they lived in Innisfail, North 
Queensland.  He enjoyed a game of bowls and of course “hated” a cold beer 
on a hot day.  Unfortunately, on 31 December 2001 Claude died at sixty five 
years of age from Prostate Cancer.  He is sadly missed by his wife Jan, who 
still lives in Innisfail. 
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NAME: Jeffrey Frederick (Tits) TURNER 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
ARRIVED:   8 January 1969 
DEPARTED:   28 January 1970 
 
 
 
Jeff was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in the unit as a 
Corporal Storeman.  He is remembered as someone who enjoyed a game of 
cards.  His main claim to fame was as the RQMS for the Commonwealth 
Games in Brisbane in 1982. 
 
 

 
NAME: James Edward TUTTLE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP – 2 AOD 
 
ARRIVED:   3 June 1970 
DEPARTED:   16 June 1971 
 
 
 
Jim was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  He served in Korea 
between June 1953 and May 1954 as a Private with 3 RAR.  He was a 
Sergeant Storeman in the unit. 
 
 

 
NAME: Philip Michael WARNE 
 
UNIT/S:  1 OFP 
 
1

st
 Tour 

ARRIVED:   15 July 1968 
DEPARTED:   30 July 1969 
2

nd
 Tour 

ARRIVED:   7 July 1971 
DEPARTED:   27 February 1972 
 
 
Phil was a member of the Australian Regular Army.  On his first tour he served 
in the unit as a Sergeant clerk in the Orderly Room.  On his second tour, Phil 
was a WO2 and was part of the team that was responsible for the withdrawal 
of the OFP from Vietnam. 
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Political & Protest Posters about the Vietnam War 
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MEMORABILIA 
 

 

 

 

As in all previous wars, and Vietnam was no exception, various items 

have been kept as mementoes or souvenirs of the soldier’s experiences. 

Cartoons reflected the mood or opinions of the population to major 

events happening at the time.  A small selection of cartoons from the Vietnam 

War period are included to give a brief glimpse of what was happening to the 

Diggers at the time.  The Unions were not popular with the troops and this is 

reflected in several cartoons. 

The National Service scheme was introduced by the Menzies 

Government in November 1964 and operated until 1972, when the newly 

elected Whitlam Labour Government suspended it.  The scheme was based on 

a birthday ballot of twenty-year-old men who had registered their names with 

the Department of Labour and National Service (DLNS).  If balloted in, these 

men were called up to perform two years’ continuous full-time service in the 

Regular Army Supplement, followed by three years’ part-time service in the 

Regular Army Reserve.  Between 1964 and 1972, 804,286 twenty-year-olds 

registered for National Service and 63,735 were actually called up for National 

Service and served in the Army.  Of the 63,735 who served in the Army, 

approximately 19,450 saw service in Vietnam and of this number, 98 served 

with the OFP.  In the following pages you will see a series of letters which 

follows the call up to discharge of a National Serviceman. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Vietnam Campaign Medals 

Left to Right 
Australian Active Service Medal 

1945-75 with Clasp Vietnam 
Vietnam Medal 

Vietnamese Campaign Medal 
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Cartoons are a reflection of opinions or events at a particular time in history. 

The following cartoons are from the Vietnam War period. 
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It was not a joke at the time 

 

 

 
 

NOTE:- Sign says “The state branch of the Amalgamated Postal Worker‟s Union 
complained today that „punch-a-postie‟ posters had been put on notice boards in all 

Australian army camps in South Vietnam.” 

 
That Poster 

 
(Courtesy – Trevor Rackley) 
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Congratulations! – You’ve won the lottery 

 

 
 

The letter every twenty-year-old hoped would never come. 
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Now we need to get serious with you 
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Congratulations – You’ve passed the medical 
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Your country needs you 
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Back to civy street again 
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What every new soldier needs to know 

 
Note the section about “Overseas Service” 
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Some Guys get to cruise the Pacific 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jan 1968 - Certificate awarded to Colin Cross for crossing the equator on HMAS 

“Sydney”. 
(Colin Cross) 
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Some Guys got the slow flight home 

 
13 December 1969.  Card handed out by the Navigator of a RAAF C130 returning troops 

to Australia.  (Card courtesy – Kevin Dwyer) 
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Rules for Australian Army Forces in Vietnam 

These rules were promulgated to every Australian serving in Vietnam, demonstrating the 
diplomatic significance for the Australian government. 

 

 
Pocket Book issued to everyone prior to going to Vietnam 
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There were no credit cards in those days 
 
 

 
Identity Card                                     Ration Card 

 
 

 
Drivers Licence (This one is for a Forklift) 
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Funny Money 

 
Military Payment Certificate (MPC).  The certificates were used in the Post Exchange (PX) 
or in the Canteen, but could be exchanged for limited amounts of Vietnamese currency.  
They could also be exchanged for US or other currencies by Allied servicemen going on 

Rest and Recreation leave (R&R).    (Mike Grosse) 

 
South Vietnamese currency (Dong) which was supposed to be used when making 

purchases from the local traders.  This very rarely happened, as the traders would take 
the Military Payment Certificates (MPC), although this was not strictly legal. 

 

 
Just the place to spend your hard earned MPC 
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Lock up your daughters – the Yanks are coming! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newspaper clippings announcing the arrival of the first R&R flight 

to Australia on 4 October 1967. 
Twenty-five Australians were on board, including Bob Nash from 6 OFP (Det) 
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He’s coming home – be prepared. 
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Homeward Bound 

 
 Book of matches from Camp Alpha Transit Centre – Saigon 

(Stan Boldiston) 

 
Free at last – The ticket home       (Ron Holten) 
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Qantas charter briefing note 
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“THE MERCURY”- HOBART – July 1, 1996 
 

Long lost dog tag back with Vietnam veteran 
 

 
Vietnam veteran John Galpin, of Bellerive, with his well-travelled dog tag. 

(Photograph courtesy of ‘THE MERCURY’) 
 

A CHANCE find by a Victorian tourist in Vietnam has led to the return of an 

identity tag lost by a Tasmanian serviceman in 1969. 

About a month ago John Galpin received a letter forwarded to him via the Defence 

Forces home Loams Scheme. 

The letter was from Paul Serong of Tarrawingee, who had returned from Vietnam 

with the dog tag, one of two lost by Mr Galpin. 

“It was a complete surprise,” Mr Galpin, 46, of Bellerive, said. 

“I’d forgotten about it.” 

Dog tags were issued to all servicemen, and two had to be worn around the neck at 

all times. 

They listed surname, service number, blood group and religion. 

Mr Galpin, who grew up at Wynyard, was a corporal in the regular army.  He 

served in Vietnam for 13 months from August 1969 until September 1970, in a 

specialist stores unit based at Nui-Dat. 

Now a storeman at Incat Tasmania in Hobart, he doesn’t know how he lost his tags, 

but he reported them missing and was issued with two more – which he has kept. 

Mr Serong came across the tag at Nui-Dat, where he gave a child 10c to have a 

look at it.  The child ran off, leaving him with the tag. 
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The Centre of Attention 

 
Photo signed by entertainer Lorrae Desmond.  Centre of attention is Denis Blakey 

Inscription says:- 
“To Denis,  It was an honour for me to visit with „my boys‟ – Made me very proud to be an 

Aussie.  Love Lorrae Desmond XX” 
(Photo supplied by Denis Blakey) 
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Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 
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Christmas card from the President of the Republic of Vietnam. 
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Photo Album 
 
 
 
 
 

The following pages contain a selection of slides and photos provided by 

members of the Ordnance Field Park, and cover the whole period that the unit was in 

Vietnam, from May 1966 until February 1972. 

Wherever possible, the name of the contributor of the photo is acknowledged.  

In some cases, more than one person provided a copy of a particular photo and in 

these cases the names of all contributors are shown. 

An attempt has been made to present the photos in some sort of time frame 

from 1966 until 1972, where the approximate date the photo was taken is known. 

There is also a selection of photos that show scenes of Vietnam and its people.  

No attempt has been made to put these photos in any particular time order. 

The great majority of the photos in this book have been scanned from 35mm 

slides, and despite the passing of thirty years or more, have weathered the passage of 

time perhaps in better shape then most of the guys who took them. 

We have done our best to have everyone in the group photos identified.  

However there are a few ‘unknown’s.  To these guys, our apologies.  It wasn’t for the 

want of trying.  We also apologies to anyone who has been incorrectly identified. 
 

 
Photo – Lawrie O’Neill 
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1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1966 – May 1967 
 

1966 – 1 OFP (Det) 
Back Row: Laurie Burt, Ed Finn, David Jamison (OC), Frank Houston, Darryl Shaw, Frank Aylen 

Middle Row:  Eric Mallett, Bill Sprudd, Peter McFarlane, John Fraser, Arthur Hartwig, Andy Clegg 
(NZAOC)Front: John Dyson, Bill Eaglesham  (Original members missing – Norm Clarke (OC) who 

was injured and Medivaced back to Australia & Max Smith who took this photo) 
(Photo supplied by Darryl Shaw & Peter McFarlane) 

 

 
Corps Day Celebrations 1966 

RAAOC personnel in and around the Task Force (Including WO Squizzy Taylor who was serving 
with the AATTV)  enjoying a BBQ at the OFP 

(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1966 – May 1967 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darryl Shaw hard at work in the 
Control Office 

(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted Sellens enjoying a rare can of 
‘XXXX’ 

(Photo – Ted Sellens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arthur Hartwig with the Unit’s pets.  
The cat’s name is unknown but the 

monkey’s name was ‘Jacko’ and 
adopted Darryl Shaw. 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1966 – May 1967 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter McFarlane – Waiting for a Phantom jet to 
fly by so that he can photograph it. 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Darryl Shaw – All dressed up and no where to 
go. 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vic Zabenko – Sandbagging his tent    (Photo – Vic Zabenko) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1966 – May 1967 
 
 
 
 
April 1967 
Ted Sellens, David Jamison & Jack 
McCallum. 
Jack McCallum had recently arrived 
as part of the advance party for 6 
OFP (Det) 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter McFarlane doing a spot of 
scrub bashing with the Massey 
Ferguson fork lift 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Darryl Shaw with some kids at ARVN 
married quarters at Bin Bah rubber 
plantation approx 20 kms north of Nui 
Dat 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 
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6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1967 – February 1968 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Enjoying a cold can at a BBQ 
Harry Couper, Bob Nash & Ross 
Rindfleish 
(Photo – Graham Alexander) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Two fine Storemen 

Ian Tasker & Arthur Dionysius 
(Photo – Lee Davidson) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Two fine Gentlemen 
Padre Lou Firman (C of E) and OC 
Ken Hussell 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 
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6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1967 – February 1968 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ian (Neddy) McLean 
On his pride and joy – the Massey 
Ferguson fork lift 
(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry O’Neill 
Could also drive that thing. 
(Photo – Terry O’Neill) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The toughest storemen in the Task 
Force 
 
Greg Tyler, Les Matthews, 
Mal Gibson, Jim Robinson 
& Lawrie O’Neill 
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6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1967 – February 1968 
 

Everyone loved a good party – no excuse required. 
 
 
Getting in a bit of practice. 
 
Terry O’Neill 
Ron (Bluey) Stoker 
Des Surtees 
Ian (Neddy) McLean &  
Jim Robinson 

(Photo – Harry Couper) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Right 
Les Matthews admiring the playing 

 ability of our OC Ken Hussell 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 
 
 
Below 
Ian Mclean getting in some practice 
(posing) on his guitar 
(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right 
Jack McCallum, Terry O’Neill & Lawrie O’Neill 

enjoying the entertainment. 
(Photo – Mike Curtis) 
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6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1967 – February 1968 
 
 

 
The toughest clerks in the Task Force 

L to R: Harry Couper, Ross Rindfleish, Mike Curtis, Ron Vernieux & Tony Flanagan 
(Photo – Mike Curtis) 

 
 

 
Ron (Bluey) Stoker, Noel Peut and Des Surtees 

(Photo – Noel Peut) 
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6 Ordnance Field Park (Det) - May 1967 – February 1968 
 

Christmas Day Lunch - 1967 
 

 
L to R: Terry O’Neill, Jim Robinson, Ken Hussell (OC) & Paul McNamara. 

(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 

 
L to R: Mal Gibson, Bob Nash & Graham Alexander  (Photo – Ian McLean) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1968 - 69 

 

Group Photo - September 1968 
1. Lee Davidson  2. Richard Smith  3. Graeme Patzel  4. John Redman  5. Doug Blatch 

6. Terry Buchannan  7. Tim Moroney  8. John Faram  9. Ron Low 10.  (unknown)  11. Colin Cross 
12. Garrick Evans  13. Alan Whitaker  14. Les Wilkinson  15 Dave Radcliffe 

(Photo supplied by – Colin Cross, Garrick Evans, Mike Curtis & Willem Brawn) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Five Tenors 
L to R: Richard Smith, Graeme Patzel, John Redman, Brian Rutledge & Mike Curtis 

(Photo – Mike Curtis) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1968 - 69 

 

It was a BIG Party 
1. Willem Brawn  2. Allen Lacey  3. Tim Moroney  4. John Deen  5. Ron Low  6. Dave Radcliffe 

7. Noel Coughlin  8. Graeme Patzel  9. ‘Pop” Rice  10. Garrick Evans  11. Doug Blatch 
(Photo – Willem Brawn) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Ron Low, Willem Brawn, Lee Davidson, Mike Curtis & Dave Radcliffe 
(Photo – Mike Curtis) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1968 – 69 

 

 
 
Letting the folks back home know 
how things are going. 
 
L to R: Les Wilkinson, Colin Cross 
and Garrick Evans 
(Photo – Les Wilkinson) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tony Flanagan admiring a drawing 
presented to him when he has promoted to 

Sergeant. 
Fred Flintstone is saying “Yabba dabba do – 

got my third hook” 
(Photo – Tony Flanagan) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

L to R: Stan Hall, Colin Cross and Phil Shepherd 

(Photo – Colin Cross) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1969 – 70 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1969 – 70 

 

 
L to R: Allen Lacey, Kevin Dwyer, Ray Atkinson & Dave Carson 

(Photo – Kevin Dwyer) 

 
 
 
Left: David Sanderson, Jeff (Tits) Turner & Brian Davidson 
(Photo – Kevin Dwyer) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  
Allen France & Neville Shaw 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: 
Richard Cross, Dick Poole & 
John Galpin 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1969 – 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
L to R: John Koch, Jeff (Tits) Turner, Frank Hurren, Jim Norrie & Bob Seager. 

(Photo – Mike Grosse) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R (Back) Tony (Pattie) Page, John (Plates) Symons, Bill Dobson 
(Front) Neville Shaw and Mike Grosse 

(Photo – Mike Grosse) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1970 – 71 

 
 
 
 

Geoff Conway, Dick Feverbach and George Crowe 
(Photo – Geoff Conway) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the guys with local kids 
(Photo –Joe Balzan) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1970 – 71 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Balzan & Jim Golding 
(Photo – Joe Balzan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Davidson & John Symons 
(Photo – John Symons) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rusty Rowlands, Bill Edwards and Laurie Manna 
(Photo – Kevin Evorall) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1970 – 71 

 
 
 
 
 

Alan Paillas, John Symons 
& Ron Rogers 

(Photo –John Symons) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R: 
Ron Dhu, David Sanderson, 
John Symons, Tony Pag 
 & Alan Paillas 
(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: 
Lou Fatone, Rod Watts, John 

Symons, Tony wade & Alan Paillas 
(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1971 – 72 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1971 – 72 

 
 
 
 
A rare sight – an Officer doing some work 
 
L to R: 
Ron Carey & Jim Golding watching Lt 
Garry Downs hard at it. 
(Photo – Garry Downs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: 
Rod Watts, Ron Carey and Col Burrowes 

(Photo – Greg Lockyer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Adam Gul, Tony Slann & Jim Marshall  (Photo – Tony Slann) 
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1 Ordnance Field Park   1968 - 1972 
1971 – 72 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Alan Hankinson, Colin Whitelaw & Roly Tyrrell 
(Photo – Alan Whitlelaw) 

 
 
Left: Greg Lockyer with a captured bike.  It was a 
fixed wheeler with no brakes. 
(Photo – Greg Lockyer) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Right: Col Burrowes with the new unit sign 
(Photo – Greg Lockyer) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
Original site 1966 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Arthur Hartwig) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photos- Graham Alexander) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Ted Sellens) 
 

 



280 

The Ordnance Field Park 
New Site under construction 

 
 

Preparing hard standing for store sheds 
(Photo – Ted Sellens) 

 
 

Drainage Works 
(Photo – Harry Couper) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
New Site under construction 

 
 

Store Sheds & Control Office on right. 
(Photo – Graham Alexander) 

 

Stores Sheds looking down towards the road. 
(Photo – Ted Sellens) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
New Site under construction 

 
 

 
ORs Toilet & Shower Block on the left and ORs Canteen on right 

(Photo – Ted Sellens) 
 
 

 
The Unit Sign goes up 
(Photo – Ted Sellens) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
New Site under construction 

 
 

Bunker down the front corner of the Unit. 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 
 
 
 

 
Bunker between the Stores Sheds. 

(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
1967 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Shed & Control Office  (Photo - Noel Peut) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulk Break Sheds   (Photo – Bob Nash) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IC Stores Tent and Stores Shed   (Photo – Bob Nash) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Distribution  (Photo - Noel Peut) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
1968 

 
 

Movie theatre – Nui Dat style 
(Photo – Mike Curtis) 

 

Stores Shed 
(Photo – Tony Flanagan) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
1969 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Distribution.  (Photo – Kevin Dwyer) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TFMA ‘Hoyt’s’ Cinema & Q Store on left.  (Photo – Rusty Rowlands) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Yard with HQ/Control Office in background) 
(Photo – Rusty Rowlands) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
1970 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Yard – looking from the Control Office  
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entrance to OFP – with Control Office on the right 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stores Yard – looking towards the Control Office. 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
1970-71 

 
 

 
(Photo – Jack Chambers) 

 
(Photo – John Galpin) 

 

 
(Photo  John Galpin) 

 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 

 
 
 

 
(Photo – Ken Hussell) 

 

 
(Photo – Ken Hussell)

 
(Photo – Garry Downs) 

 
(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
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The Ordnance Field Park 
The New Lines – 1970 

 
 
 
Left: New Tents 
 
 
 

 
 

Right: Shower Block 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: Sign- ‘GOD’S LITTLE ACRE’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Right: Sign 
Yallourn Nth 

Perth 
Melbourne 

Adelaide 
 
 

Below: Canteen (Boozer) on the left and the tent lines on the right 

 
(Photos – Lou Fatone) 
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Scenes around the Task Force Base 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAASC Fuel Dump opposite the OFP ( Photo –Kevin Dwyer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell 47 Souix Observation Helicopter at 161 Recce Flight  (Photo – Ken Hussell) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: 
161 Field Battery 
Royal New Zealand Artillery 
HQ Building & Bunker 
(Photo – Bob Nash) 
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Scenes around the Task Force Base 
 

 

 
 

Military Police Prisoner Compound - 1967 
(Photo –Bob Nash) 

 
 
 

 
 

Military Police Prisoner Compound - 1969 
(Photo – Rusty Rowlands) 
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Scenes around the Task Force Base 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Left:  US Mobile 105mm Howitzer 
(Photo – Graham alexander) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Right: Centurion tank 
(Photo – Jack Chambers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: M113 Armoured Personnel Carrier 
(Photo – Jack Chambers) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Right: 105mm Howitzer Artillery Gun 
(Photo – Graham Alexander) 
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Scenes around the Task Force Base 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cessna 180 Spotter Plane 
(Photo – Tony Flanagan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Huey Cobra attack Helicopter 
Introduced in 1967/68 
(Photo – Lee Davidson) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medivac Helicopter 
Huey Iroquois 
(Photo – Lou Fstone) 
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Scenes around the Task Force Base 
The Work Horses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAAF Caribou Aircraft – the work horse in Vietnam 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

105mm Howitzer being lifted by a Chinook Helicopter 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sky Crane heavy lift Helicopter 
(Photo – Graham Alexander) 
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Vung Tau 
 
 
 

Peter Badcoe Club – The Club was named after Peter Badcoe VC, a member of the Australian Army 
Training Team in Vietnam,  killed in Thua Thien Province in 1968 in an action which saw him 
awarded the VC.  The Club was the rest and comfort centre for soldiers on leave in Vung Tau 

(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
 

 
The Rest & Convalescent Centre – Vung Tau 

(Photo – Tony Flanagan) 
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Out on Operations 
Fire Support Bases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Alan Burkhill) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Lou Fatone) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Alan Burkhill) 
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Out on Operations 
Fire Support Bases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Alan Davis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Kevin Evorall) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo – Les Matthews) 
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Vietnamese Scenes 
 
 
 

 
Women working in the rice paddies 

(Photo – Lawrie O’neill) 
 

 
Water buffalos were the tractors in Vietnam 

(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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Vietnamese Scenes 
 
 

A hut belonging to a villager who was relocated to Hamlet 3 
(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 

 
 

Wood carters on their way home. 
(Photo – Bob Nash) 
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Vietnamese Scenes 
 
 

Water tower in the Provincial Capital of Baria 
(Photo – Darryl Shaw) 

 
 

 
French built Government Building in Baria 

(Photo – Bob Nash) 
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Vietnamese Scenes 
 
 

The Markets in Baria 
(Photo – Bob Nash) 

 

 
The old French Fort on the road to Baria – The sand pit was located here. 

(Photo – Lawrie O’Neill) 
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Vietnamese Scenes 
 
 

The Nui Dat to Baria road running through the village of Hoa Long 
(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 
 

Check Point on the Nui Dat to Baria road at Hoa Long. 
(Photo – Ian McLean) 

 
 

Concert Parties 
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1966 Concert Party  (Photo – Ted Sellens) 

 

 
1967 Concert Party   (Photo – Ian McLean) 

 

Luscombe Bowl 
 From mid 1967 all concert parties at the Nui Dat Task Force Base were held here. 

(Photo – Lou Fatone) 

Concert Parties 
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Lorrae Desmond  (Photo – Ian McLean) 

 

 
Lucky Starr  (Photo- Ian McLean) 

 
Lucky Grills  (Photo – Ian McLean) 

 

 
Carolyn Page (Aug 1969) 

Pick the OFP guys in this photo 
(Photo- Aust War Memorial) 
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Nominal Roll 
 

Those Who Served 
 

 

 

 

 

This Nominal Roll includes the Names of all members of the 

Australian Defence Force who served with the Ordnance Field Park 

in Vietnam between 1966 and 1972. 

 

Information used in compiling this Nominal Roll has been 

obtained from the publication “The Nominal Roll of Vietnam 

Veterans” produced by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 

Canberra and published in August 1997. 

 

Every effort has been made to make the roll as complete and 

accurate as possible.  Any errors or omissions are regretted. 

 

In all, some 256 Australian Regular Army personnel and 

National Servicemen served in the Ordnance Field Park during this 

period.  Of this total, 98 (38%) were National Servicemen and 158 

(62%) were Australian Regular Army soldiers. 
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 311 
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Glossary 
 
 
 
 
2IC     Second in Command 
AATTV     Australian Army Training Team Vietnam 
AFV     Australian Forces Vietnam 
AOD     Advanced Ordnance Depot 
APC    Armoured personnel carrier 
ARA     Australian Regular Army 
ARVN     Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
ATF     Australian Task Force - located at Nui Dat, South Vietnam 
BOD     Base Ordnance Depot 
COC     Composite Ordnance Company 
CSM     Company Sergeant Major 
DADOS     Deputy Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 
Det     Detachment (part of the Unit) 
FSB     Fire Support Base 
Grunt     Infantry Soldier 
HQ     Head Quarters 
Nasho     National Serviceman 
NCO     Non Commissioned Officer 
NVA     North Vietnamese Army 
OC     Officer Commanding 
OFP     Ordnance Field Park 
OPDEM    Operational Demand 
OR     Other Ranks (soldiers up to the rank of Corporal) 
Pogo     Person on Garrison Operations -anyone serving in a base installation 
POL     Petrol, Oil and Lubricants 
PX     US Post Exchange (Canteens or shops where you can buy things) 
R & C     Rest and convalescent Leave - generally taken in Vung Tau 
R & R     Rest and Recuperation Leave - generally taken outside Vietnam 
RAA     Royal Australian Artillery 
RAAOC     Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps 
RAASC     Royal Australian Army Service Corps 
RAEME     Royal Australian Electrical & Mechanical Engineers 
RAR     Royal Australian Regiment 
Reg     Regular Soldier 
RNZAOC  Royal New Zealand Army Ordnance Corps 
SLR     Self Loading Rifle 
SVN     South Vietnam 
TAOR     Tactical Area of Responsibility 
TFAA     Task Force Administration Area 
TFMA     Task Force Maintenance Area 
VC     Viet Cong 
Wire     Barbed wire entanglements.  Usually referred to the base perimeter wire. 
WKSP     Workshop 
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Mates Messages 
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Mates Messages 
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Mates Messages 
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